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HE bermen which gare riſe to 
the publication of theſe, having 


ben offered to the world as a ſermon : 
of Yorick's s, I hope the moſt ſerious 


I reader will find nothing to offend him, 


in my continuing theſe under the ſame 


W title: leſt i it ſhould be otherwiſe, 1 have 

added another title page with the real | 
name of the author--the firſt will eaſe the 
minds of thoſe who ſee a jeſt, and the 
danger which lurks under it, where no 
As: jeſt 


5 the favourable reception, which the 1 
ſermon given as a ſample of them, i in | 
T'RISTRAM SHANDY met with. from the 

world That ſermon Was printed by. | 
itſelf ſome years ago, but could. find. | 
neither purchaſers 1 nor readers; 77 to that 

1 apprehended. l little hazard from a pro- 
miſe I made upon its republication, = 


i. PREFACE. 
jeſt was meant, and the ſecond will 


ſerve the bookſeller s purpoſe, asYorick's 
name is poſkbly. of the two the more 


known. 


1 


t- | 


1 ſuppoſe it is ths" to inform 


the public, that the reaſon of printing 4 


theſe ſermons, ariſes altogether from 9 


ON 


ce That if the ſermon was liked, theſe. 1 
15 cn be alſo at he world's ſervice;” 2 
which, 


RAO E. i. 


E” 1 to be as good as my word, they 

here are, and I pray to Gop, they may 
do it. the ſervice I with. I have little 
to fay in their behalf, except this, 

that not one of them was compoſed 
with any thoughts of being printed; 


---they have been haſtily written, and 
carry the marks of it along. with them. 
---This may be no recommendation ; 


I mean it however as ſuch; for as 
the ſermons turn chiefly upon philan- 
thropy, and thoſe kindred virtues to 


it, upon which hang all the law and 
the Prophets, J truſt they will be no 
leſs felt, or worſe received, for the 


evidence they bear, of proceeding more f 


4 from the heart than the head. | I have 


nothing to add, but that the reader, 


«VI. P R E 5 A 0 E. 


and every thing elſe, which I offer, or 


upon old ond beaten ſubjects, on not 
look for many new thoughts tis well 
if he has new language; in three or 
four paſſages, where he has neither the a 
one nor the other, I have quoted the 
author I made free with---there are 
| ſome other paſſages, where I ſuſpect I | 
may have taken the ſame liberty,--- Z 
but tis only ſuſpicion, for I do not 
remember it is ſo, otherwiſe I ſhould 
have reſtored them to their proper 
owners, fo that I put it in here more 
as a general ſaving, than from a con- ; 
ſeiouſneſs of having much to anſwer 
for upon that ſcore : in this however, 


ſhall offer to the world, I reſt, with a 


heart much at caſe, upon the protecti- 
Nl 


ren rr 


1 R E FA C E. u. 
on of the 8 and candid, from 


whom I have received. many favours, - 


for which 1 beg ow to return as 
: thanks---thanks. | | 
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PSALM ir. 6. 


There be many that ſay, Who will ſhew us any good 
Lord, t ift thou up the li gb of oy countenance upon us, 


HE Went purſuit 6f nes ina happineſs: 

it is the firſt and ſtrongeſt deſire of his nature; 

in every ſtage of his life, he ſearches for it as for 

hid treaſure; courts it under a thouſand differ- 

ent ſnapes, - and though perpetually diſappointed, 

— ſtill perſiſts - runs after and enquires for it afreſu 

aſks every paſſenger who comes in his way, M ho will 

ſhew him am good? —who will aſſiſt him in the attain- 

ment of it, or direct him to the diſcovery of this 
end of all his wiſhes. 


He 


1 SERMON I. 


He is told by one, to ſearch for it among the 
more pay and youthful pleaſures of life, in ſcenes of 
mirth and ſprightlineſs where happineſs ever pre- 
ſides, and is ever to be known by the joy and laugh- 
ter which he will ſee at once painted in her looks. 


A ſecond, with a graver aſpect, points out to the 
coſtly dwellings which pride and extravagance have 
erected, tells the enquirer that the object he is in 


ſearchof inhabits there, that happineſs lives only in 


company with the great, in the midſt of much pomp 
and outward ſtate. That he will eaſily find her out 
by the coat of many colours ſhe has on, and the great | 
luxury andexpence of equipage and furniture with 
- which ſhe * wa ſurrounded. 
The miſer bleſſes Gop 3 how any one 
could miſlead, and wilfully put him upon ſo wrong 
a ſeent, - convinces him that happineſs and extra- a 
vagance never inhabited under the ſame roof; ;— | 
that if he would not be diſappointed in his ſearch, 4 
he muſt look into the plain and thrifty dwelling bf 
the prudent man, who knows and underſtands the 
: worth of money, and cautiouſly lays it up againſt an 
evil hour: that it is not the proſtitution of wealth 
upon the paſſions, or the parting with it at all, chat 
cConſtitutes happineſs; - but that it is the keeping it 
and his heirs for ever - which are the chief attribute 
that form this great idol of human worſhip, to 
which ſo much incenſe is offered up every day. 


; SERMON. 24. 

The epicure, though he caly rectifies ſo groſs a 

| miſtake, yet at the ſame time he plunges him, if 
poſſible, i into a greater; for hearing the object of his 
purſuit to be happineſs, and knowing of no other 
ha 12 5 than what is ſeated immediately in his 
tis in vain to ſearch 3 for it—than where 

nature herſelf has placed it—in the indulgence and 
gratification of the appetites, which are given us for 
that end: and 1 in a word .— if | he will not take his 
| opinion in in the matter — he may truſt the word of a 
much wiſer r man, who has aſſured us—that there i is 


nothing better in this world, than, that a man ſhould 


1 T a 


foul enjoy. good f in his labour— for that i is his 
portion. 33 
To reſcue. him from this brutal experiment — 
| ambition takes him by the hand and carries him into 
the world, —ſhews him all the kingdoms of the earth 
and the glory of them, —points out the many ways 
of advancing | his fortune and raiſing himſelf to ho- 
nour,—lays before his eyes all the charms and be- 
witching temptations of power, and aſks if there can 


be any happineſs in this world like that ff being 
careſſed, courted, flattered, and followed? ? es 


70 cloſe all, che philoſopher meets him buſtling 
in the full career of this purſuit—ſtops him—tells 


| him, if he is in ſearch of happineſs, he is far gone 
out of his way. + _ | 


1 — TT TEL: 


P55 ey a, £4 


he hat this deity. has. long been baniſned from : 
nolle and tumüults, where there was no reſt found for | 
her, and was fled into ſolitude far from all commerce 
5 of the world; and i in. 2 word, if he would find her, he 
mu leave this buſy + and intriguing” (ene, and £0 
back to that Peaceful ſcene 1 70 retirement: and books, ; 
from which 100 ah fer ür, 3 „ 


Be 14.8 Ace 1115 9 | 1 * 1 1 28 
4 ö 1. e nt bb 


0 1 A115 10 A 


1 6 this Stele 0 5 gs does. a man run, tries "att _ 
4 fog: generally fits down wearied and 
diſſatisfied With them all : at laft—in utter deſpair 0 of 8 
| ever accompliſhing what he wants ——nor know- 
ing what to truſt to, after fo many Glappointments, 
or where to lay the; ; fault whether, in the | incapacity 
ö his ö own nature, or the inſufficiency of the 9 
ments themſelves. OS 


£ . 79 uncertain al ace Kate —vithout 
| kno Wedge which 1 way to turn or where to betake 
ourſelyes for peruge—1o0 often abuſed and deceived | 
— Loo! lays the plälmilt, life up; the light F 
thy countenance | upon us. Send us ſome rays of | 
thy grace and heavenly wiſdom, 1 in this benighted | 
fearch after happineſs, to direct us laſely to it. O 
God! let us not wander for ever without a guide, 
in this dark region in endleſs purſuit of our miſtaken | 
good, but enlighten our eyes that we ſleep not in 
death—open to them the comforts of thy Holy word 
; and ee up che ught of thy counteriance 


5 £4 +4 Sy 7 — py . * 2 3 : 7 5 b 
We LF 4 het” BF as; #7 1 of 5 


upon us, and make us know the joy and fatisfac- 
tion of living in the true faith, and fear of T -hee, 
which only can carry us, to this haven of reſt where 


we would be—that ſure. haven, where true joys are 

ro be found —which will at length. not only anſwer 
all our expectations. but ſatisfy r Ws nbound- 
ef our e for ever Sache ere N n honors 
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"The pint Ds. opened; naturally. reduce the 
remaining part of the diſcourſe under two heads. 
The. firſt part of the verſe the re be marq that } 
fay, Whowill ſhew us any good?” to make ſome 
reflections upon the inſufficiency 277 moſt of our en- 
joyments towards the attainment of happineſs, upon 


Sf 4s 


| ſome of the moſt received plans on * tis e 135 
Muy ys = 7 os 51" $1202 DAP 10 


FY 


Toni r x 


* 


xar mination: Dy which? wil 85 us _ to 5 — i 
| ſcource and true ſecret of all happineſs, ſuggeſted to 
us in the latter part of the verſe Lord] lift thou 
« < up the light of thy countenance. upon us that | 
there can be no real happineſs without religion and 
virtue, and the aſſiſtance of God's Grace and holy 
1 St to Aer 's our ae in ache uu of i It, 
11718 10 Nl f 00 9 | 
1 us enquire into ache eee of hu. 
man happineſs—on ſome of the moſt received plans 
on which tis generally ſought for and nn. by 
| the bulk of mankind, | | 
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6 wg s ER MON f. . 
"There i is hardly any ſubject more exhaiiſted;” or 
| which at one time or other has afforded more matter 
for argument and declamation, than this one, of the 
_ inſufficiency of our enjoyments. Scarce a reformed 

ſenſualiſt from Solomon down to our own days, who 
his not in ſome fits of repentance or diſappointment 
uttered ſome ſharp reflection upon the emptineſs of 


human pleaſure, and of the vanity of vanities which 
1 diſcovers itſelf in all the purſuits of mortal man.— 


Baut the miſchief has been, that though ſo many good 


_ things have been ſaid, they have generally had the 
fate to be conſidered, either as the overflowings of 
dilguſt from ſated appetites which could no longer | 
\- reliſh the pleaſures of life, or as the declamatory opi- 
nions of recluſe and ſplenetic men, who have never 
taſted them at all, and conſequently were thought no 
judges of the matter : So that 'tis no great wonder, 
if the greateſt part of ſuch reflections, however juſt 
in themſelves and founded on truth and a knowledge 
of the world, are found to leave little impreſſion 
where the imagination was already heated with great 
expectations of future happineſs; and that the beſt 
lectures that have been read upon the 1 vanity of the 
world, ſo ſeldom ſtop a man in the purſuit of the 
1 object of his deſire, or give him half the conviction, 
that the Ne ny it puns" and what the * | 


EE 
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BE 115 us endeavour then to try the cauſe upon this 
iſſue; and inſtead of recurring to the common argu- 
ments, or taking any one's word in the caſe, let us 

truſt to matter of fact; and if, upon enquiry, it ap- 

pear that the actions of mankind are not to be ac- 

counted for upon any other principle, but this -f 
the inſufficiency of our enjoyments; twill go farther 
towards the eſtabliſnment of the truth of this part 
of the diſcourſe, than a thouſand ſpeculative argu- 

ments which 1 be offered 8 the N 


N 


FJ)! ĩðââ nn. 6 Fe. OS 


- m0 ke 07 


Now, if we take a \ ſurvey of ths life of n man owt 
the time he is come to reaſon, to the lateft decline 
of 1 it in old age - we ſhall find him engaged, and 
generally hurried on in ſuch a ſucceſſion of different 
purſuits, and different opinions of things, through 
the different ſtages of his life — as will admit of no ex- 

plication, but this; that he finds no reſt for the ſole of 
his foot, on any of the e he ny 1 ied T 


to expect it, it. 


1 


G 11 


The moment he tas as got. {bare kom tutors wit 
governors, and is left to judge for himſelf, and purſue 
this ſcheme his own way—his firſtthoughts are gene- 
rally full of the mighty happitieſs which he is going 
to enter upon, from the free enjoyment of the plea- 
ſures in which he ſees others of his age and PR | 


us. ma 


I Sans 0 6f chis=take notice, W un 
we „ OMG. . 


3 3 E 8 R NM 0 N I 2 
; imagination, ts caught by every glittering appearance 
that flatters this expectation.—Obſerve what im- 
preſſions are made upon his ſenſes—by diverſions, ” 
muſie, dreſs, and beauty,—and how his ſpirits are 
upon the wing, flying in purſuit of them; 5 that FI | 
would think. he could: never have Os; SH 


e 1 to himſelf a few years, ll he * 
of of appetite is worn down, and you will ſcarce know 
him again. You will find him entered into engage · : 
ments, and ſetting up for a man of buſineſs and con- 
duct, talk ing of no other happineſs but what centers 
in projects of making the moſt of this world, and 
providing for his children and children 8 children 
after them, Examine his notions, he will tell you, 
that the gayer pleaſures of youth, are only fit for 
thoſe who know not how to diſpoſe of themſelves 
and time to better advantage, T hat however fair 
and promiſing they might appear to a man unprac- 
tiſed in them they were no better than a life of 
folly and impertinence; and ſo far from anſwering 
your expectations of happineſs, 'twas well if you ef- | 
caped without pain, —That i in every experiment he 
had tried, he had found more bitter than ſweet, and 
for the little pleaſure one could ſnatch—i it too often 
left a terrible ſting behind it: Beſides, did the bal- 5 
lance lie on the other ſide, he would tell you, there 
could be no true ſatisfaction where a life runs on in 
ſo giddy a circle, out of which a wiſe man ſhould 
extricate himſelf as ſoon as he can, that he may begin 
14/4. 81 * "5-4 $ ©0008 8 | . do 
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to look forwards. That it becomes a man of cha- 

; racter and. conſequence to lay aſide childiſh things, 
to take care of his, incereſts,, to eſtabliſh the. fortune 
of . — family, and place it out of want and depend- 


and in a word, if chers is {uch a thing as hap - 


123 upon earth, 1 it mult | conſiſt in the accompliſh- 
ment of this ;—and for his own-part, if God ſhould. 
proſper his endeavours ſo as to be worth ſuch a ſum, 
| or to be able ta bring ſuch a point to. bear he ſhall 


be one of the happineſt of the ſons of men. In 
full. aſfurance of this, on he drudges—plots--cc n- 


| trives—riſes early—late takes reſt—and eats the bread 


of carefulneſs, till at length by hard labour and per- 


ſeverance, he has reached, if not outgone, the object 
he had firſt in view. — When he has got thus far—- 


if he i is a plain and ſincere man, he will make no 
ſeruple. to acknowledge truly what alteration he has 
found i in hir himſelf, If you aſk him—he will tell you 


| that his imagination painted ſomething before his 
eyes, the reality of which he has not yet attained to: 


that wath all the accumulations of his wealth, he nei- 
ther lives the merrier, ſleeps the ſounder, or has leſs 


care and anxiety upon his 2 oy at his firſt 
ſerting out, 


bo Perhaps, you'll fay, ſome dignity, honour, or 
title only i 18 wanting—Oh! could I accompliſh that, 


as there would be nothing left then for me to wiſh, 


good Gop! how happy ſhould I be! 'Tis ſtill the 


Yn dignity or title—though they crown his 


a + BS 


* 1 |  heac 
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head with honour—add not one cubit to his happi- 
| neſs.—Upon ſumming up the account, all is found 
to be ſeated merely in the imagination, the faſter 

he has purſued, the faſter the phantom fled before 

him, and to. uſe the Satiriſt's compariſon of the 
chariot wheels, —haſte as they will, they muſt for 

ever keep the ſame diftance. N 


But what? though I have been thus for FAR 
pointed in my expectation of happineſs from the 
poſſeſſion of riches-—< Let me try whether I ſhall 
c not meet with it in the ſpending and faſhionable 


« e in them.” 8 


| 400 I will get me down, and make me - great 
works, a and build” me houſes, and plant me vine 
yards, and make me gardens.and pools of water. 

And I will get me ſervants and maidens, and what- 
ſoever ir my eyes deſire, I will not keep from them. | 


In . of Hs drops all gainful pur- 

0 vits—withdraws himſelf from the buſy part of the 
world — realizes — pulls down—builds up again, 
Buys ſtatues, pictures - plants, and plucks up by 
the roots levels mountains — and fills up vallies— 
turns rivers into dry ground, and dry ground into 
nivers.— Says unto this man, go, and he goeth, and 
unto another, do this, and he doeth it, and what- 
ſoever his foulluſteth after of this kind, he withholds 
| not from it. When every thing is thus planned by 
himſelf 
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himſelf, and executed according to his wiſh and di- 
rection, ſurely he is arrived to the accompliſhment 


of his wiſhes, and has got to the ſummit of all | 


human happineſs ? Let the moſt fortunate adven- 
turers in this way, anſwer the queſtion for him, and 
ſay—how often it ariſes higher than a bare and ſim- 
ple amuſement—and well, if you can compound 
for that—ſince tis often purchaſed at ſo high a 
price, and ſo ſoured by a mixture of other inciden- 


tal vexations, as to become too often a work ofre- 


pentance, which in the end will extort the ſame ſor- 
 rowful confeſſion from him, which it did from So- 

lomon in the like Le 1 looked on all the 
works that my hands had wrought, and on the la- 
bour that T had laboured to do and behold all was 
vanity and vexation of ſpirit—and there”? was no 
OM to me e under the fun. 


Te o inflame this n Py, more—'twill be no 
miracle, if upon caſting it up he has gone farther 
lengths than he firſt intended, run into expences | 
which have entangled his fortune, and brought him- 
ſelf into ſuch difficulties as to make way for the laſt 
experiment he can try—and that is, to turn miſer ; 
with no happineſs in view but what is to riſe out of 
the little deſigns of a ſordid mind, ſet upon ſaving 
and tar. up all he has Imudicioully ſpent. 


In this laſt ſtage - behold him a poor trembling 
wretch, ſhut up from all mankind—ſinking into 
1 utter 
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utter contempt; ſpending careful days and ſleepleſs 
nights in purſuit of what, a narrow and contracted 
heart can never enjoy: Hand let us here leave him 
to the conviction he will one day find That there 
is no end of his labour—That his eyes will never 
be ſatisfied with riches — or will fay—F or whom do 
1 labour. and ee weh of ee Wu is alſo 


eee ee 
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'1 believe china is no e 8 wy, * dif. 
appointments « of human life and the manner our 
pleaſures and enjoyments ſlip from under us in every 
| age of our life. And though I would not be thought 

by it, as if I was denying the reality of pleaſures, or 
diiſputing che being of them, any more, than one 
would the reality « of pain—yet I muſt obſerve on this 
head, that there is a plain diſtinction to be made be- 
twixt pleaſure and happineſs. For though there can 
| be no happineſs without pleaſure - yet the reverſe of 

the propoſition will not hold true. We are ſo made, 
that from the common gratifications of our appe- 
| tites, and the impreſſions of a thouſand objects, we 
ſnatch the one, like a tranſient gleam, without being | 
ſuffered to taſte the other, and enjoy the perpetual 0 
ſun-ſhine and fair weather which conſtantly attend it. 
| T his, I contend, is only to be found in religion 
in the conſciouſneſs of virtue and the ſure and cer- 
tain hopes of a better life, which brightens all our 
proſpects, and leaves no room to dread diſappoint- 
ments. - becauſe the expectation « of it is built upon 
a rock, whoſe foundations are as deep as thoſe of 
heaven and hell, 


SERMON I. 13 

And though in our pilgrimage through this 
world ſome of us may be ſo fortunate as to meet 
with ſome clear fountains by the way, that may cool, 
for a few moments, the heat of this great thirſt of 
happineſs; yet our Saviour, who knew the world, 
though he enjoyed but little of it; tells us, that who- 
ſoever drinketh of this water will thirſt again: and 
we all find by experience it is ſo, and by reaſon that 
it always muſt he ſo. 


| 2 duds with a ſhort obſervation upon Solo- 
mon's evidence in this caſe, _ 


by - did the buſy brain of a lean and heftick __ | 


chymiſt ſearch for the philoſopher's ſtone with more 
| pains and ardour, than this great man did after hap- | 
pineſs. He was one of the wiſeſt enquirers into 
nature—had tried all her powers and capacities, and 


” after a thouſand vain ſpeculations and vile experi- 


ments, he affirmed at length, it lay hid in no one 
thing he had tried; like the chemiſt's projections 
all had ended in ſmoke, or what was worſe, in vanity 
and vexation of ſpirit: the concluſion of the whole 
matter was this that he adviſes every man who 
would be happy, to fear Gop and keep his com- 
| mandments. 
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THE HOUSE. OF FEASTING AND THE 
HOUSE | OF MOURNING DESCRIBED. 


— 


— 
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Ecerrsiasrxs vii. 2, 3. 


1 is. ever to 20 to the. houſe o mourning Sake to the 
© houſe of feaftinge— 165 


AA T I deny but let us — the wiſe 
1. Man's reaſoning upon it—for phat is the ena 
of all, men, and the living will lay it to his beart. ; ſorrow 
is better than laughter —for a crack'd-brain order of 
Carthuſian monks, I grant, but not for men of the 
world: For what purpoſe, do you imagine, has Gd 
made us:? for the ſocial ſweets of the well water d 
vallies, where he has planted us, or for the dry and 
diſmal deſert of a Sierra Morena? are the ſad acci- 
dents of life, and the uncheery hours which perpe- 
tually overtake us, are they not enough, but we muſt 
ſally forth in queſt of them, — belye our own hearts, 
and ſay as your text would have us, that they are 
better than thoſe of joy ? did the Beſt of Beings 
6 ſend us into the world for this end to go weeping 
through i it, — to vex and ſhorten a life—ſhort and 
vexatious enough already ? do you think, my good 
Preacher, that he who is infinitely happy, can envy 
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and reconcile him to the ruge 
the many hard j juſtlings he is ſure to meet with? 


us our enjoyments ? ? gr that 2 Being ſo infinitely kind 


would grudge a mournful traveller the ſhort reſt and 


refreſhments neceſſary to ſupport his ſpirits through | 
the S of a weary pilgrimage? ? or that he would 


call (ati ſevere reckoning, becauſe in his wayhe 


had haſtily ſnatched at ſome little fugacious plea- 
ſures, merely to fweeten this uneaſy journey of life, 
neſs of the road, and 


Conſidet, beſeech you, what proviſion and accom- 


modation, the Author of our being has prepared for 
us, chat we might not go on our way ſorrowing—how 


ea + 


many caravanſeras of el —hat powers and faculties 
he has given us for taking it—what apt objects he 


2 "has r in our way t to > entertain us; — ſome of 


33x 


$19 


g ic It go and remember i 10 miſeries n more. 3 5 5 


S, — 


I will not contend at preſent HEY this EF * 
1 would chooſe rather for a moment to go on with 


the allegory, , and fay we are travellers, and, in the 


moſt affecting ſenſe of that idea, that like travellers, | 
though upon buſineſs of the laſt and neareſt concern 


to us, may ſurely be allowed to amuſe ourſelves with 


the natural or artificial beauties of the country we are 
paſſing through, without reproach of forgetting the 
main errand v we are ſent upon; and if we can ſo order 

5 ir, 


Jetted heart under poverty and Geknef, and 1 


en. we 


it, as not to be led out of the way, bythe variety of be 
proſpects, edifices, and ruins which ſolicit us, it 
would be a nonſenſical. Hs of ant errang 
Guy our eyes. „ 

3 lerus n. not t loſe te of: the < argument. in pure 1 
ſuit of the ſimile. | 


e us eee various as our ein are | 
that we have ſtill ſet our faces towards Jeruſalem 
that we have a place of reſt and happineſs, towards 
which we haſten, and that the way to get there is 
not ſo much to pleaſe our hearts, as to improve them 
in virtue; that mirth and feaſting are uſually no 
friends to atchievements of this kind - but that a 
ſeaſon of affliction is in ſome ſort a ſeaſon of picty— 
not only becauſe our ſufferings are apt to put us in 
mind of our ſins, but that by the check and inter- 
ruption which they give to our purſuits, they allow 
us what the hurry and buſtle of the world too often 
deny us,—and that is, a little time for reflection, 
which is all that moſt of us want to make us wiſer 
and better men; —that at certain times it is ſo ne- 
ceſſary a man's mind ſhould be turned towards itſelf, 
that rather than want occaſions, he had better pur- 
chaſe them at the expence of his preſent happineſs. | 
— He had better, as the text expreſles it, go fe the 
houſe of mourning, where he will meet with fome- 
thing to ſubdue his paſſions, than to the houſe of 
A where the Joy and gaiety of the place is 
EIS likely 
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minds are intimated i in gh text. 


1 8 5 8 . 
Wee. 
| likely to excite them: That whereas the entertain- 


ments and careſſes of the one place, expoſe his heart 
and lay it open to temptations—the forrows of the 
other defend it, and as naturally ſhut them from it. 
So ſtrange and unaccountable a creature is man! 


he is fo framed, that he cannot but purſue happi- 
neſs - and yet unleſs he is made ſometimes miſer- 
able, how apt is he to miſtake the way which can 
only lead him to the accompliſhment of his o.] n 


This is the full force of the wiſe man's declara- | 
tion. But to do farther juſtice to his words, I will WW 
endeavour to bring the ſubject till nearer. —For 
which purpoſe, it will be neceſſary to ſtop here, and 


take a tranſient view of the two places here referred 
ro, —the houſe of mourning and the houſe of feaſt- 


| 5 ae Give me leave therefore, I beſeech you, to 
recal both of them for a moment to your imagi- 
nations, that from thence I may appeal to your 


hearts, how faithfully, and upon what good grounds, 
the effects and natural era of each IO our 


2 By: 
? Þ 
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And firſt, let + un Bek Int w vide f feaſting. 


And here, to be as fair and candid as poſſible in 


the deſcription of this, we will not take it from the 
vworſt originals, ſuch as are opened merely for the 
fale of virtue, and fo calculated for the end, that 


me 


the Aiſeuiſe _ is under wh Be gives power jy 
Tre ene e bargain, N to carty it - 
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into execution too. 
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This e ſpp 4 by 50 . caſe nor ke. 


I us even imagine the houl#Wſea ng to be ſuch a 
| — of intemperance and exceſs, as the: houſe of 


feaſting does often exhibit - but let us take it from 


one, as. little exceptionable as we can here there 
W is, or at leaſt appears, nothing really criminal but 


where every thing ſeems. to be kept e 


| wan bounds of eee 1 84 15 


9 21 fly n 0 


Ly er then als pat rag. 1 — . 


e conſent or invitation, a number of each 


ſex is drawn together for no other purpoſe: but the 
enjoyment and mutual entertainment of each other, 
Which we will ſuppoſe ſhall ariſe. from no other 


| pleaſures but what cuſtom ee and ar 


does not ablohueely Ace) one 21.0 haves 
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. „ Beh vn ö examine, 1 8 mut 5 
be the ſentiments of each individual previous to his 
| arrival, and we ſhall find that however they may | 


differ hates one another in tempers and opinions, 
_ | that every one ſeems to agree in this—that as he is 
key going to a houſe dedicated to joy and mirth, it was 
e fit he ſhould diveſt himſelf of whatever was likely _ 
110 o contradict that intention, or be inconſiſtent with 
os ſn hackers this purpoſe, he has left his cares—his 


c 5 ſerious 


ſerious: thoughtt—and: Alun n ions 

hind him, and was come forth from home with only 
ſuch diſpoſitions and ggiety of heat as ſuited che 
"occaſion, and pri che intended mirth and 


jolliry of the place. N dus preparation of mind. 
which is as little asWWpbe ſuppoſed, ſince it will 


amount to no more than a deſire in each to render 
himſelf an acceptable guelt;=1et us eonceive them 
 efirering into the houſe of feaſting, with hearts ſet 
looſe from grey reſtraints, and open to the expec- 
titions' of receiving pleaſure. It is not neceſſary, iſ 
as 1 premiſedʒ to bring intemperance into this ſcene 
Sor to ſuppoſe ſuch an exceſs in the gratification I 
of the appetites 29 ſhall ferment the blood and ſet 
the deſires in a flame: Let us admit no more of it 
therefore, thin will gently Rir them, and fit them Ml 
for the impreſſions which ſo dene deze d com- 
merce will naturally excite. In this diſpofition, 
thus wrought upon beforchand and already impro- 
ved to this purpoſe, — take notice how mechanically 
the thoughts and ſpirits riſe—how ſoon, and inſen- 
fibly they are gor above the pitch ede 
Nope tan rarhitonag' Rave pan il AF UE 00 
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When the ger and dani aßen of Ales ha | 
begun to leave the paſſages to 'a man's heart thus 
thoughtleſsly unguarded—when kind and carefſing 
looks of every object without, that can fatter hi 1 
ſenſes, have conſpired with the enemy within, to 3 
henna him, and * him off his defence, — when 


muff 


| | „fame, u. | a 
| upon the paſſions, when — of finging men, 
and the voice of ſinging women, with the ſound of 
the yiol and the lute, have broken in upon his foul, 
and in ſome tender notes have touched the ſecret 
ſprings of rapture, that moment let us diſſect and 
look. into; his heart, —ſec how vain! how weak ! 
how. Fr thing 1 it. is}; — through us. ſeve: 
ral receſſes . thoſe pure manſons formed for-the 
regeption af innocence and. virtue ſad Spectacle! | 
| Behold thoſe fair inhabitants no diſſpoſſeſfed. tu 
bed outof their; ſacred, dyellings, to, make room 
for what at the beſt for lexity and indiſcretion 
perhaps for folly,— It, may be. for More. 2 
eveſts, which poſſibly in- Io general à riot. of the 
mind and ſenſes may n ris wee die unſule 
pected at the ſhe dime. n Voi fHlaicler dim 
Iiir M acer M0023 17100 3 a 95 
1 ſcene· and Asddiah, dm Pa reſi 
: the moft cautions fay-rthius/far.ſhall my deſires go 
Sand ono farther ? or will the cooleſt and moſt 
circumſpect ſay, when ere taken full pot- 
ſeſſion of ſnisſheart, that no thought 
ariſe there, hich ho wodld have c concealed eln 
thoſe Booten und gunguarded moments the imagi> 
nation is dat command in ſpite of reaſon 
| e eee it, will forcibly carty him ſometimes 
_ whither he would nat like the unclean ſpirit, in 
the patents ſad deſcription-of his child's caſe, which = 
took him, and oft cimes caſt him into the fire to 
Su Cz ; dlceſtroy 
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T4 Why may we not fal 5 


> .. A FHR MONA HI. 
deſtroy him, and whereſbe ver it talckth him it tkar- 
3 and hardy departeth from him. 213 nogrs 
1; SRUDE en HW Amon gnigall to nor n toe 

But this, you'll Tay is the worſt aceount of what 
u ad 222222ͤĩũ ßé²éê§i1 mba mot ji bog 
1 7 BRL £45 71 TerSenomer IT 5 — e * 2 nr To ik 
fake more favourable fuppo- 
ſitions ? tkat numbers, by exerciſe and cuſtom to 
Tuck” Encounters)" Lear gradually to deſpiſe and 
triumph over ther }=chit tie minds of many are 
not ſo lepüble of warm impreſſions; or ſo badly 


 Toftified"againft tem, that pleaſure! ſhould'eabily 8 


corrupt « or ſoften tkem; — that it would be hard to 
Tuppofe, of the great multitudes which daily throng | 
4nd preſs into this kovfe'vf feafting, but that num 


pers come out of it again; With all che innocence 
with which they entered; and that if botlꝭ ſexeg 


are included in the computation, what fair exam 
ples ſhall we fee of many of ſo pure and chaſte a 
turn of mind - thiat the houſe of feaſting, with all 
its charms and temptarions, was never able to Excite 
a thought, or awaken an inclinarion Wich wirtue 
need tod bluſh at- or which the moſt ſcrupulous 
conſuienee might not ſupport. God. forbid we 
ſhould fay Ster- es doubt, numbers of:all | 


ages eſeape unhurt, and get off this dangerous ſea 
without ſhipwreck . Yer are they not to be rec 


koned amongſt the more fortunate adventurers? _ 


and though one would not abſolutely prohibit the 
attempt, or be ſo * as to condemn every one 


Nennen — N | who ? 
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who ene ſince there are ſo. many, I ſuppoſe, ho 
cannot well do otherwiſe, and whoſe: condition and 
ſituation in life unavoidahly force them upon it 
yet we may be allowed to deſcribe this fair and flat- 
tering coaſt—we may point out the unſuſpected 
dangers of it, and warn the unwary paſſenger, where 
they lie. We may ſhew. him what hazards his 
youth 2 | inexperience. will run, how little, he can 

gain by the venture, and how much wiſer and better 
it would be (as is implied in the text) to ſeek. oc- 
caſions rather to improve his little ſtock of virtue 
than incautiouſſy expoſe it to ſo unequal a chance, 
where. the beſt he can hope is to return ſafe with 
what treaſure he carried out — but where probably; 
he may be ſo unfortunate as to loſe it all —be lk 
Rakes and. duden far e 


3 '® 3% * 
6. 1 . 


Thus che for Ng houſe of 1 ; Kee by 
ta way, though generally open at other times of 
the year throughout the world, is ſuppoſed 1 in chriſ- 
ſtian countries, now every where to be univerſally 
ſhut up. And, in truth, I have been more full in 
| my cautions againſt it, not only as reaſon requires, 
but in reverence to this ſeaſon“, wherein our 
church exacts a more particular forbearance and 
| ſelf-denial, in this point, and thereb adds to the 
| reſtraints. upon pleaſure: and entertainments which. 
this ee em bas. a al 
a _ it Ades. 
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Here then, let us turn aſide from dis Bey Nene! 
und ſuffer me to take you with me for a moment to 
one much fitter for your meditation. Let us go into 

the houſe of mourning, made ſo by ſuch afflictions 
ns have been brought in, merely by the common 
| croſs aceidents and diſaſters to which our condition 
is expoſed, —whete, perhaps the aged parents fit bro- 
ken hearted, pierced to their ſouls with the ' folly 
and indiſeretion of 4 thankleſs child the child of 
their prayers, in in whom all their hopes and ex- 
pectat ions centered: — perhaps a mere affecting 
ſcene a virtuous family lying pinghed with want, 

where the unfortunate ſupport of it having long 
ſtruggled with a train of misfortunes, and bravely 
fought up againſt them is now pireouſly borne 
down at the laſt — overwhelmed with a'eruel blow 5 
which no forecaſt or frugality could have prevented. 


0 God!] look upon his afflictions-Beheld him 


diſtracted with many” ſorrows, ſurrounded with the 
tender pledges of his love, and thwpartner of his 
cares without bread to give them, unable, from 
the remembrance of better days, to — Ws 
We at her ts" the h WY of hourn 8 eh 
a this—iris impofble ee Ake bar unfortunate 
ape mfr Factr ches catch our 
eyes, they catch likewiſe our attentions, collect 
and call home our ſcattered thoughts, and. exerciſe 
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ſuch as is here ſketched, how ſoon does it furniſh 
materials to ſet the mind at work ? how neceſſarily 
does it engage it to che conſideration of the miſe- 


ies and misforrunes, the dangers and calamities to 


which the life of man is ſubject? By Rolding up 
ſuch a glaſs before it, it forces the mind to ſee-and 


reflect upon the vanity, —theperiſhing condition and 
uncertain tenute of every thing in this world. From 
_ refleftions of this: feridus daſt, how infenfibly do 
che thoughts carry us farther ? and from conſi - 
5 dering what wa are what kind of world we live 


in, and what evils befal us. in it, how naturally do 


5 they ſet us to look forwards at what poſſibly we 


mall be? for what kind of world we are intended 
— what evils may befal us there - and what provi- 
ſion we ſhould: e eee 5 
1 eee 126497 
* Ae leffvits a rel Gwm the 1558 | 
* mourning here ſuppoſed - we fall find it a ſtill 
more inſtructive ſchool of wiſdom when we take 


4 view of the place in that more affecting light in 


which the wiſe man ſeems to confine it in the text, 
in which, by the houſe of mourning, I believe, he 
means that particular ſcene of ſorrow where there is 
REI _ e Rips for en. | 


Turn is hen, KF indent you, for a moment. 
Behold a dead than” ready to be carried out, the 
A „ 8 | _ 
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Pt to mix their tears; with Fettled forrow 
| looks, going heavily along to the houſe of moutn= _ 
ing, to perform that laſt melancholy men Which 
when the debt of nature is paid, we are called 


only ſon; of- his m 


amore Alden ſpcfiadcr—s ps 5 
farher- of a numerous family, lies breathleſs 


ſnatched away in the ſtrength of his age torn 
in an evil hour from a dence bolom a 


3 * A 3 


A e tear ite 8 3 i 


ban 4 * 111 1 410. 
Bebold TOY people of the city nga 3 


in their 


PTE Pg n other. 2 #3; elivo. delten, has {Ut 
. zoo! war 25 RE 
hoBE: this ſad ME: which Fs hich. TE has 
not done it already, take notice, to what a ſerious 
and devout frame of mind every man is reduced, 
the moment he enters this gate of affliction. The 
buſy and fluttering ſpirits, which in the houſe of 
mirth were wont to tranſport him from one divert- 
ing object to another ſee how they are fallen! 


how peaceably they are laid! in this gloonty 1 


fion full of ſhades and uncomfortable damps te to 


ſeize the ſoul — ſee, the light and eaſy heart, which 


never knew what it was to think before, how pen- 
ſive it is now, how ſoft, how ſuſceptible, how full 


of religious impreſſions, how deeply it is ſmitten 


with ſenſe and with a love of virtue! Could we, in 


this criſis, whilſt this empire of reaſon and religion 


laſts, and the heart is thus exerciſed with wiſdom 


** FE ; b and 
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and bulied with heavenly comemnlations could 


we ſee it naked as it is—ftripped of its paſſions, 
unſpotted by the world, and regardleſs of its plea- 


ſures we might then ſafely reſt our cauſe upon 


this ſingle evidence, and appeal to the moſt ſenſual, 
whether Solomon has not made a juſt determination 
here, in favour of the houſe of x mourning e not for 
; its own ſake, but as it is fruitful in virtue, and be- 
= comes the occaſion of ſo much good. Without this 

; end, ſorrow I own has no uſe but to ſhorten a man's 
days—nor can gravity, with all its ſtudied ſolemnity 
of look and carriage, ſerve any end but to make 
one half of 'the world merry, * * * the 
other. | 


Gonſicler what has been ſaid, and may God of his 1 
mee bleſs + ad Amen. | 
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ny" „ LvxE. x. 36, 37. 5 SA "ol _ 
raid now of theſe three; thinkeſt thou, was NY 


-"'bour unto him that fell amongſt the thieves An 
be ſaid, He that 'fhexbed mercy en him. Then faid 
425 9555 unto him.— Go, end ds thou ten. 3 
N the OL verſes of this cher; the 
Evangeliſt relates, that a certain lawyer ftoot 
up and tempred Jesvs, ſaying, Maſter, what ſhall 
1 do to inherit eternal life? To which enquiry, 
our Savrous, as his manner was, when any en- 
ſnaring queſtion was put to him, which he ſaw pro- 
ceeded more from a deſign to entangle him, than 
an honeſt” view of getting information inſtead of 
giving a direct anſwer, which might afford a handle 
to malice; or at beſt ſerve only ro gratify an im- 
pertinent humour — he immediately retorts the 
queſtion upon the man who-aſked it; and unavoid- 
ably puts him upon the neceſſity of anſwering him- 
elf; and, as in the preſent caſe, -the particular 
profeſſion of the enquiter, and his ſuppoſed general 
knowledge of all other branches of learning, leſt no 
room to ſuſpect he could be ignorant of the true 
anſwer to this ns * of what every 
one 


38 SERMON III. 
one knew was delivered upon that head by their 
great Legiſlator; -ouf Saviour therefore refers him 
to his own memory of what he had found chere in 
the courſe of his ſtudies— What is Fe Ne in the 
law, how readeſt thou 7 Upon which the enquirer 
reciting the general heads of our duty to Gop and 
Max, as delivered in the 18th of Leviticus and the 
6th. of Deuteronomy. namely hat we ſhould 
wmorſbip the. Lord our. Gad with all our. hearts, and . 
love our neighbour as ourſelves.;. our bleſſed Savioun 
tells him, he had anſwered, right, and if he followed 
that leſſon, he could not fail of the bleſſing he 
ſeemed ee to bene. This do, aaf 
The: WR THE Be 6 bay peer ; l F 1 


But ks as mk context n us, 1 to 7 0 ; 
; himſelf —willing poſſibly to gain more credit in 
the conſerence, or hoping perhaps to hear ſuch a 
Partial and narrow definition of the word neighboar 55 
as would ſuit his on principles, and juſtify ſome 
particular oppreſſions of his own, or thoſe of which 
his whole order lay under an accuſation ſays unto 
Irsus in the 29th verſe . And who is my neighbour ? 
Though the demand at firſt ſight may ſeem uterly 
trifling, yet was it far from being ſo in fact. 
-For according as you. underſtood the term in a 
more or leſs reſtrained ſenſe it produced many 
neceſſary; variations in the duties you owed. from 
dhat relation. Our bleſſed Saviour, to rectify any 
partial and pernicious miſtake in this matter, and 


to 


' C 
77 


ERM ON „ 
F to oli at once this duty of the love of our neigh- 5 
bour upon its true bottom of philanthropy and 
univerſal kindneſs, makes anſwer to the propoſed 
queſtion, not by any far- fetched refinement from 
the ſchools of the Rabbies, which might have ſoon- 
er fitenced than convinced the man but by a di- 
rect appeal to eee nature, in 2 Inſtance he 
greateſt diſtreſs gin till by chance a FRY 
ritan, an utter ſtranger, coming where he was, by 
an act of great goodneſs and compaſſion, not only 
relieved him at preſent, but took him under his 
protection, and generouſly provided {x his furure 
Ty | 5 5 


On the cloſe of which engaging account out 
Saviour appeals to the man's own heart in the 
firſt verſe of the text Mhich now of theſe three, 
 thinkeft thou, was neighbour unto bim that fell amongſt 
the thieves? and inſtead of drawing the inference 
| himſelf, leaves him to decide in favour of ſo noble 
1 principle ſo evidently founded in mercy. —The 
lawyer, ſtruck with the truth and juſtice of the doc- 
trine, and frankly acknowledging the force of it, 
our bleſſed Saviour concludes the debate with a 
ſhort admonition, that he would practiſe What he 
nad approved — and g⁰ and! imitate that fair exam- 

ple of univerſal benevolence FRE 1 it had {ct be- 

fore him. 8 


* nen in 


Lache remaining part of the Gſcourſe 1 ſhall fol- 


1 


enlarge firſt upon the tory itſelf, With fuch ons 

as will ariſe from it; and conclude, as our Saviour 

has done, with the fame exhortation to kindneſs 
and W wich, 10 naturally falls from it. 


| A certain man, ſays. . e went n 
from Jeruſalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, 
who ſtripped him of his raiment, and departed, 
leaving him half dead. There is ſomething in our 


nature which engages us to take part in every ac- 


_ cident to which man is ſubject, from what cauſe 
ſoever it may have happened; but in ſuch calami- 


ties as a man has fallen into through mere misfor- 


tune, to be charged upon no fault or indiſcre- 


tion of himſelf, there is ſomething. then ſo truly 
1 intereſting, that. at the . firſt ſghe we generally 
#o make them our own, not altagether from a reflec- 


tion chat they might have been or may be ſo, but 


_ oftener from a certain generoſity and tenderneſs of 
nature which diſpoſes us for compaſſion, abſtracted 


from all conſiderations of ſelf; ſo that without any 


obſervable act of the will, we ſuffer wich the un- 
| fortunate, and feel a weight upon our ſpirits we 
know not why, on ſeeing the moſt common. inſtan- 


ces of their diſtreſs. But where the ſpectacle is 


uncommonly tragical, and complicated 1 with many 
circumſtances of miſery, the mind is then taken 
_ Captive at once, and were it inclined to it, has no 


£ aged 5 


all the tender emotions of pity and deep concern. 
» | our nature without looking farther, one would 


W vichour finding himſelf in ſome meaſure attached 
do the intereſt of him who ſuffers it. I ſay, one 


* 


ther of ſuch impenetrable matter, or wrought up 
by habitual ſelfiſhneſs to ſuch an utter inſenſibility 
of what becomes of the fortunes of their fellow. 
| creatures, as if they were not partakers of the ſame 


3 da 5 
1 Agence inſtances in the behaviour of a Prieſt 


and a Levite, whom in this account he repreſents 
| as Coming to the place where the unhappy man 


vas; both paſſing by without either ſtretching 
forth a hand to aſſiſt, or —_— a Non to ee 


I _—_ in his diſtreſs. 


DF hs Ee los came 8 a certain in prieſt! 

| — merciful God! that a teacher of thy religion 
| ſhould ever want humanity—or that a man'whoſe 
head might be thought full of the one, ſhould have 


: So that when one conſiders this friendly part of 


Vould think it impoſſible — for there are ſome 
tempers, how ſhall I deſcribe them? - formed ei- 


3 pdwer to 5 ee e ba: POT TE ſel to 


: 4 think it impoſſible for man to look upon miſery 


nature, or bas no lot or nnen at 2 n _ he 


Of this 1 our Seien edge two 


— 


a heart void of the other! This however was the 
51 3 us and though in theory one could 
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ſcarce ſuſpect that the leaſt pretence to religion, 
and an open diſregard to ſo main a part of it, could 


ever meet together ee e e is 
c ieee character, 


| Look into the world—how oken do you behold : 


» ſordid wretch, whoſe ſtrait heart is open to no 


man's affliction, taking ſhelter behind an appear- | 


ance of piety, and putting on the garb of religion, 
which none but the merciful and compaſſionate 


have a title to wear. Take notice with what ſanc- 


_ tity he goes to the end of his days, in the ſame 
ſelfiſh track in which he at firſt ſer out—turaing 
neither to the right hand nor to the left——bur 


plods on—pores all his life long upon the ground, 


as if afraid to look up, leſt peradventure he ſhould 


j ſee aught which might turn him one moment out of 


_ that ſtraight line where intereſt is carrying him:— 
or if, by chance, he ſtumbles upon a hapleſs object 


of diftreſs, which threatens ſuch a diſaſter to him — 


like the man here repreſented, devourly paſſing by 


on the other fide, as if unwilling to truſt himſelf to 


the impreſſions of nature, or hazard the inconve- 
niences which Py OE lead him into upon the 


eee bs be 
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of an unmerciful man to render the character ut- 


| terly odious, and that our Saviour gives in the : 
following inſtance he relates upon it. And like | 


* 
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wiſe, ſays he, a Levite, when he was at the place, 
came and looked at him. It was not a tranſient over- 
fight, the haſty or ill-adviſed neglect of an uncon- 
fidering humour, with which the beſt diſpoſed are 
ſometimes overtaken, and led on beyond the point 
I where otherwiſe they would have wiſhed to ſtop. 
| No!—on the contrary, it had all the aggravation 
of a deliberate act of inſenſibility proceeding from 
| 1 hard heart. When he was at the place, he came 
| and looked at him, — conſidered his misfortunes, | 
gave time for reafon and nature to have awolte 
a the imminent danger he was in and the preſſ- 
ing neceſſity of immediate help, which ſo violent a 
caſe called aloud for; — and after all! turned aſide, 
and eee left him to all che diilreſfes od his 
e ran | 


"=," CE 


In alk We r actions the worſt of men pay 
this compliment at leaſt to humanity, as to ende- 
vour to wear as much of the appearance of it, as the 
caſe will let them; —ſo that in the hardeſt actsa 
man- ſhall be guilty of, he has ſome motives, true | 
or falſe; always ready to offer, either to ſatisfy him- 
ſelf or the world, —and, Gop knows, too often to 
impoſe both upon the one and the other. And 
therefore-it would be no hard matter here to give 

a probable gueſs at what paſſed in the Levite's 
mind in the preſent caſe, and ſhew, was it neceſſary, 
by what kind of caſuiſtry he ſettled the matter with 
his N as he paſſed by, and guarded all the 

| 1 Fe 
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paſſages to his heart againſt the inroads which pity 
might attempt to make upon the occaſion.— But 
it is painful to dwell long upon this diſagreeable 
part of the ſtory; I therefore haſten to the con- 
cluding incident of it, which is ſo amiable, that one 
cannot eaſily, be too copious in reflections upon 
it.— And behold, ſays our Savious, a certain 
Samaritan as he journeyed came where he was; 
and when he ſaw him he had compaſſion on him 
and went to him - bound up his wounds, pouring 
in oil and wine, —ſet him upon his own beaſt, 
brought him to an inn, and took care of him. | 
ſuppoſe it will be ſcarce neceſſary here to remind 
you that the Jews had no dealings with the Sama- 
ritans — an old religious grudge—the worſt of all 
grudges, had wrought ſuch a diſlike between both 
people, that they held themſelves mutually diſ- 
charged not only from all offices of friendſhip, and 
kindneſs, but even from the moſt common acts of 

_ courteſy and good manners. This operated ſo 
ſtrongly in our Sa vioux's time, that the woman 
of Samaria ſeemed aſtoniſhed that he, being a Jew, 

| ſhould 4% water of her,—who was a Samaritan ;— 
ſo chat with ſuch a prepoſſeſſion, however diſtreſs- 
ful the caſe of the unfortunate man was, and how 
reaſonably ſoever he might plead for pity from ano- 
ther man, there was little aid or conſolation to be 
looked for from ſo unpromiſſing a quarter. Alas! 
after I have been twice paſſed by, negletted by men of 
my own nation and religion, bound by ſo many ties to 
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SERMON fr. hl 


mw me, beft bere friendleſs and unpitied both ty 4 
Prieſt and a Levite, men whoſe profeſſion and ſuperior 
advantages of knowledge could not leave them in the 
dark in what manner they ſhould diſcharge this debt _ 
which my condition claims, after this—what bopes? 


what expeFations from a paſſenger, not only a firan. 


er,—but a Samaritan, releaſed from all obligations _ 
to me, and by a national di Nite, inflamed by mutual il : 
offices, now made my enemy, and more likely to rejoick 8 
at the evils which have fallen upon LL n to 1 


27 


thread; a Dang to o ſave m me e from wy” } oj : he FE 


*%, 1 
3 


n no — wllequy to imagine; ; "bur ; 
the actions of generous and compaſſionate tem- 
pers baffle all little reaſonings about them. True 
charity, f in the Apoſtle” 8 deſcription, as it is kind, 
and i is 0 cor provoked, . it 5 UQUSRed this 

n he e came where 
he was, = beheld his diſtreſs, — -all te unfriendly 


| paſſions, which at, another time might have roſe 


within him, now utterly. forſook him and fled: 

when he ſaw his misfortunes—he forgot his enmity 
towards the man, — dropped all the- - prejudices 
which edycation had planted againſt him, and in 


1 


the room of them, all that was good and 5 5 


lonate _ faffered to ſpeak i in bis behalf. 


17 * 1215 1 
* 3 + & # 5 


x46 benevolent natures the impulſe to pity is Þ 


% udde en, that like” inſtruments of muſic | which 


the touch the objects Which are fitted 0 
7, ME 3 to 


wy SERMON. III. 


to excite "rb impreſſions work ſo inſtantaneous an 
effect, chat you would think the will was ſcarce 
concerned; and that the mind was ;altogether paſ- 
Pee in the ſympathy which her own goodneſs has 
„The truth is—the ſoul is generally in 
ſick caſes ſo huſily taken up and wholly engroſſed 
by the object of pity, that ſhe does not attend to her 
own operations, or take leiſure to examine the 
principles upon xhich ſhe acts. So that the Sama- 


titan, though the moment he ſaw him he had com- 


paſſion cn him, yet, ſudden as the emotion is re- 
preſented, you are not to imagine that it was 

mochanical, hut that there was a ſettled Principle 
of humanity and goodneſs | which aperated within 
him, and influenced not only the firſt impulſe of 
kindneſs, but the continuation of it throughout | 
the reſt of ſo engaging a behaviour. And becauſe | 


it 183 pleaſure to look into a good mind, ang trace 


Hut, as far as W is able, what paſſes. within it on 
{ik occaſions,—I ſhall beg leave for a moment to 
Mate an account. of what was likely to paſs in his; 
and in what manner ſo diſtreſsful a caſe would neceſ- 
ro] work 9 ſuch 8 Spobtign, 10 en. 


as he approached the place whae Fu — | 
nate man Jay, the inſtant he beheld him, no doubt 
ſome ſuch train of reflections as this would riſe in 
his mind. Good God! what a ſpectacle of mi- 
8 ſery do 1] behold! 4 man tripped of his 
« rainent x: ono. E before 


40 me 


n n ne nx.._ 8 


« me upon che ground, juſt read to expite;— 
« without the comfort of a friend to ſupport him 
_ © jn his laſt agonies, or the proſpect of a hand to 
ce cloſe his eyes when his pains are over. But 
* perhaps my concern ſhould leſſen; when E reflect 
te on the relations in which we ſtand to each other, 
„ that he is a Jew, and TI a Samaritan. But 
« are we not ſtill both men; partakers of the fame 
nature and ſubject to the ſame evils ?=let me 
« change conditions with him for a moment, and 
te eenſider, bad his lot befallen me as I 
« jn the way, what meaſure I ſhould have expected 
cc at his hand. Should I wiſh when he beheld 
b me wounded and half dead that he ould ſhut 
« yp his bowels of compaſſion from me, and dous 
t ble the weight of my miſeries by paſſing by and 
re leaving them unpitied? Zut J am a ſtranger ts 
< the man;—be it ſo—but T am tio ſtranger ts 
« his condition;—misfortunes are of tis particulat 
«© tribe or nation, but belong to us all; and live 
<« a general claim upon us, without diftin&tion of 
« climate, country, or religion. Beſides, though 
* am à ftranger—tis no fault of his that 1 d0 T7 
e not know him, and therefore une he 
« ſhould ſuffer by it: Had 1 known him, poſſi- 
« bly I ſhould have had eauſe to love and pity him 
<< the more; for aught 1 knew, he is ſome ene af 
% uneommon merit, whoſe life is rendered fil more 
< precious, as the Hves and happineſs of others 
© may be involyed in zes perhaps aft this inſtant 
D 4 | «that 


6. 
/ 


WP: SERMON: Ul. 
E that he lies here forſaken, in all this miſery, a 
ce * whole virtuous. family is joyfully looking for 
his return, and affectionately counting the hours 
0 « of his delay. Oh] did they know what evil had 
« befallen him how would they fly to ſuccour 
3 him Let me then haſten to ſupply thoſe tender 
« offices of binding up his wounds, and carrying 
[2 60 him to a place of ſafety or if that aſſiſtance 
comes too late, I ſhall comfort him at leaſt in 
| his laſt hour,—and, if I can do nothing elſe, 1 
4 « ſhall ſoften his misfortunes by dropping a er © 1 
cc „. over them,” RT UP dw ore Git 


* . 
4 11 . 


I 
#* 
3 


Tis 485 1 to Tae the en 1 5 
ritan | was influenced by ſome ſuch thoughts as 
g theſe, from the uncommon, generoſity of his Nah- — 

viour, which. i is repreſented by our Savio ope- 
| rating like the warm zeal of a brother, mixed with 8 
the affectionate diſcretion and care of a parent, who | 
Was not. ſatisfied with taking him under his pro- 
tection, and ſupplying his preſent wants, but in 
looking forwards for him, and taking care that his 
wants ſhould be ſupplied when he ſhould be gone, 
oy no att ane RE" him. wand os 55 
11 think. ns, es 09. . ee to 
prove how univerſally and deeply the ſeeds of this 
virtue of compaſſion are planted in the heart of 
man, than in the pleaſure we take in ſuch repre- 
ens of it; and Sore nyo — 
te 


SERMON It 4% 
Cds human nature in other colours, a to 
what enc J know: not) yet the matter of fact is ſo 
| ſtrong againſt them, that from the general propen- 
ſity to pity the unfortunate, we expreſs that ſenſa- 


tion by the word Humanity, as if it was inſeparable 


from our nature. That it is not inſeparable, I have 
allowed in che former part of this diſcourſe, from 
ſome; reproachful inſtances of ſelfiſh, tempers, 
which ſeem to take part in nothing beyond them 
ſelves; yet J am perſuaded, and affirm tis {till ſo 
great and noble a part of our nature, that a man 
mult do great violence to himſelf, and ſuffer manx 
a painful conflict, before he has eee to 


by 3 ws e ; 


HA IEF 


| is 5 in ws . Arbon, 1 


when the prieſt came to the place where he was, 


he: paſſed by on the other ſide; —he might have 
| paſſed by, you'll ſay, without turning aſide. No, 


there is a ſecret ſhame which attends every act of 
inhumanity not to be conquered in the hardeſt na- 


tures; ſo chat, as in other caſes, ſo eſpecially in 


this, many a man will do a eruel act, who at the 


ſame time will bluſh to look you in the face, and 
is forced to turn aſide before he can have a heart 
S keute bas 5 % oh d 500 
1 creature hatin a man is! dh at a 
* that he does what is wrong, is not able to 
js any OY! to what ANY praiſe- 
wWorthy. 


* 


42 SERMON SE 

Il have nom done with the parable, which was 
the- firſt; part propoſed to be conſidered in'this diſ- 
courſe; and ſhould proceed to the ſecond, which 
ſo naturally falls from it, of exhorting you, as our 
Saviour: did the lawyer upon it, to go and do ſo 
likewiſe :\ but I have been ſo copious in my teflec- 
tions upon the ſtory itſelf, that I find I have inſen- 
fibly incorporated into them almoſt all that I 
ſhould have ſaid here in recommending ſo amiable 
an example; by which means I have unawares 
anticipated the taſk propoſed. I ſhall therefore 
detain you no longer than with a ſingle remark 
upon the ſubject in general, which is this: *Tis 
; obſervable in many places of ſcripture, that our 


bleſſed  Saviovs, in deſcribing the day of judg- 


ment, does it in fuch a manner, as if the great en- 
quiry then, was to relate principally to this one 


virtue of compaſſion ;=-and as if our final ſenterice 
at that ſolemnity was to be pronouncedexattly = 


according to the degrees of it. was a hungred 
<< and ye gave me meat;—thirſty and ye gave me 
% drink—naked and ye-clothed me I was fick 
« and ye viſited me in priſon and ye came unto 
« me. Not that we ate to imagine from thence, 
as if any other good or evil action ſhould then be 
overlooked by the eye of the All- ſeeing Judge, 
but barely to intimate to us, that a charitable and 


benevolent diſpoſition: is ſo principal and ruling a 
part of a man's charatter, as to be a conſiderable 


8 kel, — whole — _— 
his 


nnen m 43 
his mind, with which all other virtues and vices 
reſpectively riſe and fall, and will almoſt neceſſa - 
rily be connected. Tell me therefore of a com- 


paſſionate man, you repreſent to me a man of a 
thouſand other good qualities on whom I can 
depend - whom I may ſafely truſt with my wife 
my children, my fortune and reputation. Tis for 


this, as the Apoſtle argues from the ſame principle 
* that he will not commit adultery—that he will 


„ not kill—that he will not ſteal—that he will 
cc not bear falſe witneſs,” That is, the ſorrows 


which are ſtirred up in men's hearts by ſuch treſ- 
paſſes are ſo tenderly felt by a compaſſionate man, 
that it is not in his power or his nature to com- 


mit them, 


— 80 that well might he conclude, that charity, 

by which he means, the love to your neighbour, 
was the end of the commandment ; and that who- 
ſoever fulfilled it, had fulfilled the r. 


Mew to God, &c.. Aon 
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 SELF-KNOWLEDGE:” 
2 e xii. Shut ee 
And Nathan ſaid unto David, Thou art the man. } 


"H ERE is no hiſtbrical paſſage i in bee; 
1 which gives a more remarkable inſtance of 
5 eee of the heart of man to itſelf, and 
of how little we truly know of ourſelves, than this, 
wherein David is convicted out of his own mouth, 
and is led by the prophet to condemn and pro- 
nounce a ſevere. judgment upon another, for an 
act of injuſtice, which he had paſſed over in him- 
ſelf, and poſſibly reconciled to his own conſcience. 
To know one's ſelf, one would think could be no 
very difficult leſſon; — for who you'll: ſay can well 
be truly ignorant of himſelf and the true diſpo- 
ſition of his own heart? If a man thinks at all, he 
cannot be a ſtranger to what paſſes there = he muſt 
| be. conſcious of his own thoughts and defires, he 
muſt remember his paſt purſuits, and the true 
ſprings and motives which in general have directed 
the actions of his life: he may hang out falſe co- 
lours and deceive the world, but how can a man 
deceive himſelf? That a man canis evident, 


becauſe 


4 8 ENMON IV. 5 
becauſe he daily does ſo.—Scripture tells us, and 
gives us many hiſtorical proofs of it, befides this 
th which the text refers that the heart of man is 


* treacherous to itſelf and deceitfud above all things,” , 


| and experience and every hour's commerce with 
the world confirms the truth of this ſeeming para- 
dox, © That though man is the only creature en- 
ce dowed with reflection, and conſequently qualified 
te to know the moſt of himſelf — yet ſo it happens, 
ee that he generally knows the leaſt ;—and with all 
< the power which Go has given him of turning 
c his eyes inward upon himſelf, and taking notice of 
*« the chain of his own thoughts and deſires— yet, 
e in fact, is generally fo inattentive, but always ſo 
<« partial an obſerver of what paſſes, that he is as 
“ much, nay often, a much greater ſtranger to his 
c own diſpoſition and true character, than ae the 
0 {pau belides,” py 


By'what: means Weires W co itt | 

a4 rern and how he ſuffers himſelf to be ſo 
groſsly impoſed upon, in a point which he is capa- 
ble of knowing ſo much better than others, is not 
hard to give an account of; nor need we ſeek far- 


ther for it, than amongſt the cauſes which are every + 


day perverting his reaſon,” and miſleading him. 
We are deceived in judging of ourſelves, juſt as we 
are in judging of other things, when our paſſions 
and inclinations are called in as counſellors; and we 
| Ge: ourſelves to ſee and reaſon juſt ſo far and no 
i ; farther 


Erther than they give us leave. How hard do we 


ind it to paſs an equitable and ſound judgment in 
2 matter where our intereſt is deeply concerned! 
and even where there is the remoteſt conſideration 
of ſelf, connected with the point before us, what a 
ſtrange bias does it hang upon our mind, and how 


difficult is it to diſengage our judgments entirely | 


from it! with what reluctance are we brought to 
think evil of a friend, whom we have long loved 
and eſteemed; and though there happens to be 
ſtrong appearances againſt him, how apt we are to 


overlook. or put favourable conſtructions upon 


them, and even ſometimes, when our zeal and 
friendſhip tranſport us; to aſſign the beſt and kind- 


| eſt motives, for the worſt and moſt- e 5 
eee 5 F 


we are ill worſe caſuiſts, ant 1 Do 1 
ö porticaatity ſtronger with a man, when he is going 
to judge of himſelf—that deareſt of all parties,» 

ſo cloſely connected with him—ſo much and ſa 


long beloved—of whom he has ſo early conceived 


the higheſt opinion and eſteem, and with whoſe _ 


merit he has all along, no doubt, found ſo much 


reaſon to be contented. It is not an eaſy matter 
to be ſevere, where there is ſuch an impulſe to be 
kind, or to efface at once, all the tender impreſſi- 
ons of ſo old a friend, which diſabled us from think - 
ing of him as he is, and ſeeing him in the light, 


(may be) in which every one elſe ſees him. 


and more artful courſe was requiſite; as they had 


80 that: Ae eaſy eee of one's 


fele may appear at firſt ſight, it is otherwiſe when 
we come to examine; ſince not only in practice, 
but even in ſpeculation and theory, we find it one 


of the hardeſt and moſt painful leſſons. Some of 


the earlieſt inſtructors of mankind, no doubt, found 


5 it ſo too, and for that reaſon, ſoon ſaw the neceſ- 
ſity of laying ſuch a ſtreſs upon this great precepft 
bol ſelf-knowledge, which for its excellent wiſdom 


and uſefulneſs, many of them ſuppoſed to be a di- 


vine direction; that it came down from Heaven, 


and comprehended the whole circle both of the 


| knowledge and the duty of man. And indeed their 
⁊eal might eaſily be allowed in ſo high an enco- 
mium upon the attainment of a virtue, the want of 
which ſo often baffled their inſtructions, and render- 
ed their endeavours of reforming the heart vain and 
uſeleſs. For who could think of a reformation of 


the faults within him, who knew not where they 


lay, or could ſet about correcting, till he had firſt 
dome to a ſenſe of the defects "_ 0 DogeRR it? 


But this was a poſit Sims EY as recom- : 
mended by public inſtructors than ſhewn how to 
be put in practice: and therefore others, who equal- 
ly ſought the reformation of mankind, obſerving 


that this direct road which led to it was guarded -on 
all ſides by ſelf- love, and conf 


| equently very diffi- 
cult to open acceſs, ſoon found out that a different 


not 


SERMON IW. 1 


not ſtrength to remove this flattering paſſion which 
ſtood in their way and blocked up all the paſſages 
to the heart, they endeavoured by ſtratagem to get 
beyond it, and by a ſkilful addreſs, if poſſible, to 
deceive it. This gave riſe to the early manner © 
conveying their inſtructions in parables, fables, and 
ſuch ſort of indirect applications; which tho! they 
could not conquer this principle of ſelf. love, yet 
often laid it aſleep, or at leaſt over- reached it for a 
few moments, till a ut aadgment, could be 
The propher Nathan ſeems to have been a 7 
maſter i in this way of addreſs. David had greatly 
diſpleaſed God by two grievous ſins which he had 
committed, and the propher's commiſſion Was to 
. go and bring him to a conviction of them, and 
touch his heart with a ſenſe of guilt for what he had 
done nd © che honour and life of Uriah. 


The n man n knew, has m was it any one 8 2 
but David's own, no man would have been ſo quick 
ſighted in diſcerning the nature of the injury, | 
more ready to have redreſſed it, or who would have 
felt more compaſſion for the PA? who had ſ — 
5 it, than he himſelf, 


Inſtead therefore of 8 the N 1 . 
| 11 his errand, by a direct accuſation, and reproof 
for the crimes he had ie he ane to 


4 
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| him with a fictitious complaint of a cruel act Uf. n- 
Juſtice done by another; and accordingly he frames 


| a caſe, not ſo parallel to David's as he ſuppoſed 
i would awaken his ſuſpicion; and prevent a patient 
: 


7 and candid hearing; and yet not ſo void of reſem- 
=. blance in the main circumſtances, as to fail of ſtrik- 
18 2 ing. him when 2585 in 9 N 


q | "Ag Nathan, Sint 54 aid und him, © Ttere 
11 e were two men in one city, the one rich and the 
_—_ * other poor ;-—the rich man had exceeding many 
= c flocks and herds, but the poor man had nothing, 
1 « fave one little ewe lamb which he had bought 
4 and nouriſhed up and it grew up together with 
e him and with his children—it did eat of his own 
et meat, and drink of his own cup, and lay in 
* his boſom, and was unto him as a daughter; 
e and there came a traveller unto the rich man, 
e and he fpared to take of his owh, flock; and 6f 
te his own herd, to dreſs for the wayfaring-man, 
4 that was come unto him, but took the poor 
man's lamb and dreſſed” It for the Tran that Wy 
5 come unto bim.“ 51 


Te tae wa Ira WA Ys agua al 

| beauty,—the ſeveral minute circumſtances which 

| heightened the injury truly affecting. and ſo 
ſtrongly urged, that it would have been impoſfible 

for any man with'a previous ſenſe of guilt vpon 
His mind, to have defended Himſelf from ſomt de- 
igree of remorſe, which & muſt OT have ex- 

cited, | | 


09 
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The ſtory, chough, it ſpoke: only of U the injuſtice 55 
to; what he had hacks 8 himſelf, with all 5-8 5 


circumſtances of its aggravation; — and withal, the 
whole was ſo tenderly addreſſed to the heart and 
| paſſions, as to kindle at once the utmoſt horror and 


indignation. And ſo it did, — but not againſt the 


proper perſon. In his tranſport he forgot himſelf; 


his anger greatly kindled againſt the man, 


and he faid unto Nathan, “ As the Loxp liveth, 


« the man that hath done this thing ſhall furely 
« die, and he ſhall reſtore the lamb fourfold, be- 
roy , rae re. 
« ROOTS by I | 05. 


4 


ro can Fran be . hare” wigs Fs Davids 

| anger was real, and that he was what he appeared to 
be, greatly provoked and exaſperated againſt the 
offender: and, indeed, his ſentence againſt him 


proves he was ſo above meaſure : For to puniſh 


the man with death, and oblige him to reſtore four- i 
fold beſides, was highly unequitable, and not only 


lifproportioned to the offence, but far above the ut- 


moſt rigour and ſeverity of the law, which allowed a 


no more than an.ample eniicotionand.cowmnpenge 
in kind. The judgment, however, ſeems to haye 


been truly ſincere and well meant, and beſpoke ra- 


ther the honeſt raſhneſs of an unſuſpicious judge, 


than the cool determination of a conſcious and 
guilty man, who knew he was doing to ok ſentence 


upon himſelf, 


. SERMON IV. | 

= wks notice of this particular, becauſe} it t places 
this inſtance of ſelf-deceit, which is the ſubje& 
of the diſcourſe, in the ſtrongeſt light, and fully 
demonſtrates the truth of a fact in this great man, 
which! happens every day among ourſelves ;' namely, 
that a man may be guilty of very bad and'diſho- 
neſt actions, and yet reflect ſo little, or ſo partially, 
upon what he has done, as to keep his conſcience 
free, not only from guilt, but even the remoteſt ſuſ- 
picions, that he is the man which in truth he is, and 
4 the tenor and evidence of his life demonſtrate. 
If we look into the world David's is no uncom- 
mon caſe; — we ſee ſome one or other perpetually 
copying this bad original, fitting in judgment upon 
himſelf, hearing his own cauſe, and not knowing 
what he is doing; haſty in paſſing ſentence, and 
even executing it too with wrath upon the perſon 
of another, when in the language of the prophet, 
one _— Gay to > him 1 856 rs 520 ce thou art de 
466 e, 3”, 8 | 


ob . many enge, covetous, alle wy i. 
Autered perſons which we complain of in the world, 
though we all 3 join in the cry againſt them, what 
man amongſt us ſingles out himſelf as a criminal, 

or ever once takes it into his head that he adds to 

the number? or where is there a man ſo bad, who 
would not think it the hardeſt and moſt unfair im- 
putation, to have any of thoſe den vices * 
to cored eden W 


Yu & 3 4; 
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Ik he has the ſymptoms never ſo ſtrong upon 


him, which he would pronounce infallible in ano- 


ther, they are indications of no ſuch malady in 
himſelf. —He ſees what no one elſe ſees, ſome ſe- 
cret and flattering circumſtances in his favour,” _ 
which no doubt make a wide difference betwixt 


his "_ n che Parey © which b he condenins. 


What other n man ſpeaks. fo en and vehemently 
againſt the vice of pride, ſets the weakneſs of it in 


a more odious light, or is more hurt with it in 
another, than the proud man himſelf? Ir is the 
' fame with the paſſionate, the deſigning, the am- 
bitious, and ſome other common characters in life; 


and being a conſequence of the nature of ſuch vices, 
and almoſt inſeparable from them, the effects of it 


are generally fo groſs and abfurd, that where pity _ 
does not forbid, tis pleaſant to obſerve and trace 


the cheat thro' the ſeveral turnings and ' windings 


of the heart, and detect it through all ne! ſhapes 
5 — eee which f it puts on. 


* — 
; i J 


Nen to theſe 8 of fell. deceit and utter 
ignorance of our true diſpoſition and character, 


which appears in not ſeeing that in ourſelves which 


ſhocks: us in another man; there is another ſpecies 
ſtill more dangerous and deluſive, and which the 4 
more guarded perpetually fall into from the judg=  , 
ments they make of different vices, according to 


their age and complexion, and the various ebbs 
_ Bou of their paſſions and deſires. 


3 No To 


a o "Ap _ — — 00 _ as 8 2 * 0 2 * 0 4 — 
— th EE fe FB i BS 3 


$0 © STRMON: IW.- 
Bo conceive this, let any man look into his own 
heart, and obſerve in how different a degree of de- 
teſtation, numbers of actions ſtand there, tho! equal- 
ly bad and vicious in themſclves: he will ſoon find 
that ſuch of them, as ſtrong inclination or cuſtom 
has prompted him to commit, are generally dreſſed 
out, and painted with all the falſe beauties which a 
ſoft and flattering hand can give them; and that 
pe: the others, to which he feels no propenſity, appear 
210 at once naked and deformed, ſurrounded with all 
„ A true circumſtances of their Solos: diſhonour. 


2 a” an ond. 


+ 


When David pc Saul hin in Pp cave, 

and cut off the ſkirt of his robe, we read, his heart 
ſſmote him for what he had done ;—ftrange, it 

-  ſmotehim not in this matter of Uriah, where it had 
ſo much ſtronger reaſon to take the alarm. R 
whole year had almoſt paſſed from the firſt com- 
miſſion of this injuſtice, to the time the prophet 
was ſent to reprove him; and we read not once of 
any remorſe or compunction of heart for what he 
had done: and it is not to be doubted, had the ſame 
prophet met him when he was returning up out of 
the cave, and told him, that, ſcrupulous and con- 
ſcientious as he then ſeemed, and thought himſelf 
to be, he was deceiving himſelf, and was capable of 
commiting the fouleſt and moſt diſhonourable ac- 
tions ; that he ſhould one day murder a faithful 
and a valiant ſervant, whom he ought in juſtice to 
have loved and honoured ee he ſhould without 


* 
« pity 
; 
* 
* ; 
« 
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pity firſt wound him in the tendereſt part, by ta- 
king away his deareſt poſſeſſion, —and then unmer- 
cifully and treacherouſly rob him of his life. Had 
Nathan in a prophetic ſpirit foretold to David that 
he was capable of this, and that he ſhould one day 
actually do it, and from no other motive but the 
momentary gratification of a baſe and unworthy 
_ paſſion; he would have received the prediction 

with horror, and ſaid poſſibly with Hazael upon 
Juſt ſuch another occaſion, and with the ſame igno- 
rance of himſelf, —What! is thy fervant a dog that 
be ſhould do this great thing? And yet in all likeli- 
| hood, at that very time there wanted nothing but 
the fame degree of temptation, and the ſame op- 
| portunity to induce him to the fin which afterwards 
overcame him. 


Thus the yg ſtands with us Mill. - When the | 
_ paſſions are warmed, and the ſin which preſents it- 
ſelf exactly tallies to the deſire, obſerve how i impe- 
tuouſly a man will ruſh into it, and act againſt all 
principles of honour, juſtice, and mercy. Talk to 
him the moment after upon the nature of another 
vice to which he is not addicted, and from which, 
perhaps his age, his temper, or rank in life ſecure 
him; take notice, how well he reaſons, - with what 
equity he determines, - what an honeſt indignation. 
and ſharpneſs he expreſſes againſt it, and how 
inſenſibly his anger kindles againſt 8 man who 
hath done 5 thing. 


mY as 


: 


s ER MON Iv: 


Thus we are nice in grains and ſcruples, but 
knaves in matters of a pound weight; every day 
training at gnats, yet ſwallowing camels; - miſer- 
ably cheating ourſelves, and torturing our reaſon to 


bring us in ſuch a report of the fin as ite os e 


ſent 51.5 apa 1 ae F : 


Mott of us are aware a and 4 pd to deteſt the 


bare faced inſtances of that hypocrify by which men 


deceive others; but few of us are upon our guard, 


or ſee that raore fatal hypocriſy by which we de- 
ceive and over-reach our own hearts. It is a flat - 
tering and dangerous diſtemper, which has undone 
| e ve bring the ſeeds of it along with us 
into the world, — they inſenſibly grow up with us 
from our childhood, —they lie long concealed and 


undiſturbed, and have generally got ſuch deep root 


in our natures by the time we are come to years of 
20:0 underſtanding and reflection, that it requires all we 


7 50 i to defend Now elves 5 . _ effects. 


To Rates 4 me cars ſtill Works on our nes 'tis 


with this, as with every grievous diſtemper of the 
body, the remedies are dangerous and doubtful, 


in proportion to our miſtakes and ignorance of the 


cauſe: for in the inſtances of ſelf-deceit, though the 


head is ſick, and the whole heart faint, the patient 


ſeldom knows what he ails: of all the things we 
know and learn, this Oy e comes 


N | N 1 5 
„ 5 N 3 


— 
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Upon what principles it happens thus; I have 
endeayoured to lay open in the firſt part of this 


| diſcourſe, which 1 conclude with a ſerious exhort- 
ation to ſtruggle againſt them; which we can only 


hope to do, by converſing more an 24 oftener with 
ourſelves, than the buſineſs and diverſions of the 5 
world 1 S us leave. 5 | 


We have a chain of Woche, defires, engage- 


ments and idleneſſes, which perpetually return upon 
us in their proper time and order :—let us, I be- 


ſeech you, aſſign and ſet apart ſome ſmall portion 
of the day for this purpoſe, —of retiring into our- 


ſelves, and ſearching into the dark corners and receſ- 
ſes of the heart, and taking notice of what is paſſing 


there. If a man can bring himſelf to do this taſk 


with a curious and impartial eye, he will quickly 
find the fruits of it will more than recompence his 
time and labour. He will ſee ſeveral irregularities _ 
and unſuſpected paſſions within him which he ne- 

ver was aware of: — he will diſcover in his progreſs 


many ſecret turns and windings in his heart to which 


he was a ſtranger, which now gradually open and 
diſcloſe themſelves to him upon a nearer view; in 
theſe labhrinths he will trace out ſuch hidden 8 


ſprings and motives for many of his moſt applauded 
actions, as will make him rather ſorry and aſhamed 


of himſelf, than uu: 


e 


——— ] —.. an nd een Be 
» . 
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* . he will underſtand his errors, and hon 
ſee the neceſfity, with Dayid, of imploring Gop, 
to cleanſe him from his ſecret faults, and with 
ſome hope and confidence to ſay, with this great 
man after his conviction, —* Try me, O Gov, and 
« ſeek the ground of my heart,—prove me and 
te examine my thoughts, —look well if there be any 
e way of wickedneſs in me, and lead me in oP 


TE 
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Now to Gop the Tas &c. Gt. 5 | 
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T H Is | Sermon Ah the 17 
following Dedication to 7 
the Lord Biſhop of Carliſle, 
then Dean of ort, was print- 


ed ſome Vears ago, but was 


read by very few; z it is there- | 
fore reprinted 1 in this Collec- : 


tion. f 


144 
I's 


ig wh 


T0 THE: 


4 


VERY REVEREND | 


RICHARD OSBALDISTON, D. D. 


br : £ Þ 


Deva of York. 


Sz” 


1 ; Have talen the 2 70 inſeribe Ibis 
di iſcour ſe 10 Ju, in teſtimony of the 


| great reſpect which I owe to your charac- 
ter in general; and from a ſenſe of 2 what 


Aw. by. * d 


is dueto it in particular 2 e em- 


ww the Church of Mok. 


$f of 


52 I had as good a reaſon for doing 


that, which has g given me the opportunity 


of making % public and "juſt an achnow- 
ledgment ; being afraid there can be little 


Left to be ſaid upon the Subject of Charity, 5 
which has not been often thought, and much 
better e by many who have gone 

| before: and indeed it ſeems /o beaten and 


common a path, that it is not an eaſy mat- 


Bt „„ rer 


induced me to addreſs it to jou; one f 


DEDICATION. | 
ter for a new comer to diſtinguiſh himſelf 

in tt, by any thing I; the * 4 
i his Vehicle. _ 


ens beg, * Sir, 5 kind accept- 
ance of it, and of the motives which have 


which, J cannot conceal in fuſtice to 7 elf, 
becauſe it has proceeded from the ſenſe of 

many favours and civilities which I have 

received from you. I am, | 


Reverend 81 = 
; Your mof obliged, | 
pn fairlful 
| bumble Sea 


' LAURENCE STERNE. 
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THE. CASE. OF „ ELIIAR AND ThE 
WIDOW OF ZAREPHATH CONSIDERED. 
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1 Kings xvii. 16. 


nd the barrel of mial waſted not, — did the 
. Cruſe of oil fail, accoriling to the word of the ore : 


| which be pale by the ereus Elb. 


HE FS of the text are the £8 of a 


miracle wrought in behalf of the widow of 


| Zatephath, who had charitably taken Elijah under 


her roof, and adminiſtered unto him in a time of 


great ſcarcity and diſtreſs. There is ſomething very 
intereſting and affectionate in the manner this ſtory . 


is related in holy writ; and as it concludes with a 
| ſecond (ﬆN more remarkable) proof of Gop's 
favour to the ſame perſon, in the reſtoration of her 
dead ſon to life, one cannot but conſider both mi- 
racles as rewards of that act of piety, wrought by 
infinite power, and left upon record in ſcripture, not 

merely as teſtimonies of the prophet s divine miſ- 


ſion, but likewiſe as two encouraging inſtances of 


Gop Almighty's bleſſing rand! Mn of 9 
and benevolence, | 
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8 E R M. 0 N v. 
In this view 1 have a choice of this piece 5 


ſacred hiſtory, which I ſhall beg leave to make uſe 


of as the ground-work for an exhortation to charity 
in/achertl 5 and that it may better unſwer the par- 


* cular purpoſe of this ſolemnity, I will endeavour | 


to enlarge upon it with ſuch reflections, as, I truſt 
in Gov, will excite ſome ſentiments of compaſſion . 
which ny be era to 0 Hops a = gn. 


| Bljab had fled Goh: two dreadful 4 he's FRY 
A of a Aare and the perſecution of Ahab, 
an enraged enemy: and in obedience to the com- 
mand of God had hid himſelf by the brook Che- 


rith, that is before Jordan. In this ſafe and peace- 


ful ſolitude, bleſſed with daily marks of God's pro- 
vidence, the holy man dwelt free both from the cares 
and glories of the world: by miraculous impulſe 
the ravens brought him bread and fleſh i in the morning, 


and bread and fleſh.i in the evening, and be drank of the 


brook; till by continuance of drought ( the windows 


of heaven being ſhut up in thoſe days for three years 


and fix months, which was the natural cauſe like- 
viſe of the famine) it came to paſs after a while 
| that the brook, the great fountain of his ſupport, 
dried up; and he is again directed by the word of 
the Lord where to betake himſelf for ſhelter. He . 
is commanded to ariſe and g0 to Zarephath, which 


belongeth to Zidon, with an aſſurance that he had 


diſpoſed the heart of a widow woman there to ſul- 
| Win him. 


Tbe 
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Tbe 8 follows the call of his Gop: the 
Hens hand which brought him to the gate of. the 
city, had led alſo the poor widow out of her doors, 
oppreſſed with ſorrow. She had come forth upon 
a melancholy errand, to make preparation to cat 
her laſt meal, and ſhare 1 it with er 8 


No 5 4 had Wie angel 3 this tra- 
vical event with all the thrifty management which 
ſclf-preſervation and parental love could inſpire ; 
full, no doubt, of cares and many tender apprehen- 

ſions left the ſlender ſtock ſhould fail them eln 

the return of 1 10 ; 
But as ſhe was a widow, having loſt the only 
faithful friend who would beſt have aſſiſted her in 
this virtuous. ſtruggle, the preſent neceſſity of the 
times at length overcame her; and ſhe was juſt 
falling down an eaſy prey to it, when Elijah came 
to the place where ſhe was. And he called unto ber, 
and ſaid; Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in a 
| veſſel, that I may drink. + And as ſhe was going to 
fetch it, be called unto her, and ſaid, Bring me, I pray 
thee, a morſel of bread in thine hand. And fhe ſaid, 


As the Lord thy God Jiveth, I bave not a cake, but a 0 


handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruſe: 
and behold, I am gathering two ſticks, that IT may go in 
and dreſs it for me and my ſon, that we may eat it 
and die. Aud Elijab ſaid unto her, Fear not, but go, 
and " as thou __ ſaid; but make me re a little 
6% F cake 


| cake frf, , and 1 it unto me, 0 Fo make for * 
and for thy ſon. For thus ſaith the Lord God of Hrael, 


The barrel of meal ſhall not waſte, neither ſhall the 
eruſe of oil fail, until the 8 807 that the Lord YO 
rain 255 the . 


True 3 is os unwilling to nd PAYS 
—elſe-here was a fair opportunity of pleading 
many: ſhe might have inſiſted over again upon 
her ſituation, which neceſſarily tied up her hands — 
ſhe might have urged the unreaſonableneſs of the 


requeſt;—that ſhe was reduced to the loweſt extre- 


mity already and that it was contrary to juſtice 
and the firſt law of nature, to rob herſelf and child 
of en laſt morſel, and N it to a Showers - ; 


Burk in generous „ie computes] is germs, 
more than a balance for 'ſelf-preſervation.. For, 
as Gop certainly interwove that friendly ſoftneſs 


in our nature to be a check upon too great a pro- 


penſity towards ſelf- love — ſo it ſeemed to operate 
here. For it is obſervable, that though the prophet 
backed his requeſt withthe promiſe of an immediate 
-recompence in multiplying her ſtock ; yet it is not 
evident, ſhe was influenced at all by that tempta- 


tion. For if ſne had, doubtleſs it muſt have 


wrought ſuch a mixture of ſelf-intereſt into the 
motive of her compliance, as muſt greatly have 
allayed the merit of the action. But this, I ſay, 
does not appear, Gut rather the contrary, from the 

x = reflection 


g 


rell Eich ſhe makes upon the Whole in the laſt" 
verſe of the chapter. Noro by this' I know that thou 
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ar} @ man of God, and that eee Lord in = 


| ehy re e is 8 5 


beides, as ge was an lait of 9 80 |” 


(or, as'it is called by St. Luke, Sarepta, ſubje& to 


Sidon, the metropolis of Phcenicia, without the 


bounds of God's people,) ſhe had been brought up 
in groſs darkneſs and idolatry, in utter ignorance of 


the Loxp Gop of Iſrael: or, if ſhe had heard of = 
his name; which is all that ſeems probable, the had 
been taught to diſbelieve the mighty wonders of * 


his hand, and was ill leſs 1 to believe his 
prophet. 


Moreover, the might argue, If this man by 


fome ſecret myſtery of his own, or through the 
power of his Gop, is able to procure ſo preterna- 
tural a ſupply for me, whence comes it to paſs, that 
he now ſtands in want himſelf, T__ Dot with 


| ors ee and Or” 


"Fe appears bs that ſhe muſt hive Tom a 


wrought upon by an unmixed principle of human- 
ity.— She looked upon him as a fellow-partner al- 


moſt in the ſame affliction with herſelf ——She | 
conſidered he had come a weary pilgrimage, in a 
ſultry climate, through an exhauſted country; where 


neither bread or water were to be had, but by acts 


„„ of _ 
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of liberality.— That he had come an unknown tra- 


veller, and as a hard heart never wants pretence, 
that this circumſtance, which ſhould rather have 


| | befriended, might have helped to oppreſs him. — 
She conſidered, (for charity is ever fruitful in kind 
" reaſons) that he was now far from his own country, | 
and had ſtrayed out of the reach of the tender offices 
of ſome, one who affectionately mourned his ab- 
| fence —her; heart was touched with pity. —Sbe 
// turned in ſilence, and went and did according as be 
bad ſaid. And bubold, both ſhe, and he, and her houſe 
did eat many days; or, as in che margin, one whole 
year. Aud the barrel of meal waſted not, neither did 
the cruſe of oil fail, until the day that God W rain 
| 5 the earth. 


Though 5 may not ſeem neceſſary to raiſe con- 
jectures here upon this event, yet it is natural to 
ſuppoſe, the danger of the famine, being thus unex- 
pecteclly got over, that the mother began to lock 
hopefully: forwards upon the reſt of her days. 
There were many widows in Ifrael at that time, 
when the heavens were ſhut up for three years and 

ſix months, yet, as St. Luke obſerves, to none of 
. them was. the prophet ſent, ſave 10 this widow. of | 

 Sarepta: in all likelihood, ſhe. would not be the 

laſt in making the ſame obſervation, and drawing 

from it ſome flattering concluſion in favour of her 

ſon. Many a parent would build high upon a worſe 

F ne —* . the God. of Lracl has thus 
7. e ſent 


& 
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ce gar Wie own meſſenger to us in our Aiſtreſs, to 
« paſs by ſo many houſes of his own people, and 
« ſtopar mine, to ſave it in ſo miraculous a manner 

« from deſtruction; doubtleſs, this is but an ear- 
« neſt of his future kind intentions to us: at leaſt 
« his goodneſs has decreed to comfort my old age 


© by the hans e health of my ſon:—biit - 


« perhaps, he has ſomething greater ſtill in Kore 
« for him, and I ſhall live to fee the ſame hand 
« hereafter erown his head with glory and honour?ꝰ 
We may naturally ſuppoſe her innocently carricd | 


K away with ſuch thoughts, when ſhe is called back 


by an unexpected diſtemper which furprizes her ſon, 
and in one moment brings down all her hopes 
os e ee be. f ed 90 e 
eee 


The er ls tions gt: immoderate Se e 


ſeldom juſt. For, though Elijah had already 


preſerved her fon, as well as herſelf, from imme... 
diate death, and was the laſt cauſe to be ſuſpected 
of ſo ſad an accident: yet the paſſionate mother in 
the firſt tranſport challenges him as the author of 
her misfortune, ——as if he had brought down 
forrow upon a houſe which had ſo hoſpitably thel- = 
tered him, The prophet was too full of compal. 


| hon, to make reply to fo unkind an accuſation, - 


He takes the dead child out of bis mother*s Beem, 
end laid him upon bis own bed; and be cried unto the 


Lord and Jaid, O Lord my God, — brought 


"BS fy” evil 


EA Elijah cried unto God, and ſaid, O Lord m 


| would report with pleaſure, “ Lo! the widow d 
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cuil upon the widow with: whom 1 ſojourn, by fy 51 
ber ſon? * Is this the reward of all her charit 
c and goodneſs? thou haſt before this robbed her 
of the dear partner of all her joys and all her 
<<. cares; and no that ſhe is a widow, and has moſt 
| & reaſon to expect thy protection; behold thou 
e haſt withdrawn her laſt prop: thou haſt taken 
away her child, the only ſtay ſhe had to reſt on. 


| God, I pray thee let ** OW s ee com into Fin 
| ang e lt 0 27 75 5 


The prayers was 3 rs <a he diſtre 
* of. a humane mind, deeply ſuffering in the misfor- 
tunes of another; —moreover his heart was rent 
with other paſſions.— He was zealous for the name 
and honour of his God, and thought not only hi 
omnipotence, but his glorious: attribute of mercy 
concerned in the event: for, oh! with what tri 
umph would the prophets. of Baal retort his om 

bitter taunt, and ſay, his God was either talking, u 

be was purſuing, or was in a journey; or peradventunt 
be flept and ſhould have been awaked !— He was more- 
over involved in the ſucceſs of his prayer himſclf:— 
honeſt minds are moſt hurt by ſcandal.——And he 
was afraid, left ſo foul a one, ſo unworthy of his 
character, might ariſe among the heathen, wiv 


yr took the meſſenger of the Goo af 
« Iſrael under her roof, 2 entertained hin 
| | « and 


kn 
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| « and ſe. 8 ſhe is rewarded: ſurely the propher 
ec was ungrateful, he 72 power, or FOE > 
xs * worle, he wanted pity. | 


Beſides a all hs, he A not only hs G of | 
hin; it was the cauſe of charity itſelf, which had 
received a deep wound already, and would ſuffer | 

ſtill more ſhould Gop deny it this teſtimony of his 

favour. So the Lord hearkened to the voice of Elijab, 

21d the ſoul of the child came into him again, and be 

revived. | And Elijab took the child, and brought bim 

down out of the chamber into the bouſe, and delivered 

bim unto bis notber; and rates TE 7 kg <f 
| Bueth. | | 


11 * be DIP to a FRED mind to ſtop here 


| . a moment, and figure to itſelf the picture of ſo joy- 
ful an event. To behold on one hand the raptures 


of the parent, overcome with ſurprize and grati- 


tude, and imagine how ſudden a ſtroke of ſuen 
impetuous joy muſt operate on a deſpairing coun- 
tenance, long accuſtomed to ſadneſs. To conceive 
on the other ſide of the piece, the holy man approach- 
ing with the child in his arms full of honeſt 
triumph in his looks, but ſweetened with all the 
kind ſympathy. which a gentle nature could over- 
flow with upon ſo happy an event. It is a ſubject 
one might recommend to the pencil of a great ge- 
nius, and would even afford matter for deſcription' 
+ ds but that it would lead us too far from the 


F 4 | e 
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particular purpoſe, for which I have e thus 
much of the ſtory already; the chief deſign of 
which is, to illuſtrate by a fact, what is evident both 
in reaſon and ſcripture, that a charitable and good 
action is ſeldom caſt away, but that even in this 


Hb life it is more than probable, that what is ſo ſcat- 


tered ſhall: be gathered again with increaſe. Coſt 
thy bread upon the waters, and thou ſbalt ſind it after 
may days. Be as a father unto the fatherleſs, and 
| inſtead of an huſband unto their mater; ſo ſbalt thou 
be as a ſan of the M High, and be will love thee 
more thay thy mother doth. Be mindful of good turns, 
for thou knoweft nut "what evil ſhall come upon the 
earth; and when thou falleſt thou ſhalt find a tay. It 
ſhall preſerve thee from all affliction, and fight for thee 
againſt thy enemies better than a mighty ſhield and 


I be great / inſtability of temporal affairs, and 
_ conſtant fluctuation of every thing in this world, 
1 e een of ee daß in ſuch 


Jl | What - 8 ONE by Gilings 3 
croſs accidents in trade; by miſcarriage of projects: 
An . by unſuitable expences of parents, extrava- 
gancies of children, and the many other ſecret ways 
whereby riches make themſelves wings and fly away; 
ſo many ſurprifing revolutions do every day hap- 
r 8 . ſtrange oi 
that 


ö 
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that the poſterity of ſome of the moſt liberal con- 
tributors here, in the changes which one-century 
may produce, may poſſibly: find ſhelter under this 
very plant which now they ſo. kindly water. Nay, 
ſo quickly ſometimes has the wheel turned round, 


that many a man has lived to enjoy the benefit of 


| that EY which his own N e 


But beſides al _ 3 tha Ack which | 
God's promiſe gives it to protection hereafter; 
charity and benevolence, in the ordinary chain of x 
effects, have a natural and more immediate ten- 
dency in themſelves to reſcue a man from the acci- 
dents of the world, by ſoftening the hearts, and 
winning every man's wiſnes to its intereſt. When 


a compaſſionate man falls, who would not pity him? 
who, that had power to do it, would not befriend _ 


and raiſe him up? or could . moſt barbarous 
temper offer an inſult to his diſtreſs without pain 


| and reluStance? fo that ic is almoſt a wonder that 


covetouſneſs, even in ſpite of itſelf, does not ſome- 
times argue a man into charity, by its own princi- 


ple of looking forwards, and the firm expeCtation it 


would delight in of receiving its own again with 


ufſury.— So evident is it in the courſe of Gop's pro- 
vidence and the natural ſtream of things, that a 
good office one time or other generally meets with 


v teward Generally, did I lay? —how can it ever 


ia when beſides all this, ſo large a ſhare of the 


| recompence is ſo inſeparable even from the action 


itſelf 


M s ER MO x v. 
itlelf. Ale the man who has a tear of tenderneſs 
always ready to ſhed over the unfortunate ; who, 
withal, is ready to diſtribute and willing to com- 
municate: aſk him if the beſt things, which wits 
have ſaid of pleaſure, have expreſſed what he has 
felt, when by a ſeaſonable kindneſs, he has made the 
Heart of the widow ſing for joy. Mark then the ex- 
preſſions, unutterable pleaſure and harmony in his 
looks; and ſay, whether Solomon has not fixed the 
point of true enjoyment in the right place, when he 
* declares, that he knew no good there was in any of 
e the riches or honours of this world, but for a man 
e to do good with them in his life.” Nor was it with 
out reaſon he made this judgment. Doubtleſs 
he had found and ſeen the inſufficiency of all ſen- 
ſliual pleaſures, how unable to furniſh either a rati- 
onal or a laſting ſcheme of happineſs: how ſoon the 
3 beſt of chem vaniſhed; the leſs exceptionable in 
__ vanity, but the guilty both in vanity and vexation of = 
ppirit. But that this was of ſo pure and refined a 
nature, it burned without conſuming : it was figu- 
ratively the widow's barrel of meal which mak not, 
and be 1. * which-2 never e 


1 is not an ae matter to ated to ; the teſti- 
mony of the 20 man, upon the pleaſure of doing 
good; or elſe the evidence of the philoſopher Epi- 

curus is very remarkable, whoſe word in this mat- 
ter is the more to be truſted, becauſe a profeſſed ſen- 


e ney nn all the delicacies and improve- : 
| ments 
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ments of pleaſure, which a luxuriant fancy might 
ſtrike out, ſtill maintained, that the beſt way of en- 
larging human happineſs was, by a communication 
e . 33 Tos 


1 N 
=> "CAA om ae e here, © or 1 was time 
to refine upon this doctrine, one might farther 
maintain, excluſive of the happineſs which the mind 
itſelf feels in the exerciſe of this virtue, that the very 
body of man is never in a better ſtate than when he 
is moſt inclined to do good offices: that as nothing 
more contributes to health than a benevolence of 
temper, ſo nothing * was a * 10 
cation wal Wt 


. 2 F 
* .- 


5 2 Mine whe Wa to confirm this opinion, is an 
4 obſervation, the-truth of which muſt be ſubmitted 
to every one's reflection —namely that a diſincli- 


nation and backwardneſs to do good, is often at- 


. tended, if not pr oduced, by an indiſpoſition of the | 
do the ſoul and body, as in other caſes ſo in this, 
mutually befriend, or prey upon each other. And 
indeed, ſetting aſide all abſtruſer reaſoning upon 
the point, I cannot conceive but that the very me- 
chanical. motions which maintain life, muſt be per- 
formed with more equal vigour and freedom in 
that man, whom a great and good ſoul perpetually 
- inclines to ſhew mercy to the miſerable, than they 
can be in a For, nn. ſelfiſn wretch, whoſe little 
| | CONS 
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contracted heart melts at no man's affliction; but : 


fits brooding fo intently over its on plots and con- 


cerns, as to ſee and feel nothing; and in truth, 


enjoy nothing beyond himſelf: U 


may ſay what that great maſter of nature has, ſpeak- 


ing of a natural ſenſe of harmony, which I think 
| dene e eee eee ee * 


; My 


a beauriful nde in an anecdote of Alexander, | 


the man who a it nee | 


a * , 
; : 2 


«cas * hs 1 ee wt 1d ſpite: 5 
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What deines ar of the 1 naturaliſts Naw 
obſerved of. the body; that there is no paſſion ſo 
natural to it as love, which is the principle of doing 
good;—and though inſtances, like this juſt menti- 


1 oned, ſeem far from being proofs of it, yet it is not 
to be doubted, but that every hard- hearted man has 


felt much inward oppoſition before he could pre- 
vail upon himſelf to do aught to fix and deſerve 
the character: and that what we ſay of long habits 


of vice, that they are hard to be ſubdued, may with 


equal truth be ſaid concerning the natural impreſ- 
ſions of benevolence, that a man muſt do much 
violence to hirnſelf, and ſuffer many a painful ſtrug- 
gle, before he can tear away ſo great and noble a 
part of his nature. Of this antiquity has preſerved 


the 


S : 

the tyrant of Pheres, who tho bs shed indu- 
: ſtriouſiy hardened his heart as to ſeem to take de- 
light in cruelty, inſomuch as to murder many of 
his ſubjects every day, without cauſe and without 
pity; yet, at the bare repreſentation of a tragedy 
which related the misfortunes of Hecuba and An» 
dromache, he was ſo touched with the fiftitious - 
diſtreſs which the poet had wrought up in it, that 


he burſt out into a flood of tears. The explication 


of which inconſiſtency is eaſy, and caſts as great a 
luſtre upon human nature, as the man himſelf was 
a diſgrace to it. The caſe ſeems to have been this: 
in real life he had been blinded with paſſions, and 
thoughtleſsly hurried on by intereſt or reſentment; 
but here, there was no room for motives of that 
kind; ſo that his attention being firſt caught hold 
of, and all his vices laid aſleep, then Na run 
ſown the ſeeds of compaſſion 1 in every man's breaſt; _ 
when tyrants, with vices the moſt at enmity with _ 
it—were not able entirely to root it out. I 


. this. 18 Painting an aids virtue, 5 | fer. 
. ting her off, with ſnades which wickedneſs lends 
us, when one might ſafely truſt to the force of her 
own natural charms, and aſk, Whether any thing 
under Heaven, in its own nature, is more lovely 
and engaging ? —To- illuſtrate this the more, let us 
turn our thoughts within ourſelves, and for a mo- 
ment let any number of us here, imagine ourſelves 


„ e,, 
t this inſtant engaged in drawing the moſt perfeck 0 
and amiable character, ſuch as, according to our 
conceptions of the Deity, we ſhould think moſt 
acceptable to him, and moſt likely to be univerſally 
admired. by all mankind. I appeal to your own 
thoughts, whether the firſt idea which offered itſelf 
to moſt of our imaginations, would not be that of 
a compaſſionate benefactor, ſtretehing forth | his 
hands to raiſe up the helpleſs orphan? Whatever 
other virtues we ſhould give our hero, we ſhould 
all agree in making him à generous friend, who 
thought the opportunities of doing good to be the 
only charm of his proſperity : we ſhould paint him 
like the pſalmiſt's river of God overflowing the 
thirſty parts of the earth, that he might enrich them, 

_ carrying plenty and gladneſs along with him. If 

| this was not ſufficient, and we are ſtill deſirous of 
adding a farther degree of perfection to ſo great a 
character; we ſhould endeavour to think of ſome 


one, if human nature could furniſh ſuch a pattern, 


Who, if occaſion required, was willing to undergo 
all kinds of affliction, to facrifice himſelf, to forget 
his deareſt intereſts, and even lay down his life for 

the good of mankind. ——and here, -O merciful 


' Saviour! how would the bright original of thy 


| unbounded goodneſs break in upon our hearts! 


bon becameſt poor, that toe migbr. be rich- tho Lord 


of all this world, yet hadſt not where to lay thy bead 

Land though equal in power and glory to the great 

| va of gs yet nadel thyſelf of no reputation, 
| ney 
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"i nolefi-m udon thee. the form of a ſervant, ſubmitting - 

thyſelf without opening thy mouth, to all the in- 
dignities which a thankleſs and undiſcerning people 
could offer; and at length, to accompliſh our ſal- 
vation, becameſt obedient unto death, ſuffering thyſelf, 
as on this day“, 20 be led like a lamb to the laughter. 


The conſideration of this ſtupendous inſtance of 

_ compaſſion, in the Son of Gop, is the moſt unan- 
ſwerable appeal that can be made to the heart of 
man, for the reaſonableneſs of it in himſelf. It is 
the great argument which the Apoſtles uſe in al- 
moſt all their exhortations to good works. —Beloved, 
if Chriſt ſo loved us—the inference is unavoidable ; _ 
and gives ſtrength and beauty to every thing elſe 
which can be urged upon the ſubject. And there- 
fore I have reſerved it for my laſt and warmeſt ap- 
peal, with which I would gladly finiſh this diſcourſe, 

that atleaſt for their ſakes for whom it is preached, 
ve might be left to the full impreſſion of ſo exalted 
and ſo ſeaſonable a motive. That by reflecting 
upon the infinite labour of this day's love, in the 
inſtance of Cnxisr's death, we may conſider what 
an immenſe debt we owe each other; and by call- 
ing to mind the amiable pattern of his life, in doing 
good, we 1 learn in what manner we may beſt 
- Oy it. | 


And ated; of all the ee e in which a god | 
| _ would be willing to do i it, I believe chere can 


be 
5 ee on ou. Friday 
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be none more- beneficial, or comprehenſiva i in its 


effects, than that for which we are here met toge- 
ther; the proper education of poor children being 


the ground- work of almoſt every other kind of 
charity, as that which makes every other ſubſe- 


quent act of it anſwer the n nem of the 


0 Want 
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kindneſs in the progreſs. of a benevolent man's life 
is unavoidably caſt away and ſometimes where it 


is as ſenſeleſs as the expoſing a tender plant to all 


2 the inclemencies of a cruel ſeaſon, and then going 


with ſorrow to take it in, when the root is already 


dead. I ſaid, therefore, this was the foundation of 
almoſt every kind of charity, and might one not 


conſequences which attend the want of it, though 
grievouſly felt by the parties themſelves, are no leſs 


ſo by the community of which they are members; 


and moreover, of all miſchiefs ſeem the hardeſt to 
be redreſſed.— Inſomuch, that when one conſiders 


the diſloyal ſeductions of popery on one hand; and 


on the other, that no bad man, whatever he pro- 


feſſes, can be a good ſubject; one may venture to 


ſay, it had been cheaper and better for the nation, 


to have bore the expence of inſtilling ſound prin- 
ciples and good morals, into the neglected children 


of the lower ſort, eſpecially in ſome parts of Great 
Britain; _ to be e ſo often as we have 


been 
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been. wäkin this laſt century, to tiſe up and arn 


ourſelves againſt the rebellious effects which the 
want of them have brought down even to our doors. 


And,; in fact, if we are to truſt antiquity, the truth? 


of which, in this caſe, we have no reaſon to diſpute; 


this matter has been looked upon of ſuch vaſt im- 


portance to the civil happineſs and peace of a peo- 
ple, that ſome commonwealths, the moſt eminent 


for political wiſdom, have choſe to make a, public: 


concern of it; thinking it much ſafer. to be entruſt · 


ed to the p e of the magiſtrate, chan to the 


miſtaken — natural ee of the 
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10 was ee wick this, ach | iba 

refined ſenſe of policy in the Lacedæmonians, (cho 
by the way, I believe, different from what more 
modern e would have directed in on eir- 
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, ”"_ children, eee for the ſecurity of «dif; : 


cc ſent: they would rather give n double the 
number of their beſt, grown up men,” —Intimat- 
ing, that however they were diſtreſſed, von would 


chuſe any inconvenience rather than ſuffer the loſs ' 
of: their country's education; and the opportunity 
(which if once loſt can never be regained): of giv- 


ing their youth an early tincture. of religion, and 
bringing them up to a love of induſtry, and a love 


a” SERMON V. 

of the laws and conſtitution of heir zcubry. lf 
tdhit ſheui che great importance ofa proper education 
to vlũldren of all ranks and conditions what ſhall we 
ſuy then of thoſe, whom! the providence of Gon! has 
placed n the very loweſt lot of liſe, utterly caſt out 
of che any of knowledge, without a parent, ſome · 
them, but what common pity and the neceſſity of 
which ſurround them on every ſide are ſo great and 
mahy, that for one fortunate paſſenger: in life,who 
makes Ns way well in the world with, ſuch early 
diſadvantages, and ſo diſmal a ſetting out, e may 
reckon thouſands, who every i ſuffer "cop 
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Eu {ts VI; q 105 Arte Fans 
Is there is 4 caſh: an heaven WRich calls out 
aloud for te more immediate exerciſe of pf. 
ſion; and which may be looked upon s the com- 
pendium of all charity, ſurely it is this and am 
perfunded chert would want nothing more to con- 
vince the greateſt enemy to theſe kinds of charities 
that it is ſo, but à bare opportunity af taking a 
nearer view 1 foe: of ee ee, are 
| m_ a 1211 i ho bbs * A 4147 90 WE! } An! { 
14 1 1 9 1 95419 no 11 WIR I. 1 
eee Ws racer oſs of tlie umſortu⸗ 
nate, into ſome mournful cottage, where poverty and 
affliction reign together. There let dim behold 
me diſeonſolate widow—ſitting—ſteeped in tears; - 


KA 
* 0 
» 


4 is gane from: us, never to return more, and wit | 


* 


. 
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rkhus ſarrowing over the inſant, dne knows not hom 


to cc our. tO my child, thou art now left ex · 


W re a wide and a vicious world, too full of 


« ſnares and temptations: for thy tender and un: 
te prat᷑tiſed age Perhaps a parents love ma 


et thou art driven out naked . into the midſt of 


them without friends without fortune with | 
© out inſtruction my heart bleeds beforehand ſor 


ec the evils which may come upon thee, God, in 


<« whom. wi'em truſted, is witneſs, ſo low had his ꝓro- 


& vidence placed us, that we never indulged one 
_ «wiſh: to have made thee rich, —virtuous we would 

c have made thee z—— for thy father, my huſband, 

e wa a good man aud feared the Lord, -— andthe” 

all the fruits of his care and induſtry. were. little 


c enough for gur ſupport, yet he honeſtly had de- 


4 termined. to have ſpared ſorne portion of it, 


<«. fcanty as it was, to have Placed. thee {ately inthe 
© way of knowledge and inſtruction . But alaſs the 


him are fled the means of doing it: For, 
« Babeld ib e is come bon u 10, take all 
« that we have. Grief is cloquent, ang. will 


not eaſily be imitated.— But let the man, who is 


3 Genese widow uttering her complaint 


so this nature, caneeive 


even in this manner; and then let him canſider, if 
ahere is am ſorrow lile this farrom, wherewith, the 


0 e, her? FF whether there can be any 
| | e I 


84 i $1920 Wb N av. 

charity like chat, of taking the child out * the mo- 
ther's boſom; and reſcuing her from theſe appre- 
henſions? Should a heathen, a ſtranger to our holy 
religion and the love it teacheth, ſhould he, as be 
journeyed come to the place where ſhe lay, when be ſaw, 
would be not have compaſſion on her? Gop forbid 4 
chriſtian ſhould” 2h day want it; or at any time 
lool pen ſuch a diſtreſs, and 725 hs the other 


14 LIT 1 * 7 f 


onda: "a kin Saas his dia * 1 
bind up the wounds, and pour comfort into the heart 
of one, whom the hand of Gop has ſo bruiſed. 
Let him practiſe what it is, with Elijah's tranſport, 
to ſay to the afflifted widow,—See; thy ſen Tiveth ! 
_ '—liveth; by my charity, and the bounty of this 
hour, to all the purpoſes which make life defirable, 
to be made a good man, and a profitable ſub- 
ject: on one hand to be trained up to ſuch a ſenſe 
of his duty, as may ſecure” him an intereſt in the 
world to come; and with regard to this world, to 
be ſo brought up in it to a love of honeſt labour 
and induſtry, as all his life long to earn den his 
Wa Bee Cs il dar nur 


uch Peses üs afp belt een 


oy «arid heart of every one who thus brings children 
* to Cnnisr. May the blefling' of him that 
« was ready to periſh come ſeaſonably upon him. 
*—The Lord comfort Kia "when he moſs wants 


< th, = 


1 
* 


o 


« O Gop! all his bed in his ſickneſs; and for 


« which nothing in this world can either give or 
20 take nay.” Amen, | 


SERMON V. 35 
« it, when he lays ſick upon his bed; make thou, 


ce what he now ſcatters, give him, then, that peace 
« of thine, which paſſeth all underſtanding, and 
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Iuell von, this man. ms down to; his ht 
| an vai) £ N ranber th n ect nt mh ons 
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Pag sk work are the judgment which. our 
Saviour has left open uin behgyiour ad 7 
different degrees of merit in the two men, the 
Phariſce and Pyblican, whom. hg repreſents, ig the 
Hapego AS, going n into. che fem et 


„„ ay ons — 
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| Kign. of the prayer, hi ch. ee d 
ee th G upon the £ babe od dw gol 


03 erke phoriſee, e 20 2 april | 
in chat awful preſence. befgre which he ſtood, 
Wh an air of e e eee 
— adulientrs.. unjuſt, or even as +his;pab- 
| lican.— The. publican 18 repreſented; as ſtanding 
query og 4 ene i hurgile | 
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from a juſt ſenſe of his own unworthineſs, is ſaid, 

only ta have ſmote upon his breaſt, ſaying — 

Gop be merciful to me a ſinner. I tell you, 
adds our Savious, this man went down ah 

houſe juſtified rather than the other. 


„C Owsas JUPIHAHY 


Though the juſtice of this determination ſtrikes 
every one at firſt ſight, it may not be amiſs to en- 


ter into 2 more particular examination of the evi- 


dence and reaſons upon which it might be founded, 
not only” becauſe \ it may place the equity. of this 


deciſion in favour of the publican in a ſtronger 


light, | but that the ſubject ſeems likely to lead me 


to 2 traih of FefleRions 15 beer mma 'to wt 
kemi of the Tedſon®;” wot eat Avon 


The parte Ale U oft wil "en hs Kup 
Wir time, what by the auſterity of their 
ves theit public” alins-deeds,” and greater pre- 
tences to piety than other men; had gradually 
wrought 1 hemſelves into much credit and tepr 
tion with the people; and indeed, as the bulk of 
theſe are eaſily caught with appearances, their cha- 


oy 


i radter ſeems to have been admirably well ſuited to 


ſuch a purpoſe. If you looked no farther than the 
rid part Sf it, you Would thin it made up of 


-M m goats and perfection; an unebmron fanctity 
| "of life; guarded by great decorum and ſeverity of 


and frequent charities to tlie 
many acts of religion, 'much' obſervance 

of the law - much abſtinence much prayer.— 
T Preached in Len, 


SERMON vn 1 


97 2 is painful to ſuſpect the appearance of ſo. much 


pc0d=—atid. would have been ſo here, had not 


our bleſſed Sa vrouſ left us their real character 
upon record, and drawn up by himſelf in one word 
C that the ſect were like whitened ſepulchres, all 
fair and beautiful without, and enriched there with 


vhatever could attract the eye of the beholder; 


but, when ſearched within-ſide, were. full of cor- 
-ruption and of whatever could ſhock: and. diſguſt 
the ſearcher. So that with all their affe ctation and 


piety, and more extraordinary ſtrictneſs and regu- | 


lurity in their outward deportment, all was irregu- 
lar and uncultivated within—and all theſe fair pre- 


- tences, how promiſing ſoever, blaſted by the indul- 


gence of the worſt of human paſſions, - pride; — 
ſpiritual pride the worſt of all Pride- hypo- 
E criſy, ſelf- love, cavetouſneſs,, extortion, , cruelty 


And reyenge: What pity, it is that the ſacred name 
1 religion ſhould ever have been borrowed, and 


1 ed in ſo bad a, Marke, as in covering over 
Hake: black catalogue. of vices—or that the, fair 


form of yirtue ſhould hape been thus diſgraced and 


_ tor, Ver drawn, 1 into ſuſpicion, from the unworthy 


uſes of this kind to which-the artful and abandoned 
have ; often, put her! 15 F he phariſee ſeems to have 
had not many ſcruples of this kind, and the prayer 


he makes uſe ol in the temple is a true picture of 
the man's heart, and ſhewa with what a diſpoſition 
1 15 5 of mind he came en Ls 


- om 5 is nn C07. Aurorns Tow 
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% *© SERMON I. 
''-Gov/!'1 thank chee that thou haſt formed me 
of different materials from the reſt af iy ſpecies, 
whom thau Raſt created frail and vain by nature, 
but by ehoice neee es Seger h 

e n a ch 
A. 449543 * E362: Ak tas 2316 Lear Þ S197 cl PITS 116 . 
Me chou haſt Emisned in a deren mbuld, 
and haft infuſed fo large a portion of "thy" ſpirit 
into me, 101 1 am raiſed- above the temptations 
and deſires to which fleſh and blood are ſubzecr. 
1 thank ther that thou haſt made me thus n. 
frail veffel of clay, like that of other — 5 
this publican, but that I ſtand here's cholen ah 
Fitickified veſfel S ˙ » 
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Alter this bvibus paraphraſe abi, | 
Which ſpeaks nb more than the true ſpirit of the 
 Pharifee's $ prayer, you would naturally: aß, what | 
reaſon was there for all this trivmph—or what 

foundation could he have to infült in this anner 
dver the inlfirmities of mankind—or even thofe bf 
the kinhble püblican who food Before Him? 
Why, fiys he, 1 falt rice in the weck, T give tythes. 
vf All that Y poſſeſs: fury a very indifferent ac- 
<ount of Hirter "an H chat was afl HE had to 


offer in his own belialf, Gon Knotes, it wis bir a 
weak Weed ih vpport w much arrogance and 


lelt-conceit; beef dit obſervance” of both the bo 


one and the dther of theſe vrdihatices miglit be ſup- 
poſed well enough to be conſiſtent with the _ : 
28 of life and manners, 


SE NO o YL 
The cönduct ahtbchabiols of che Pübölcan p- 
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peats 


"very feen and indeed as much tire 


to ſay a word or two in general to his. The pub- 
Heat wus one of that order of men employed by the 


Judea #8 # conquered nation.” "Whether from the 


pardculari'Fite of chat etnployinent, owng to the | 
fixed by&efion Which tren have to part with Whar is 
their own, er from Whatever other cauſes it hap- 


pened==o*it was, thar the whole fet of men were 


3 inſomuch chat the name of à publican w_ l 


a n ener atneng khe Jeus. 


Aff. 9912.21 Hiding. word auolPorg wort dae Q jo 


Perhaps the man inſtanees of rigour to which 
_ their 6Mce>inight direcæ cle. Heightened Tomes = 
tiries xa ture of vrhelty and rufen bf their 

r worſe _ 


1 * 


o And poſiibly always made to Ap 
thi ckey were by the loud c urs and miſrepres 
ſentutions of others Tal inight have contributed 


ee erh and ft this Cebefn. Butit was bete nb doubt. N 


a8 i all other elaſſes of men; whoſe pfo expoſe 
cher to more temptations chan that of others tat 


chere Are nuinbefs O fill behave well, «h#d'who: 
nivies which tie in 


arrmaſt.al the ſnares: and op 


paſs through them, not only wih an 
A character, but with the "MAGY teſti= 
d of a 1 conſcience. 


reveHe'to-this,.u you bond coe. But before 
ve enter upon that} as I Have ſpoken largely ts 
the character of the Phariſee, *twill be but juſtice 


Roman emperors in levying the taxes and contribus 
tions Which: were fror time to time exacted from 


. 8 E R MON, vi. 


— 0 the eder of candour and hum 


a could come on ) y from a heartand character 
| tht Fla; TY Op 2 61 679 wÞ brow evils: 
He goes up-into _ jury OK bis derber 


of prayer - in the diſcharge of which, he pleads no 
merit of his on. enters into no compariſon with 
others, or juſtification of himſelf with Gop; but 
in reverence to that holier part of the temple where 
his preſence was ſuppoſed more immediately to be 
diſplayed he keeps afar, off is afraid to liſt up 
his eyes towards heaven hut ſmites upon his 


| breaſt, and in a ſhort but N ejaculation, 1 


miſſiyely begs, Gov to have mercy upon his ſins. 
O Gov! how precious, how amiable, is true hu- 
i mility !, what a difference in thy ſight does it make 
to conſiſt betwixt man and man!] Pride was not 

made for a creature with ſuch manifold imperfec- 
tions, — religious pride is a dreſs which ſtill worſe. = 

| becomes him bec auſe, of all others, tis that 
to which. he has the leaſt pretence the beſt of us 
fall ſeven times a day, and thereby add ſome degree 
| of unprofitab leneſs to the character of thoſe who 
do all chat is commanded them; was I perfect 
therefore, fays Job, I:would not know my. ſoul, 1 
would be ſilent, I would be ignorant of my own 
righteouſneſs; for ſhould 1 ſay I was perfect, it, would 
| Fer me to be en 5 Fromm introduction I 
9157 R607 T0094 & 10 wml. 


SERMON vi. "op 
wild rake bes 0 to recommend this virtue of re- 
ligious humility, which ſo naturally falls from the 
ſubject, and which cannot be more effectually enfor- 
ced, than by an enquiry into the chief cauſes which 

prbcvee the oppoſite vice to it that of ſpiritual 
pride - for in this malady of the mind of man, the 
caſe is parallel with moſt others of his body, the 
dangers of which can never rightly be apprehended; 


| or can remedies be applied either with jud edo 


ſucceſs, till they are traced back to their firſt prinei- 


ples, and the ſeeds of the difonder are lid open and 


in eobs: S 25 


eaufes of ſpiritual pride, is that which ſeems to have 
miſled the phariſee—a miſtaken notion of the true 
principles of his religion. He thought, no doubt, 
that the whole of it was comprehended in the two 
articles of paying tythes and frequent faſting, and 
that when he had diſcharged his conſcience of 
them—he had done all that was required at his 


hands, and might with reaſon go, and thank Go 
that he had not made him like others. It is not 


to be queſtioned, but through force of this error, 


the phariſee might think himſelf to be, what he 
Pretended, a religious and upright man.— For 
however he might be brought to act a double and 
inſincere part in the eyes of men upon worldly 


vie s — it is not to be ſuppoſed - that when he ſtood 
by himſelf, apart in the temple, and no witneſſes 


And firſt, 1 believe, e 
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of hat path t eee ee 1 = 
he ſhould knowingly and wilfully have dared to act 
ſo open and bare · ſaced a ſcene of mockery in the 
face of Heaven. This is ſcarce probable and 
therefore it muſt have been owing to ſome delu- 
ion in his education, which had early planted in 
his mind falſe and wretched notions of the eſſentials 
of religion which as he grew. up had proved the 
ſeeds o Pan kpilicin: ere ow 
Hin Han XI r 
hat 1 4 Be v1 lid 211 10 01 l 1 8 . 4 . 
With the reſt of his ſect, he had been 38 | 
pled and inſtructed as to obſerve a ſcrupulous nicety 
and moſt religious exactneſs in effet, Masters 
el his religion ita frequent waſh - 
and other exterval.rites, of na merit in themſelves . 
but to ſtand exempted from the more trouble- 
ſome exactneſs in the weightier matters of the law, 
which were of eternal and unchangeable obligation. 
Zo that, they were in truth blind guides Who thus 
will ſtrain at a gnat and yet ſwallow a camel; and, 
as our Savtoux reproves them from a familiar in- 
ſtance of domeſtic inconſiſtency . wOuld make clean 
the outſide of the eup and platter - yet ſuffer che 
inſide - the moſt material part, to be full of corrup- 
tion and exceſs. From this knowledge of the cha- 
radter and principles of the phariſee, tis caſy o 
d cccount for his ſentiments and behaviour in the 
ttemple, which were juſt ſuch as they. n 5 8 | 
Jed one to 1 ORE 1 TIRCE OI 


E ARMON vl. „ 

4 Thud4it: has always happened, by n «fatality ' 
common to all ſuch abuſes of religion, as make, it 
to conſiſt in external rites and ceremonies, More 
than inward purity and integrity of heart. As theſe 
6utward things are eaſily put in practice — and ca- 
or much oppoſition to fleſn and blood it too na- 
turally betrays the profeſſors of it into a groundleſs 
perſuaſion of their own godlineſs, and a deſpicable 
one of that of others, in their religious capacities, 
and the relations in which they ſtand towards Gop: 
: dere wie _ nee W un | 


3 


"30 Wen tee 8 andfpirir 56 l inthe 

| loſt and extinguiſhed under a cloud of oftentatious 
ceremonies! and geſtures, as is remarkable in the 
Roman church where the celebration of high 
maſs, when ſet off to the beſt advantage with all 
its ſcenical decqrations and finery, looks more like 
a theatrical pefformance, than that humble and 


ſolemn appeal, which duſt and athes are offering 


up to the throne of Go; hen religion, I ſay, 
is chus clogged and borne down by ſuch a weight 
of ceremonies it is much eaſier to put in pre- 
cenfions-tocholineſs upon fuch a mechanical ſyſtem 
as ĩs leſt of it, than where the character 18 only to 
be got and maintained by a painful cunflict and 
| perpecual-war againſt the paſſions. is eaſier, for 
inſtanoe, for à zealous papiſt to croſs himſelf and 
tell his beadsj chan for an humble proteſtant to ſub- 


8 SERMON 5 vr. 
revenge, to appear befbes his Maker wich that: Pre- 
paration of mind which becomes him. The ope- 
ration of being ſprinkled with holy water, is not 
fo difficult in itſelf, as that of being chaſte and 
ſpotleſs within. conſcious of no dirty thought or 
diſhoneſt action. Tis a much ſhorter way to 
kneel down at a confeſſional and receive abſolution 
than to live ſo as to deſerve it - not at the hands 
of men. but at the hands of Goo -o ſees the 
heart, and 'cannot be impoſed on. The atchieve- 
ment of keeping Lent, or abſtaining from fleſh on 
certain days, is not ſo hard, as that of abſtaining 
from the works of it at all time —eſpecially, as the 
point is generally managed amongſt the richer ſort 
with ſuch art and epicuriſm at their tables and 
with ſuch. indulgence to a poor mortified appetite 
that an entertainment upon a faſt, is much more 
E N a gel e e e ſorrow. 
7 21 Strat Mi, 2 1%] 131 
+:Oil might run Jr parallel much AN | 
this may be ſufficient to ſhew how War g's _ 5 
deluſtye theſe miſtakes are, how apt to miſlead 
and overſet weak minds, which are Lee kent be 
caught by the pomp. of ſuch external parts of reli- 
gion. This is ſo evident that even in our on 
church, where there is the greateſt chaſtity ĩn things 
of this nature — and of which none are retained in 
our worſhip, but what, I believe, tend to excite 
| and WE” it,. yet ſo ſtrong a. W is there in 
| 2 dur 
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ouf nature th ſenſe und ſa unequal /a mateh is che 


underſtanding of the bulk of mankind, for the im- 
preffions of outward things - that we ſee thouſands | 


vho every day miſtake the ſhadow for the ſubſtance, 
and was it fairly put to the trial, would exchange 
the 985 for the . F 


You ſee 605 was nat 3 the * of 
the Jewiſh church—where, for want of proper guard 


and diſtinction betwixt the means of religion and 


religion itſelf, the ceremonial part in time eat away 

the moral part, and left nothing but a ſhadow be- 
hind. —'Tis to be feared the buffooneries of the 
Romiſh church bid fair to do it the ſame ill office, 
to the diſgrace and utter ruin of chriſtianity where- 


ever popery is eſtabliſhed. What then remains, . 


but that we rectify theſe groſs and pernicious noti- 
ons of religion, and place it upon its true bottom, 


| which we can only do, by bringing back religion 


to that cool point of reaſon which firſt ſhewed us 
its obligation — by always remembering that Go 
is a ſpirit —and muſt be worſhipped ſuitable to 
his nature, in ſpirit and in truth—and that the moſt 


acceptable ſacrifice we can offer him is a virtuous 


and an upright mind—and however neceſſary it is, 
not to leave the ceremonial and poſitive parts of 
religion undone—yet not like the phariſee to reſt 


there —and omit the weightier matters, but keep 


this in view perpetually, that though the inſtru- 
mental duties of religion, are duties of unqueſtion- 
| H x 5 able 


. 


1 
8 * IM OE gee: > F 2 


1 i 
3 


it of e eg git to put 
2. ah" conquer our paſſions, and in a word, to axke 
us Hier and better men: better neighbours - better 


* 


citizens and better ſervants to G. 
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YINDICATION OF HUMAN NATURE. 
1 Rouans xiv. 7. 3 


Fer none of # us liveth to binjelf. 
\ ſtrikes a narrow foul with greater aftoniſh- 


mind, as make a ſordid one comprehend the truth 


nd reaſonableneſs of this plain propoſition No 


man liveth to himſelf! Why? Does any man live 


Js any thing elſe ?—In the whole compaſs of 8 


man life can a prudent man ſteer to a ſafer point? 
Not live to himſelf !—To whom then? Can any 


intereſts or concerns which are foreign to a man's © 
ſelf have ſuch a claim over him that he muſt ſerve 


under them, — ſuſpend his own purſuits, ſtep out 


of his right courſe, till others have paſſed by him, i 
and attained oo ſeveral ends and e of 9 | 


ne N * 


15 with a cath Mart ſuch an enquirer mould 
uppen to have a ſpeculating head too, he will pro- 
ed, and aſk you whether this ſame principle 

5 2 | wich 


HERE is not a re in ſeripwore which 


8 one might as eaſily engage to clear up 
the darkeſt problem in geometry to an ignorant 


, RIO IN VIE 

_ which the apoſtle here throws out of the life of 
man, is. not in fact the grand bias of his nature?— 
That however we may flatter ourſelves with fine- 
ſpun notions of difintereſtednefs and heroiſm in 
what we do; that were the moſt Popular of our 
_ ations ftripped naked, and the true motives and 
intentions of them ſearched to the bottom; we 
ſhould find little reaſon for Goats upon that 
ſcore ——, ed 


In a FI he will ſay, that 2 man is altogether 
1 bubble to himſelf in this matter, and that after 
all that can be ſaid in his behalf, the trueſt defi 
nition that can be given of him, is this, that he is 
a ſelfiſh animal; and that all his actions have ſo 
ſtrong a tincture of that character, as to ſhew (to 
whomever. elſe he was intended to live) chat in 
e only to bimtelf. 5 f 


Before 1 0 d e to chi regel Lcau- 
not help obſerving by the way, that there is ſcarce 
any thing which has done more diſſervice to ſocial 
virtue, than the frequent repreſentations of human 
nature, under this hedious Picture of deformity, . 
which by leaving out all that is generous and 
friendly in the heart of man, has ſunk him below 
the level of a brute, as if he was a compoſition oi 
all that was mean-ſpirited and ſelfiſn. Surely, f | 
one ſtep towards acting well, to think worthily off 


our nature; and, as in nee * the * i 
make 


* * 


life of 
re? 
fine. 
ſm in 
f our 
s and 
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make a man honeſt, is, to ſuppoſe him ſo, and treat 
him as ſuch: — ſo here, to ſet ſome value upon our- 
ſelves, enables us to ſupport the character, and even 
inſpires and adds. ſentiments of generoſity and vir- 
we to thoſe which we have already preconceived. 
The ſcripture tells, That Gop made man in his 
own image, — not ſurely in the ſenſitive and corpo- 


real part of him; that could bear no reſemblance 


with a pure and infinite Spirit but what reſem- 
blance he bore was undoubtedly in the moral recti- 
tude, and the kind and benevolent affections of his 
nature. And tho the brightneſs of his image has 
been fu'lied greatly by the fall of man in our firſt 
parents, and the characters of it rendered ſtill leſs 
legible by the many ſuper- inductions of his o.] n 
depraved appetites ſince, —yet tis a laudable pride 
and a true greatneſs of mind to cheriſh a belief, 


chat there is ſo much of that glorious image ſtill 


left upon it, as ſhall reſtrain him from baſe and 
diſgraceful actions: to anſwer which end, what 
thought can be more conducive than that of our 
being made in the likeneſs of the greateſt and beſt | 
of Beings? This is a plain conſequence : And the 


_ conſideration of it ſhould have in ſome meaſure 


been a protection to human nature, from the rough 


uſage the has met with from the ſatyrical pens of 


ſo many of the French writers, as well as of our 


own country, who with more wit than well-meaning 


| have deſperately fallen foul upon the whole ſpecies, 


FP 3. | as 
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as a ſet of creatures incapable either of privat 
friendſhip or public ſpirit, but 2 as 18 caſe fuited 
_ nr own intereſt And bee 


That Yo is. ſelfiſhneſs Ja? 00 eh 
in the ſouls of one part of the world, to hurt the 
credit of the other part of it, is what I ſhall not 
diſpute againſt; but to judge of the whole, from 
this bad fawple, and becauſe one man is plotting 
and artful in his nature;—or, a ſecond openly 

makes his pleaſure or his profit the whole center 

of all his deſigns; — or becauſe a third ſtrait-hearted 

| wretch, fits confined within himſelf, —feels no mis- 
| 19 fortunes, but thoſe. which touch himſelf; to in- 
= volve the whole race without mercy under ſuch 
deteſted characters, is a concluſion as falſe, as it is 

pernicious 3; and was it in general to gain credit, 

could ſerve no end, but the rooting out of our na- 

ture all that is generous, and planting in the ſtead 

of i it ſuch an averſion to each other, as muſt untie 

the bands of ſociety, and rob us of one of the great- 

| . eſt pleaſures of it, the mutual communications of 
jt Find offices; and by poiſoning the fountain, ren- 
1 "eng OR. thing ap that flows through | it. 


' To the honour of human 8 os 8 | 
Yan us, that Gop made man upright, and tho 
he has ſince found out many inventions, which have 
much diſhonoured this noble ſtructure, _ yet the 
foundation of it —— as It was,—the whole frame 


and 


made life itſelf deſirable. We 
_ ator, like an all-wiſe contriver, 1n this, as in all other 


SN e ww; © 


and defgn of it carried on upon focial virtue and 


public ſpirit, and every member of us ſo evidently _ 
ſupported by 1 this ſtrong cement, that we may ſay 
with the apoſtle, that no man liveth to himſelf.” In 
whatſoever light we view him we ſhall ſee evidently, 
that there i is no ſtation or condition of his life, no | 
office or relation, or circumſtance, but there ariſes 
from it ſo many ties, ſo many indiſpenſible claims _ 
upon him, as muſt perpetually carry him beyond 
any ſelfiſh conſideration, and ſhew plainly, that was 


a man fooliſhly wicked enough to deſign to live to 


himmſelf alone, he would either find it impracticable, 


or he would loſe, at leaſt, the very thing which 
We know that our Cre- 


of his works, has implanted in mankind ſuch appe- 


tites and inclinations as were ſuitable for their ſtate; 


that is, ſuch as would naturally lead him to the love 


of ſociety and friendſhip, without which he would 
have been found in a worſe condition than the 1 | 
beaſts of the field. No one therefore who lives in : 
ſociety, can be ſaid to live to himſelf,— he lives ro 

his Gop;—to his king, and his country. He lives 


to his family, to his friends, to all under his truſt, 
and in a word, he lives to the whole race of man- 


wears the ſame image of Gop that he does, is truly 


— 


| kind; whatſoever has the character of man, and 


ee brother, and has a juſt claim to his kindneſs.— 


That this is the caſe in fact, as well as in theory, 
ee Plain to any one who has made any 
H Ss © | obſer- 


* 


„ SERMON, VII. 


obſervations upon human ne- Wben we have | 
traced it through-all its connections viewed it 
under the ſeveral obligations which ſucceed each 
other in a perpetual rotation through the different 
ſtages of a haſty pilgrimage, we ſhall find that theſe 
do operate ſo ſtrongly upon it, and ia us juſtly under 
ſo many reſtraints, that we are every hour ſacrifice. 
ing ſomething to focjety, | in return $99 -#; pen 
mms Me. Frey | | 5 


70 Nuftrate this, 4 1 us e e 5 of 
the life of any one man, (not liable to great excep- 
tions, but ſuch a life as is common to moſt) let 
us examine it merely as to this point, and try how 

eee nnen <a 


I e wich him in chat en 2 
the ſtrongeſt marks of undiſguiſed tenderneſs and 
diſintereſted compaſſion ſhew themſelves I might 
previoſly obſerve, with what impreſſions he is come 
out of the hands of Gon, with the very bias upon 
His nature, which prepares him for the character, 
vchich he was deſigned to fulfil.— But let us paſs by 
the years which denote childhood, as no lawful evi- | 

to the period, when he is juſt got looſe from tutors 
and goyernors, when his actions may be argued 
upon with leſs exception. If you obſerve, you will | 
find, that one of the firſt and leading propenſities 
hag mln .. 
gelbe 


e 


it 
ch 
ent 
ele 
ler 
= 
its 
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curity to make him ſocial ;—yet tho? it is a reaſon 


in nature—'tis a reaſon, to him yet undiſcoyered. 
' Youth is not apt to philoſophiſe ſo deeply—but fol- 
| lows—as it feels itſelf prompted by the inward 
working of beneyolence--without view to. itſelf, 


or previous calculation either of the loſs or profit 


ſhips, how diſintereſted, and unſuſpicious in the 
choice of them. how generous and open in his 


bring upon himſelf, hat embarraſſment upon 


altogether a ſelfiſh creature, (as theſe moralizers 


nerally more roo. than KNAVE, »—and ſo far from 


being ſuſpected of living to himſelf, that he lives 


rather to every body elſe; the unconſciouſneſs of 


art and deſign in his own intentions, rendering him 


ſo ; void of a ſuſpicion of it in others, as to 
| leave 


(fog Alec, and the ſpontanecus love to- 
wards thoſe- of his kind. And tho' the natural 
doubt, one reaſon of this amiable impulſe, G 
having founded that in him as a proviſional ſe. 


which may accrue. Agreeably to this, obſerve | 
how warmly, how heartily he enters into friend- 


| profeſſions !—how ſincere and honeſt in making 
dem good — When his friend is in diftreſs,— | 
| what lengths he will go,—what. hazards he will 


his affairs to extricate and ſerve him! If man is 


would make him) tis certain he does not arrive 
at the full maturity of it, in this time of his 
life. No. If he deſerves any accuſation, tis in 
the other extreme, That in his youth he is ge- 


__ 


3 too oft; ng" eee 
take tlie advantage. But you'll ſay, he ſoon abates 


bf thefe tranſports of diſintereſted love; and as 


he grows dee W and mae to era 
| more e e ee | 


* 5 g 
bl - F 
4”, * 1 Lo 4 4 


et us examine.—— 


That a 1 ae . hd rnd; ni 
come experience of infincerity,—will teach him a 
leſſon of more caution in the choice of friend- 
ſhips, and leſs forwardneſs in the undiſtinguiſhed 
offers of his ſervices, is what J grant. But if he 
cools of theſe, does he not grow warmer {till in 
connections of a different kind? Follow him, 1 
pray you, into the next ſtage of life, where he has 
entered into engagements, and appears as the fa- 
| ther of a family, and you will ſee the paſſion ſill 


155 remains the ſtream ſomewhat more confined, — 


but runs the ſtronger for it.— The ſame benevo- 

lence « of heart altered only in its courſe, and the dif- 

ference of objects towards which it tends. Take 
a ſhort view of him in this light, as acting under 
the many tender claims which that relation lays 
upon him,—ſpending many weary days, and fleep- | 


leſs nights - utterly forgetful of himſelf, intent 


only upon his family, and with an anxious heart 
contriving and labouring to preſerve it from di- 
ſtreſs, againſt that hour when he ſhall be taken 
| 05 its protection. Does ſuch a one live to him. 

| ſelf! — 


ſelf : He who riſes early, late takes reſt; and eats 
the bread of carefulneſs, to ſave others the trou- 


ble of doing ſo after him: Does ſuch a one live ” 


only to ' himſelf ? — Ve who are parents, anſwer + 
this queſtion for him, How oft have ye ſacrificed 
your health, —your eaſe, - your pleaſures,—nay, 
the very comfort of your lives, for the ſake of 
your children ?- How many indulgencies have ye 
given up? What ſelf-denials and difficulties have 
ye! chearfully undergone for them? In their fick- 
neſs, or reports of their miſconduct, how have 
ye gone on your way ſurrowing ?- What alarms 
within you, when fancy forebodes but imaginary 
misfortunes hanging over them? but when real 
ones have overtaken-them, and miſchief befallen them 
in the way in which they have gone, how ſharper 
than a ſword have ye felt the workings of a pa- 


rental kindneſs? In whatever period of human 


life we look for proofs of ſelfiſhneſs, —let us not 
ſeek them in this relation of a parent, whoſe whole 
life, when truly known, is often little leſs but a 
' ſucceſſion of cares, heart-aches, and diſquieting 
apprehenſions, - enough to ſhew that he is but an 
inſtrument in the hands of Gop to provide for the 
well n of N to ſerve their intereſt as well 
as, his own. : 


If you try che truth of this eee upon 
every other part or ſituation of the ſame life, you 
will find it holds 1 in one OT or other. 

5 Take 


rod SERMON: VII. : 
"Take a view of it out of theſe cloſer connections 
both of a friend and parent. Conſider him for a 

moment under that natural alliance in which even 
- a heathen poet has placed him; namely, that of a 
man; and as ſuch, to his honour, as one incapable 
of ſtanding unconcerned in whatever concerns his 
ſellow - creatures. Compaſſion has ſo great a ſhare 
in our nature, and the miſeries of this world are 
ſo conſtant an exerciſe of it, as to leave it in no 
one's power (who deſerves the name of a man) 
in this ROS: to nn to ch 


He cannot ſtop his ears 8 the cries of 5 
unfortunate.— The ſad ſtory of the fatherleſs and 
him that has no helper muſt be heard Je ſorrow- 
Jul fighing of the priſoners will come before him; and 
a thouſand other untold caſes of diſtreſs to which 


the life of man is ſubject, find a way to his heart, 


let intereſt guard the paſſage as it will, be hath 
this world's goods, and ſeeth bis brother have need, 

he wwill not be able to *. et 155 en of com- 

paſion from bow. | 


Let any man of common kumaniry, look back 
upon his own life as ſubjected to theſe ſtrong 
' claims, and recolle& the influence they have had 
upon him. How oft the mere impulſes of gene- 
roſity and compaſſion have led him out of his 
way ?—In how many acts of charity and kindnefs, 
his bn for others has made him forget 
himſelf? 2 


r - ae 
| himſelf In neighbourly offices, how oft he has 
acted againſt all conſiderations of profits, con- 
venience, nay ſometimes even of juſtice itſelf ? 
Loet him add to this account, how much in the 
progreſs. of his life, has been given up even to 
the leſſer obligations of civility and good man- 
ners ? What reſtraints they have laid him under? 
Ho large a portion of his time, —-how much of 
his inclination and the plan of life he ſhould moſt 
have wiſhed, has from time to time been made a 
ſacrifice to his good- nature and diſinclination to 


= | give Pein „ 


|  Whoorer:aches aww the life of ik a 
| Fer I have:ſhewn it, will find it ſo beſet 
and hemmed in with obligations of one kind or 


"Other, as to leave little room to ſuſpe&, that nan 


can live to himſelf : and ſo cloſely has our Creator 
linked us together (as well as all other parts of 
his works) for the preſervation of that harmony 
in the frame and ſyſtem of things which his wiſ- 
dom has at firſt eſtabliſhed, that we find this bond 
of mutual dependence, however relaxed, is too 
ſtrong to be broke: and I believe, that the moſt 
ſelfiſn men find it is ſo, and that they cannot, in 
fact, live ſo much to themſelves, as the narrow- 
neſs of their own hearts incline them. If theſe 


| pefletions are juſt upon the moral relations in 


which we ſtand to each other, let us cloſe the ex- 


„ SEN M O N. vi. 
amination wich a More pee n the great | 
The ert and more e ps gs on 2 
Ages, which at one time or other will thruſt it- 
ſelf upon every man's mind, is this, That there 
is a Gob who made me, to whoſe gift I owe all 
the powers and faculties of my ſoul, to whoſe pro- 
vidence I owe all the bleſſings of my life, and bß 
whoſe bog it is that 1 exerciſe and enjoy 
them; that I am placed in this world as a 
creature of but a day, haſtening to the place from 
whence I ſhall not return That I am accountable 
for my conduct and behaviour to this great and 
wiſeſt of Beings,” before whoſe judgment: ſeat I 
muſt finally appear, and receive the things done 
in my 1 —_ are Sano or en | 
Ours are bad. 


Cn any one "qv bur the toi ideas 
| &f men ſometimes fit down coolly, and make 
ſome ſuch plain reflections as theſe upon their ſtate - 
and condition ?—or, that after they have made 
them, can one imagine, they loſe all effect? — As 
little appearance as there is of religion in the world, 
there is a great deal of its influence felt in its 
affairs, — nor can one ſo root out the principles of 
it, but like nature they will return again, and give 
"Checks and interruptions to guilty purſuits. There 
are ſeaſons, when the thoughts of a juſt Gop over- 

e 
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looking, and the terror of an 3 
have made the moſt determined tremble, and ſtop 

ſmort in the execution of a wicked purpoſe; and 
if we conceive that the worſt of men lay ſome 

reſtraint upon themſelves from the weight of this 
principle, what ſhall we think of the good and 
_ virtuous part of the world, who live under the 
perpetual influence of it, who facrifice their ap- 
petites and paſſions from a conſciouſneſs of their 
duty to Gop ; and conſider him as the object to 
whom they have dedicated their ſervice, and make 
that the firſt principle, and ultimate end of all 


_ their actions? — How many real and unaffected 


inſtances there are in the world of men thus go- 
verned, will not concern us ſo much to enquire, 


as to take care that we are of the number: which 


may Gop grant for the ſake of J eſus Chriſt. 


; Amen. 
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 Vopuaitaeres b ix, 5 


„cc race 


it not t the ſwift, —nor the battle to the ſtrong, 


_ neither yet bread to the wiſe, nor yet riches to moe; © 
of under ftanding, nor yet favour to men of ſtill 


oi time and. * bappeneth to them all, 


Sg ; 


be et or mo a mancher either open the 
1 


* | = | 177 7 0. ng. 255 5 4 ö | 1 


| "HEN 2 man caſts #'look upon W 
VV lancholy deſcription of the world, and 
bes, contrary to all his gueſſes and expectations, 
what different fates attend the lives of men, how 
oft it happens in the world, that there i 18 not even 
bread ta the wiſe, nor riches to men of under- 
banding &c——he is apt to conclude with a ſigh 
on it in the words,—tho' not in the ſenſe - 
of the wiſe man,—that time and chance happeneth : 
to them all, That time and chance, —apt ſeaſons 
and fit conjunctures have the greateſt ſway, in the 
turns and diſpoſals of mens fortunes. And that, 
as theſe lucky hits (as they are called) happen to 


mw. 


way. 


its 8 E RUM V VIII. 

way to his advancement againſt all obſtacles, —or 
block it up againſt all helps and attempts. That 
as the text intimates, neither wiſdom, nor under- 
Aanding, nor Kill — be able to ſurmount them. 


r a en) 


However widely we may differ in our reaſonings 
upon this obſervation of 'Solomon's, the authority 
of the obſervation is ſtrong beyond doubt, and 
the evidence given of it in all ages ſo alternately 

confirmed by examples and complaints, as to leave 
the fact itſelf unqueſtionable— That things are 
carried on in this Woo ſometimes fo contrary to 
all our reaſonings, and the ſeeming probabilities 
of fucceſs, that even the race is not to the ſwift, 
nor the battle to the ſte rong,—nay what is ſtranger 
ſtill— nor yet bread to the wiſe, who ſhould laſt FF 
ſtand in want of it,—nor yet riches to men oſ un | 
derſtanding, who you would think” belt "qualified | 
to acquire them not yer favour t to men of ſkill, F- 
- whoſe merit "and | pretences bid the faireft for IG £ = 
but chat there ate Fin ſecret and unſeen workings 
in human affairs, which baffle all « our "Endeavors, 
Land turn afide the courſe of things in ſuch a 
manner, that ine moſt likely cauſes diſappoint 
and fail of products for us the effect which we 
wied and e 6: xpected, from them. MM 


ad. 444 4% 
ry 11 22 SF} I7* II + wat 3 75 1 21D 0. 4 2 11 


| n will ſee; a wan, of nan 8 you to form 
4 conjecture from the appearances of things i in his 
favour,— — would ſay was 5 ſerting out in the 
| Word, 


| SIE RIM ONT. F — % : 5 


world, wih che faireſt dabei | 


tune im it; with all the advantages of birth to 


recommend him, of perſonal merit to ſpeak for 


him am of friends to help and puſn him fer 


wards: you will behold him, notiwithſtanding this; 


diſappointed in every effect you might naturally 
have looked for, from them every ſtep he takes 


towards his advan cement, ſomething in viſible Mall | 


pull him back, ſome. unforeſeen iobſtacle/thall-riſe 
up perpetually in his way, and kgep there In 
every application he males ſome untoward dir- 
cumſtance ſhall blaſt it: He ſhalbriſe early 
late take reſt, and eat the bread of careful. 


| nefs,—yer ſoriic:i happier man ſhalt ſtill riſe up 
and ever ſtep in before him, and leave him ſtrugt 


gling to the end of his liſr, in eee ee place 
in which he firſt began 1 it. 0 0 dat 59. 03 


+1 Th: hiſtory: that nondlthalledes all. anfiivQs 
be the: contraſt to this. He ſhall come into the 
world with, the moſt unpromiling appearance, 
| ſhall ſet forwards without fortune, without ſtiends, 
without talents to procure him either the ont 


or the other. Nevertheleſs, vou will ſee this : 


_ clouded proſpect brighten i up inſenſibly, unac- 


countably before him; every. thing preſented in His 


way ſhall, turn out beyond his expectations, — in 
ſpite of that chain of unſurmountable difficultics 
which firſt threatened him, time and chance ſhall 


open him a Way. ga ſeries of ſucceſsful occur- 
| 1 „ „ 
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eee che hand to the ſummir 
of honour and fortune, and, in a word, without 
giving him the pains.of: thinking, or the credit of 
prgeGing"it, ſhall place. him in à ſafe poſſeſſion 
of all chat ambition could with! for. e, 
vikunkopigiouoy; ne Ce f Die 
24; The hiſtories af che lives and ber of Sk 
ane full of inftances-of this n ere favour- 
able times dab deldp eee ens e done for 
Di —— what wiſdomi or ſkit could not: and there 
is ſcaroe any one e' chas lived long in the world, 
who upon looking! backwards will not diſcover 
ſuch a mixture of theſe in the many ſucceſsful 
rarns which havt happened in chis life, as to leave 
him very little teaſon to diſpute againiſt the fact, 
und, I:-ſhonld een eee ee : 
De e from 1 *- dent ie od ono. 


Slane, leds 4 a -Jupertiviahi ai of his 
:preſentationof things, have atheiſtically inferred, - 
chat becauſe there was ſo much of lottery in 
__ fe, and mere - cafualry ſeemed to have 
uch a ſhare in the'diſpoſal of our affairs. 
the providence of Gop ſtood neuter and uncon- 


cerned in their ſeveral workings, leaving them to 


the mercy of time and chance to he furthered or 
dliſappointed as ſuch blind agents directed. Whereas 
ein truth the very oppoſite concluſton follows. For 
0 (conſider, —if- a ſuperior intelligent Power did 
not W croſs and over-rule- events -in this 
f world. — 


E NNMOIN Vl. iy 
world, then our policies and deſigns in it, would 
always anſwer according to the wiſdem and firaus 
gem in which they were laid, and every cauſe, in 
the courſe of © things, would produce its natural 
effect without variation. Now às this / isi ndt tlie 

caſe, it neceſſarily follbws!-from Solormon'yc rea> 
ſoning, that, if tlie racer i Hot to the ſwift) if 
knowledge and learning do not always fecure ien 
from want, — nor dars and induſtry always make 
men rich, - nor art and ſtrill infallibly make wen 
high in the world; that there is fome other cauſe 
which- mingles irſelf im humun affeirs, and! porerne 
and turns chem as it pteaſes;;/ which: cauſe can be 
no other than. the Firſt Cauſe of all things and 
the ſecret and'over-ruling-providence: of that All 
mighry'Gop, who,.' though his dwelling is fa hiph; 
yet he homblerh/himiſclf/ to hehold ther things that 
are done in earth, raiſing! up the poor out of the 
duſt, and. lifting the beggan ffom hol dunghilt 
and contrary to alf hopes putting kimi with prineesj 
even witk tlie prinees of His people; which A 
the way, was the caſe of David, who Make ARG 
acknowledgirent And no doubt-- one reaſon; 
hy Gop has ſelected to his own dip Id n 
inſtances as this, where events have run counter ty 
alb probabilities, w˖ as / to- give teſtimonyr to hid 
previdenee in governing the world; and te engage 
us te a eonſideratlen and dependence upon % fon 
cke event and ſucceſs of our undertaltings .: 
3 ene Tuores ken iN 


n ISE MM NI VIII. 
| undoubtedly —as I ſaid, it ſhould: ſeem but Vita» 
Ple to nature's. laws, that the race ſuould ever be 


to the ſwiſt, and the battle to the ſtrong ;—it is 
teaſonablei that the beſt contrivances and means 
. ſhould: have beſt ſucdeſs, and ſince it often falls 


1 e eee J 


out otherwiſe in the caſe of man, where the wiſeſt 


| Pogue are nl ee hy: moſt . 


1 _ moſt ca tha — ns 


not 2. for though at ſundry times—ſundry events 


fall out - which we, who look no farther than the 


out / quite contrary both to our intentions and our 
hauopes, though at the ſame time, in reſpect of 

Jop providence over-ruling in theſe events, it 

were! profane to dall them chance, for they are 
pure deſignation, and tho inviſible, are ſtill the 
regular diſpenſations of the ſuperintending power 
that Almighty Being, from whom all the laws 
and powers of nature are derived, who, as he has 
pointed, ſo holds them as inſtruments i in his 
hand sand without invading the liber: 
will af his creatures, can turn the wands 
tres ol cheir hearts. to fulfil; his own righteouſneſs, | 
and wor ſuch effects in human affairs, which to 
us ſeem merely caſual. but to him, certain and 
determined, and nen mite ſees 
neceſſary to be brought about for the government 


and preſervation of the world, over which n. 


SL 
Wen 


* 


SER MON VIIKT rig 
| *When'the ſons of Jacob had <aſt cheir brother 5 

geh ins the pit for his deſtruction, - 
think, if ever any incident which ee the 
life of man deſerved to be called chance, it was 
this — That the company of Iſhmaelites ſhould 
happen to paſs by, in that open country, at that 
very place, at that time too, when this barbarity 
was committed. After he was reſcued by fo fa- 
vourable a contingency, —his life and future for- 

tune ſtill depended upon a ſeries of contingencies 
equally improbable; for inſtance, had the buſineſs 
of the Iſhmaelites, who bought him, carried thern 

from Gilead, to any other part of the worid beſides 
EFaypt, or when they arrived there, had they ſold 
their bond-ſlave to any other man but Potiphar, 
throughout the whole: empire, or, after that dil 
poſal, had the unjuſt accuſations of his maſter's 
wife caſt the youth into any other dungeon, than 
that where the king's priſoners: were kept, —or had 
it fallen out at any other criſis than when Pharaoh's 
chief butler was caſt there roo, had this, or any 
other of theſe events fallen out otherwiſe. than it 
did. — a ſeries-of unmerited misfortunes had over- 
whelmed him, and in conſequence the whole land 
of Egypt and Canaan. From the firſt opening, 
to the concluſion. of this long and intereſting tranſ- 

action, the Providence of Gop ſuffered every thing 
to take its courſe: the malice and cruelty of Jo- 
ſeph's brethren wrought their worſt miſchief againſt 
am . his country and the pro- 
. EY tection 


{ev _. SER MON VIIE. ” 
4 tection of his parent. The luſt and baſeneſs of a 
| e eee Sn YL TIEN 


e eee eee eee 


miſeries of an hopeleſs priſon, where he lay ne- 


| glected, - Providence, though it did not croſs theſe 
events, yet Providence bent them to the moſt 
mereiful ends. When the whole Drama was 
apened, then the. wiſdom and contrivance of every 


| _ partof it was diſplayed. Then it appeared, it wat 


| but God; — tuns he ſent him thither before them, 
mis ſuperintending power availed itſelf of their 


dat they (as the patriarch inferred in conſolation 
of his brethren,) it was not they that ſold him, 


directed the operations of thern, held 
1 the chain in his hand, and turned and wound it #6 
his on purpoſe. Ve verily thought evil againſt 
me, hut God meant it for good;—ye had the 
guilt of a bad intention, his Providence the glory 
' ef acrotfipliſhing'/a/ good one; by preſerving you 
. # poſterity upon the earth, and bringing to paſs as it 
is this: day, to fave much people ative.” All hiftory 


s full of (ſuch teſtimonies, which though they hr 


_ tonvinice- thoſe ho lock no deeper than the fur- : 


all, yet to thoſe who look deeper, they manifeſt 
at the ſame time, that there is a hand much buſier 
in human affairb than what we vainly calculate: 

which though the proje@ors of this world over. 
ee eee eee 
9434 formation 


lac ol things, that time and chance happen ts 


SE RNMON VIM tor 
bbortnatiem ef their plans, chey Wen in the 
execution of them.” Ard though the fataliſt may 
urge, chat every event in chis Fife brought about 
by the rminiſtty and chain of natural eatfes, —yer, 
in anſwer, let him go one ſtep higher and con- 
Ader, Whoſe power It is; that enables theſe cauſes = 
to work; =="wh6ſe khowledge it is, That foreſees 
what wil be their effects, wloſe goodneſs it is, 
that is invifibly conducting them forwards to the 
beſt and greateſt « ends for the L of his 
creatures. | 


a * n Hos end if 


L088 hits 4 © hs hula prop hola 
upon this point, It is not only” religiouſly 
_ ſpeaking, but with che Þi&eſt and moſt philo- 
ſophical truth of expreſſion, that the ſcripture tells 
us, that Gop commandeth the ravens,—that they 
are bis directions which the winds and the ſeas obey. 
If his ſervant hides himſelf by the brook, ſuch an 
order of cauſes and effects ſhall be laid, - that the. 
fowls of the air ſhall miniſter to his ſupport.— - 
When this reſource fails, and his prophet is di- 
rected to go to Zarephath,—for that he has com- 
manded a widow woman there to ſuſtain him,. 
the ſame hand which leads the prophet to the gate 
of the cityz—ſhall lead forth the diſtreſſed widow 
to the ſame place, to take him under her roof, and 
. tho! upon the impulſe of a different occaſion, ſhall 
nevertheleſs be made to fulfil his promiſe and in- 
tention of their mutual preſervation, 


Thus 


* 


— : 
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the, belief of which is of! ſuch conſ- f —_ (0. 


* * * 7 8 
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<7 herefore night. the Plalmiſt upon this | 
declaration, chat the Lord is 

that the earth may be glad therefore, yea the mul 
titude of the iſles may be glad there. 
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e #) MUIR 25 M53 „„ „ 
D May Goo gi grant the perſuaſion may make us as | 
virtuous, as it has reaſon to make us joyful ; and 
 - that it may bring forth in us the fruits of good 
| f living, to, his praiſe and glory to whom be all 
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dominion, now and for ever- 
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= Then Wis Aline that"-wbich- wa. ele, by Jeremy 


the prophet, ſaying. In Rama was tbere 4 
voice heard, lamentation; and weeping," and great 

mourning ; Rachael weeping for ber children, and 

would not Com Fm is vo rg are not. 
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2 KE hits which St. Maia a ee 
1 fulfilled by the cruelty and ambition of He- 
rod, —are in the ziſt chapter of Jeremiah, the 


1th verſe. In the foregoing chapter, the prophet 


having declared Gop's intention of turning the 
mourning of his people into joy, by the reſtora · 


tion of the tribes which had been mien 


* 


into Babylon; he proceeds in the g of 


this chapter, which contains this prophecy, to give 
a more particular deſeription of the great joy and 


feſtivity of that promiſed day, when they were to 


return once more to their on land, to enter upon 155 


their ancient poſſeſſions, and enjoy again all the 
privileges they had loſt; and amofgſt others, 


and what” was eres 'theny = abe favour and 


11 


ese on Bau Do. 
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„ SERMON IX. 
protection of Gov, and the continuation of his 
| mercies to them platen comm 5 


10 make therefore” the impreſ on of this ine 


| the ſtronger , upon their, minds—he gives a very 
| pathetic repreſentation of the preceding ſorrow on 
en when they were firſt bed awaeaptive. = 


-— This faith. the Lord; A voice was heard. in 


| Rama; lamentation and bitter weeping, Rachael 


8 for her e eee refuſed. to ee. 


5 i 


To e enter into * full ſenſe 404 Fwy: of this | 


5 - deſeription;-it is to be remembered-that the tomb | 


of Rachael, Jacob's beloved wife, as we fead in 
the 3;th of Geneſis, was fituated near Rama, and 


betwirt that place and Bethlehem; upon whicek 
deitcumſtance the prophet raiſes) one of the moſt 


affecting ſcenes that could be conceived: for as 
the tribes in their ſorrowſul journey betwyt Rama 
and Bethlehem in their way to Babylon, were ſup- 


poſed to paſs by this monumental pillar of their 
2 che prophet, by a common liberty in 


Rachael as riſing up out of her 


| 3 and as the common mother of two of 


their tribes, weeping for her children, bewailing 
the ſad cataſtrophe of her poſterity led away into a 
ſtrange land reſuſing to be comforted - becauſe 
they were not,—loſt and cut off from their coun- 


SERMON N r 
du, and in all Akelihood, never 1 W 5 

ts ey ag 4 03 VE: (0.006526 | 

14010 15 #% DOR”, Modo PSN ch not Tb LGW 
The :Jewiſh i pee Jay Knee Ant tis 
band Jacob buried Rachael in this very place, 
foreſeeing by the ſpirit of prophecy, that his po. 
terity ſhould that way be led gaptive, that ſhe _ 
might, as 1280 paſſed here, intercede for them. _ 


TOW. Act} WI EON 25 An. amn 35S VE 
ſeerns to be eh cf me hl dream of for: 
dreamt it hen they did; tis great odds, but ſore 
of: the Romiſnh dreamers would have hit upon it 
before now. For as it favours the doctrine ef 
interceſſions if there had not been undeniable 
ſnauld much ſooner have ſought for it among the 
oral traditions of this church, ae Wann 
. e EIn bat 3% 
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- Bungkis ks eee, These 1 K another in+ 
ni. the wards here eited by St. Mat- 
thew, which altogether excludes this ſcenical re- 
preſentation I have given of them. By which. 

tis thought that the lamentation of Rachael here 
deſcribed, has no immediate reference to Rachael. 
Jacob's wife, but that it ſimply alludes to the ſor- 
rows of her deſcendants, the diſtreſſed mothers of 
the . of * and Ephraim, who might 


accompany 
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_ accompany cheir children led into baptivity as far 

as Rama, in their way to Babylon, cho wept and 
wailed upon this ſad occaſion, and as the prophet 
dieſcribes them in the perſon f Rachael, reſuſing 
to be comforted for the loſs of her children, look 
ing upon their departurk, without bepe or proſpect 
of ever beholding a return. 24.717 bludait Ne 
— 01916 01. SDSS | 910 19H 1 4a ; Eh 0. fy K 


Whichever of the two ſenſes rr give the words 
of the;propher; the application of them: bythe 
evangeliſt ĩs equally juſt and faithful. For as the 
former ſcene he relates, was tranſacted ũpon the 
very ſame ſtage, in the ante diſtrict of Bethlehem 
near Rama here ſo many mothers of the ſame 
tribe now ſuffered this ſecbond moſt affecting blow 
the words of Jeremiah, as the evangeliſt ob- 


in that horrid day, a voice was heard again in 
Rama, lamentation and bitter weeping—Rachael 
weeping for her children, and refuſing to be com- 
ed: every Bethlemitiſh mother involved in 
his calamity, beholding it with hopeleſs: forrow— 
gave vent to it each one bewailing her children, 
and lamenting the hardneſs of their lot, with the 
anguiſh of an heart as incapable of conſolation, 
as they were of redreſs. Monſter could no con- 
ſideration of all this tender ſorrow, ſtay tlix hands? 
Could no reflection upon ſo much —— 
tation throughout the coaſts of Bethlehem, inter 
1 20 5 in behalf or GE wretched oe 
_ jets, 


* A $06 N 1K. t 
e cis tragedy wolln take us there 
no way open to ambirion but that thou i uſt tram- 
ple upon the affections of nature? Count ho pity 
for the innocence of childhood no f mips for 
the yearnings of parental love incline thee to ſome 

other meaſures, for thy fecurity—but' thou muſt 
chus pitileſsly'1 ruſh in take the victim m by violence 
tear it from the embraces of the mother - offer 
it vp before her eyes leave her Alſconfolate for 
ever——broken-Hearted' with a 10f5—0 affecting 
in itſelf—ſo circumſtanced ' with horror. thi no 


time, how friendly ſoevet to the montnfur could 
ever be able to v ar Gur the imp prefflon? 20 3:v! 
„ bas” Ane of mon. Gian pre ebneft 5578191 


There is nothing i in which the mind of man is 
more divided than in the accounts of this horrid 
nature. For when we conſider 1 man, as "tiffiohed 
by his Maker innocent and upright füll of "the 
tendereſt diſpofitiohis—with- \a heart inclining him 
to Kindneſs, and the” love and protection of his _ 
fpecies—this' idea of him r would almoſt” ſhake the 
credit of ſuch accoumts; ſo that to clear them 
we are forced to take a ſecond view of man 
. different from this favourable one, in which 
we inſenſibly repreſent him to our imaginations 
that ĩs— we are obliged to conſider him not as he 
was made but as he is, a creature by the vio- 
tence and irregulatity' of his paſſtons capable of 


m"_ ones og __ ana orgy and bene vo- 
e 


$ERMON m. 
in propealities and ſamerimes hurried. into en- 
ceſſes ſo apppſite to, thom as c render che moſt, 
unnatural and horrid accounts of what he does 
hue. 199 probable.— The truth of this gbſeryation 
6 in che caſe before us. For 
ert. to the faith and —.— of the hiſtorian who 
reports ſuch fats, —- the, particular character of 
the perſon. who. committed chem is to be conſider- 
ed as, a youcher for their truth and ercdibility ;— 
and if upon enquiry, it appears, that the man acted 
but conſiſtent wich himſelf, and juſt. ſo as you 


| xe hiſtorian is reſtored, and the fact 
— 3 


1 haracter 
of Herod, not as drawn from. ſeriprure,—for in 
general it furniſhes us with few, materials for ſuch 
deſcriptions: — the ſacred ſcripture curs off in feu 
wards the hiſtory, of the ungadly, how great ſoever 
they were in the eyes of the world, -and-on the 
other hand dwells largely upon the ſmalleſt actions 
of the righteous. We find all the circumſtances 
of the lives of Abraham, Iſaac, Jacob, and Joſeph, | 
recorded in the minuteſt manner. The wicked 
ſeem only mentioned with regret; juſt brought 
upon the ſtage, on — to be condemned. * | 
= lp 


would. have, expeſted from. his principles, — the ö 
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ole id advantage of which conduet—-is 1 ſoppole, 
the reaſon, —as in general it enlarges. on no character, | 
but what is worthy of imitation. "Tis however 
undeniable, that the lives of bad men are not with- 
bout uſe, - and whenever ſuch a one is drawn, not 
with a corrupt view to be admired, but on pur- 
poſe to be deteſted—it muſt excite ſuch an horror 
againſt vice, as will ſtrike indirectly the ſame good 
impreſſion. And tho! it is painful to the laſt de- 

gree to paint a man in the ſhades which his vices 

have caſt upon him, —yet when it ſerves this end, 


and at the ſame time illuſtrates 4 point in ee je 


hiſtory—it carries its om excuſe with it. ty 85 
This Herod, lene of whom the Sing 8 
ſpeaks, 5 your ke. a + er view of his _ m 


"T2 


That though he was certainly a bad man, . : 
you would think the maſs was tempered at the ſame | 
time with a mixture of good qualities. So that 
mt courſe, as is not uncommon, he would appear 
with two characters very different from each other. 
If you looked on the more favourable ſide, vou 
would ſee a man of great” addfels—popular in his 
behaviour— generous, prince-like i in his entertain- 
ments and expences, and in a word ſet off with 
all ſuch virtues and ſhewy properties as bid high 
for the countenance e and  approbation of the world. . 


74 
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139 SERMON IX. 

View him in another light, he was an ambiti- 
1 bus, deſigning wan, — ſuſpicious of all the world, 
—rapacious,—implacable in his temper, without 
ſenſe. of. religion, or feeling of humanity. 


0 Now i in all ſuch complex characters as this, — the 


way the world uſually judges, is. to ſum up the 
good and the bad againſt each other, deduct the 
leſſer of theſe articles from the greater, and (as 
ve do, in. paſſing other accounts) give credit to 
th: Man for what remains upon the balance. Now, 
though this. ſeems, A fair „yet ] fear i it is often a 
| fallacious reckqning,——whioh though it may ſerve 
in many ordinary cafes of private life, yet will not 
hold good in the more notorious inſtances of mens 
lives, eſpecially when ſo complicated with good 
and, bad, as to exceed. all common bounds and | 
proportions, Not to be deceived. in ſuch, caſes 
we muſt work by a different rule, which though it 
may. appear leſs candid,—yet, to make, amends, 1 
am perſuaded will bring us in general much nearer 
to the thing we want, — which! is truth. The way | 
to Which! is—in all Judgments, of this kind, to di- 
ſtinguiſh and, carry in your eye, the principal and 
ruling paſſion which, leads the character and ſe- 
parate that from che other parts of it and then | 
take notice, how far his other qualities, good and 
- bad, are brought to ſerve and ſupport chat. For want 
of this diſtinction, ye often think ourſelves incon- 
fiſtent creatures when we are the fartheſt from it, 
f = the variety of "OM mu contradictory ap- 
| pearances 
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pearances we put on, are in truth but lo many ; 
different attempts to TTY DO OY : 


e 


Wich this es her u ebe bur to unravel ths 
names 8 mr: as nds Ow. | | 


The firſt ha which firikes one in it; is am- 
bition, an immoderate thirſt, as well as jealouſy 
of power; ;—how inconſiſtent ſovever in other parts, 

his character appears in variable in this, and every 

action of his life was true to it. From hence we 


may venture to cotichude, that this was bis ling 


paſſion, and that moſt, if not alVthe other wisels 


| were put in motion by this firſt ſpri ing. Nou 55 
95 conſider how far ow "ou the Cale in fact. 


1 m7 Fe ob on e 


To dend with the worfs part off him, — I [id 
he was a man of no ſenſe of religion, or at leaſt 


no other ſenſe of it, but that which ſerved his 
turn for he is recorded to have built temples in 


Judea, and ereẽted images in them for idolatrous 


worſhip not from a perſuaſion of doing right, for 
he was bred a Jew, and conſequently raught to 
abhor all idolatry, —but he was in truth ſacrificing 
all this time to a greater idol of his own, hisruling 
paſſion ; for if we may truſt Joſephus, his ſole 


view in ſo groſs a compliance was to ingratiate. 


himſelf with Auguſtus, and the great men of 
Rome, from whom he held his power. — With 
| 2 oo this 


T. 
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1 SERMON: IX. 
dis he was greedy and rapacious how could pe be 
_ © otherwiſe, with ſo devouring an appetite as ambi- 


tion to provide for ?—He was jealous in his na- 
ture, and ſuſpicious of all the world Shew me 
an ambitious man that is not ſo; for as ſuch a 
man's hand, like Iſhmael's, is againſt every man, 


he e dn that A man's. L in LINE 5; 


Fe ew. men were ever. — of more — | 
oft of cruelty—and yet the par inſtances of 


them in Herod; were ſuch as he was hurried. into, 
byithe alarms this waking. paſſion perpetually gave 
| hinge, He put the whole Sanhedrim to the ſword 
| E ſparing neither age, or, wiſdom, or merit one 
cannot ſuppoſe, ſimply from an inclination to cru- 
e had Ae Te eſtabliſhment of 
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e own 5 two 1 youths, he cut off 
by a public execution. The worſt men have na- 
tural affeftion—and ſuch a ſtroke. as this would 
4 lun ſo contrary to the natural workings of it, that 
| & | you are forced to ſuppoſe the impulſe of ſome 
5 more violent inclination. to over- rule and conquer 
1 it. And ſo it was, for the Jewiſh hiſtorian tells 
* us, *twas jealouſy of power—his darling object 
F _  - _ of which he feared they would one day or other 
diſpoſſeſs him—ſufficient inducement to. tranſport 
a man of ſuch a ner into the bloodieſt exceſſes. 
: . | Thus 


Thus far this one fatal and extravagant paſſion, 
accounts for the dark ſide of Herod's character. 
This governing principle being firſt laid open 
all his other bad actions follow in courſe, like ſo 
many ſymptomatic complaints from the ſame diſ- 


| Lerm fy if his was not the caſe even of his 


= 1 


Ar firſt ght it ſeems" a myſtery how a man 
ſo black as Herod has been thus far deſcribed ue 
ſhould be able to ſupport himſelf in the favour 
and friendſhip of fo wiſe and penetrating a body 
of men as the Roman ſenate, of whom he held 
his power. To counter-balance the weight of ſo 
bad and deteſted a character and be able to bear 
it up as Herod did, one would think he muſt have 
been maſter of ſome great ſecret worth enquiring 
after he was ſo—But that ſecret was no other than 


| What appears on this reverſe of his charafter,—He 


vas a perſon of great addreſs — popular in his out- 
ward behaviour.— He was generous, prince-like in 
his entertainments and expences. The world was 
then as corrupt at leaſt, as now— and Herod un- 
derſtood it — knew at what price it was to be 
bought and what qualities would bid the ingeſt 
1 its od n and nnn, | | 
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And in truth, he judged this. matter ſo well 


chat notwithſtanding the general odium and pre- 


poſſeſſion which aroſe againſt ſo hateful a character 
in ſpite of all the ill impreſſions, from ſa many 


repeated complaints of his cruelties and oppreſſions 


The yet ſtemmed the torrent—and by the ſpecious 
diſplay of theſe popular virtues bore himſelf up 


- againſt it all his life.—So that at length, when he 


was ſummoned to Rome to anſwer for his crimes 


— Joſephus tells us—that by the mere magnifi- 


cence of his expences—and the apparent generoſity 
of his behavicur, he entirely confuted the whole 
charge—and ſo ingratiated himſelf with the Roman 


ſenate and won the heart of Auguſtus (as he had 
that of Anthony before) that he ever after had his 
favour and kindneſs ; which I cannot mention 


without adding that it is an eternal ſtain upon the 


character and memory of Auguſtus, that he ſold 


his countenance and protection to ſo bad a man, 


for ſo mean and baſe a conſideration. | 


| From this point of view, if we lnok heck upon . 
Herod — his beſt qualities will ſhrink into little 


room, and how glittering ſoever in appearance, 
when brought to this balance are found wanting. 


And in truth, if we would not willingly be de- 
_ ceived in the value of any virtue or ſet of virtues 
in ſo complex a character we muſt call them to 
this very account; examine whom they ſerve, 


what paſſion and what n they have for their 


maſter. ä 
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maſter. When this is underſtood, the whole ele, 


is unravelled at once, and the character of Herod, 


as complicated as it is given us in hiſtory —— 


when thus analyſed, is ſummed up in three words 
bat be was a man of unbounded ambition, 


who Puck at nothing 'to gratify 12. ſo that not 
only his vices were miniſterial to his ruling paf= / 
| Gon, but his virtues too (if they deſerve the 
name} v were drawn i in, and lifted into the ſame fe 


vice. . 2 iini 
Thus at for the cher of Felon A 
critical review of which has many obvious uſes, 
to which I may truſt you, having time but to 
mention that particular one which firſt led me intd 
this examination, namely, that all objections 
againſt the Evangeliſts account 'of this day's 
Naughter of the Bethlemitiſn infants from the 
incredibility of ſo horrid an account are fllenced 


by this account of the man; ſince in this, he acted 


but like himſelf, and juſt ſo as you would expect 


in the ſame circumſtances, from every man of ſo 
ambitious a head and ſo bad a heart.—Conſider, 
what havock ambition has made—how often the 


fame tragedy has been acted upon larger theatres 
— where not only the innocence of childhood - or 
the grey hairs of the aged, have found no pro- 
tection but whole countries without diſtinction 


have been put to the ſword, or what is as cruel, 


have been driven forth to nakedneſs and famine, 
5 to 
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to make way for new ones, under the guidance of 
| .._ this paſſion,-for a ſpecimen of this, reflect upon 
the ſtory related by Plutarch: when by order of 
the Roman ſenate, ſeventy populous cities were 
unawares ſacked and deſtroyed at one prefixed hour, 
by P. Æmilius by whom one hundred and fifty 
thouſand unhappy people were driven in one day 
Into captivity—to be ſold to the higheſt bidder, to 
end their days in cruel labour and anguiſh. As 
| aſtoniſhing as the account before us is, it vaniſhes | 
into nothing from fuch views, ſince it is plain 
from all hiſtory, that there is no wickedneſs too 
great for ſo unbounded a cauſe, and that the moſt 
horrid accounts in hiſtory are, as I ſaid above, | 
but too probable effects of 1 We”. 1 ramen 
5 ay Go of * mercy. defend * e 
future experiments of this kind — and grant we 
4 may make a proper uſe Ke for Mo ſake of 
ana um} Amen. 
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10 {ek OF THE SHORTNESS 
AND TROUBLES OFLIFE, CONSIDERED. 


"Jo; xiv. I, 2. 


Man „e 15 a of a woman, is of fre dogs, and full 
of trouble: Ile cometh forth like a flower, and i is 
cut down; be hop a _ as a ſhadow, and continu- 


eh not. 


| HERE is 3 in this Fae of 
4 holy Job's, upon the ſhortneſs of life, and 


inſtability of human affairs, ſo beautiful and truly 
fublime, that one might challenge the writings of 


the moſt celebrated orators of antiquity, to produce 


a ſpecimen of eloquence, ſo noble and thoroughly 
affecting. Whether this effect be owing in ſome 
meaſure to the pathetic nature of the ſubject re- 
flected on; or to the eaſtern manner of expreſſion, 


in a ſtyle more exalted and ſuitable to fo great a 


ſubject, or, (which is the more likely account,) be- 
cauſe they are properly the words of that Being, 
who firſt inſpired man with language, and taught his 

mouth to utter; who opened the lips of the dumb, 


as made the tongue of che infant eloquent; —to 


which 
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133 SERMON R, . 
which of theſe we are to refer e 
limity of this, as well as that of numberleſs other 


' paſſages in holy writ, may not ſeem now material; 
but ſurely without theſe helps, never man was bet- 


ter qualified to make juſt and noble reflections 


1 upon the ſhortneſs of life, and inſtability of hu- 


man affairs, than Job was, who had himſelf waded 


through ſuch a ſea of troubles, and in his paſſage  - 
had encountered many viciſſitudes of ſtorms and 
fun- ſhine, and by turns had felt both the extremes, 


of all the happineſs, znd all the wretchedneſs * 


mand e to. 


The beginning af his day was crowned with 


every thing that ambition could wiſh for ;—he was 


the greateſt of all the men of the Eaſt—had large 
and unbounded poſſeſſions, and no doubt enjoyed 


all the comforts and advantages of life, which they 
could adminiſter. —Perhaps you will ſay, a wiſe - 

man might not be inclined to give a full looſe to 
this kind of happineſs, without ſome better ſecurity 


for the ſupport of it, than the mere poſſeſſion of 


ſuch goods of fortune, which often ſlip from under 
us, and ſometimes unaccountably make themſelves 
wings and fly away.—But he had that ſecurity too, 


— for the hand of providence which had thus far 
protected, was ſtill leading him forwards, and ſeem- 
ed engaged in the preſervation and continuance of 
theſe bleſſings; - God had ſet a hedge about him, 


and about all that he had on every fide he: land 


bleſſed 


bleſſed all te works of his 0 his ſubſtance 
encreaſed every day. Indeed, even with this ſecu- 
rity, riches to him that hath neither child or brother, 
as the wiſe man obſerves, inſtead of a comfort prove 
ſometimes a ſore travel and vexation.—The mind 
of man is not always ſatisfied with the reaſonable 
aſſurance of its own enjoyments, but will look for- 
wards, as if it diſcovers ſome imaginary void, the 
want of ſome beloved object to fill his place after 
"—_ will often diſquiet itſelf in vain, and ſay For 

he an do I n and bereave FREIE of we? 


 Dhinbarns lis 1 Gov had likewiſe taken 
ava; in bleſſing him with a numerous offspring of 
ſons and daughters, the apparent inheritors of all 
his preſent happineſs. ——Pleaſing reflection! to 
think the bleſſings Gop has indulged one's ſelf in, 
mall be handed and continued down to a man's own 
| ſeed; how little does this differ from a ſecond en- 
joyment of them, to an affectionate parent, who 
naturally looks forward with as ſtrong an intereſt 
upon his children, as if he was to yet over Boe 

ö n 9 9 


| What could be wanting to finiſh lch a pitture 
of a happy man ?——Surely nothing, except a vir- 
tuous diſpoſition to give a reliſh to theſe bleſſings, 
and direct him to make a proper uſe of them. He 
had that too, for he was a perfect and upright man, 
one that feared Gop and eſchewed evil. : 


% SERMONIX. 
e local e eee 
great as could well fall to the ſhare of one man; 


_ whilſt all the world looked gay, and ſmiled. upon 


him, and every thing round him ſeemed to promiſe, 
. if poſſible, an increaſe of happineſs, in one inſtant | 
all changed 3 1nto ſorrow and utter _ | 


| 11 pleaſed Gon for wide corpaſey's to blaſt oe : 
tunes of his houſe, and cut off the hopes of his 
| poſterity, and in one mournful day, to bring this 


great prince from his palace down to the dunghill. 


His flocks and herds, in which conſiſted the abund- 
ance of his wealth, were part conſumed by a fire from 
heaven, the remainder taken away by the fword of 
the enemy: his ſons and daughters, whom tis na- 
tural to imagine ſo good a man had ſo brought up 
in a ſenſe of their duty, as to give him all reaſon- 
5 able hopes of much joy and pleaſure in their future 
lives ; — natural proſpect ſor a parent to look for- 
' wards at, to recompenſe him for the many cares 
and anxieties which their infancy had coſt him! 
theſe dear pledges of his future happineſs were all, 
all ſnatched from him at one blow, juſt at the time 
that one might imagine they were beginning to be 
the comfort and delight of his old age, which moſt 
wanted ſuch ſtaves to lean on ;—and as circum- 
ſtances add to an evil, ſo they did to this; for it 
fell out not only by a very calamitous accident, 
which was grievous enough in itſelf, but likewiſe 
upon the back of his other misfortunes, when he 


Was 
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was ill prepared to bear ſuch a hock; and what 
would ſtill add to it, it happened at an hour when 
0 he had leaſt en se it, when he would na- 
of n cc For vhillt they ure eg . , ma- 
ce King merry in their eldeſt brothet's houſe, a great | 
ce wind. out of the wilderneſs fmote the four corners 
851 ny on — and: it fell eee e 
e Wü Mini a ti: 1975 5 1 
e a concurtence of ene not hs 
common lot of many, and yet there are iaſtances of 
ſome who have undergone as ſevere trials, and 
bravely ſtruggled under them; perhaps by natur 
force of ſpirits, the advantages of health, and the 
cordial aſſiſtance of a friend. And with theſe helps, 
what may not a man ſuſtain ? But tis was not 
Job's caſe; for ſcarce had theſe evils fallen upon 
him, when he was not only borne down with a 
grievous diſtemper that afflicted him from the crown 
of his head to the ſole of his foot, but likewiſe his 
three friends, in-whoſe kind conſolations he might 
have found a medicine even the wiſe of his bo- 
ſom, whoſe duty it was with a gentle hand to have 


ſoftened all his ſorrows, inſtead of doing this, they 


cruelly inſulted and became the reproachers of his 
integrity. O Gopl what is man when thou thus bruiſ- 
eſt him, and makeſt his burden heavier as his ſtrength. 
_ grows leſs? Who, that had found himſelf thus an 
example of the many changes and chances of this 
mortal life, when he conſidered himſelf now 
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ripped and left deſtitute of ſo many valuable blef- 


_ fings vhich the moment before thy Providence had 
- poured upon his head; when he reflected upon 


this gay delightſome ſtructute, in appearance ſo 


| ftrongly built, ſo pleaſingly ſurrounded with every 
e e, ee 8 


ment, and th whole Reipeck vaniſh with 16 le 


the deſcription of an enchantment; —who I ſay that 

had ſeen and felt the ſhock of ſo ſudden a revolu- 

beautiful reflections upon the occaſion, and ſaid 
with Job in the words of thotext, That man, that 


"Py born of a woman, is of few days, and full ww 
**miſery—thar he pre forth like a flower, and 
alſo as a ſhadow, and 
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And firſt, that he i 18 of few days. The compa- 
riſon which Job makes uſe of, That man cometh 
forth like a flower, is extremely beautiful, and more 
to the purpoſe than the moſt elaborate proof, which 
in truth the ſubject will not eaſily admit of; — the 

ſhortneſs of life being a point fo generally com- 


plained of in all ages fince the flood, and ſo univer- 


ſally felt and acknowledged by the whole ſpecies, as 
ro require no evidence beyond a ſimilitude; the intent 
of which is not ſo much to prove the fact, as to il 
luſtrate and place it in ſuch a light as to ftrike us, 
and bring hn palin ma pie -O. geen in a 


1 


eee eee A and is 


cut. down;—— he is ſent into the world the faireſt 


and nobleſt part of God's:works;—fathioned after 


the image of his Creator with reſpect to reaſon and 


the great faculties of the mind; he cometh forth 
- glorious as the flower of the field; as it ſurpaſſes 
the vegetable world in beauty, ſo does he the ani- 


mal world in che ene % 
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arrives at the full p of its perfection, — is ſuf- 


fered to triumph firs few moments, and is plucked 
up by the roots in the very pride and gayeſt ſtage of 


his being;—or if it happens to eſcape the hands of 
violence, in a few days it neceſſarily fickens of itſelf 


and dies away. 
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Man likewiſe, though his >ropreſs is flower, and 
ls duration ſomething longer, yet the periods of 
his growth and declenſion are — the enge, book 
in 115 1 12 ey nde | 
1 he boa the Sins n Gesten (be ten- 
at years, he is ſoon got into the full maturity 
and ſtrength of life; and if he is ſo fortunate as not 
to be hurried out of it then by accidents, by his 
2 folly and intemperanee —if he eſcapes theſe, 
he naturally decays of himſelf; - a period comes 
faſt upon him, beyond which he was not made to 
laſt. Like a flower or fruit which may be pluck- 
ed up by force before the time of their maturity, 
yet cannot be made to outgrow' the period when 
they are to fade and drop of themſelves; when that 
comes, the hand of nature then plucks them both 
off, and no art of the botaniſt can uphold the one, 


or ſkill of the phyſician preſerve the other; beyond 


the periods to which their original frames and con- 
ſtitutions were made to extend. As Gov: has ap- 
pointed and determined the ſeveral growths and 
decays of the vegetable race, ſo he ſeems as evi- 


dently to have preſcribed the ſame laws to man, as 
well as all living creatures; in- thenfiſt+rndinients 


of which there are contained the ſpeci fie powers 


of their growth, duration and extinction; and when 


the revolutions of thoſe animal powers are exhauſ- 
ted and run down, the Creature expires and dies of 


SE R MON X. "nas 
Aiſeltz as ripe fruit falls from the tree, or a flower 
_ preſerved e og bioem r nne . n | 
"Hp the ſtalk. 1 
Thus much for this — of Job's which 
ow it is very poetical, yet conveys a juſt idea 
of the thing referred to. That he fleeth alſo 
« as a ſhadow and continueth not —is no leſs a 
faithful and fine repreſentation of the ſhortneſs and 
vanity of human life, of which one cannot give a 
- better explanation, than by referring to the original, 


from whence the picture was taken. With how 


quick a ſucceſſion do days, months and years paſs 
_©over our heads? how truly like a ſhadow that de- 
parteth do they flee away inſenſibly, and ſcarce leave 
an impreſſion with us? Whenwe endeavour ta 


| call them back by reflection, and conſider in What | 


manner they have gone, how unable are the beſt of 
us to give a tolerable account ? — and were it not 
for ſome of the more remarkable ſtages which have 
diſtinguiſhed a few periods of this rapid progreſs — 


vVe ſhould lodk back upon it all as Nebuchadnezzar 


did upon his dream when he awoke in the morn- 
ing; — he was ſenſible many things had paſſed, 
and troubled him too, but had paſſed on fo quickly, 
they had left no footfteps behind, by which he could 
be enabled to trace them back. Melancholy 
account of the life of man! which generally runs 
on in fuch a manner, as ſcarce to allow time to 
make reflections which way it has gone. 
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ww How ade our firſt y years aide by in the in- 
. nocent ſports of childhood, in which we are not able 
to make reflections upon them how many more 


- thoughtleſs years eſcape us in our youth, when we 


are unwilling to do it, and are ſo eager in the pur- 
kr! of Wa as to have no me to ears 80 oi 
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5 12 7 8 | araver — 5 riper years come on, N we 


begin to think it time to reform and ſet up for men 
of ſenſe and conduct, then, the buſineſs and per- 
plexing intereſts of this world, and the endleſs plot- 
ting and contriving how to make the moſt of it, do 
ſo wholly employ us, that we are too buſy to make 
reflections upon ſo unprofitable a ſubject.— As fa- 
milies and children increaſe, ſo do our affections, 
and with them are multiplied our cares and toils for 


their preſervation and eſtabliſnment;—all which 
5 take up our thoughts ſo cloſely, and poſſeſs them 


ſo long, that We are often overtaken by grey hairs 
before we ſee them, or have found leiſure to conſi- 


der how far we were got, hat we have been doing 


and for what purpoſe God ſent us into the world. 
As man may juſtly be ſaid to be of few days, con- 


ſidered with reſpect to this haſty ſucceſſion of things, 


which ſoon carries him into the decline of his life, 
ſo may he likewiſe be ſaid to flee like a ſhadow and 


continue not, when his duration is compared with 
other parts of God's works, and even the works of 
his own hands, which outlaſt him many generations; 


—Wwhilt | 


—whilt his—as en ee like W one 
generation drops, and another Prins: up, to fall 
_ and be * 3 | 
But hots we ten confder.. his 3 in 5 
light which we ought chiefly to view them, as they 
appear in thy ſight, O Gop ! with whom a thouſand 
years are but as yeſterday ; when we reflect that this 
hand- breadth of life is all that is meaſured out to 
man from that eternity for which he is created, how 
does his ſhort ſpan vaniſh to nothing in the com- 
pariſon! 'Tis true, the greateſt portion of time will 
do the ſame when compared with what is to come; 
and therefore ſo ſhort and tranſitory a one, as three- 
ſcore years and ten, beyond which all is declared to 
be labour and ſorrow, may the eaſier be allowed: 
and yet how uncertain are we of that portion, ſhort 
as it is! Do not ten thouſand accidents break off 
the lender thread of human life, long before it can 
be drawn out to that extent? The new-born babe 
2 falls down an eaſy prey, and moulders back again 
into duſt, like a tender bloſſom put forth in an un- 
timely hour.-—The hopeful youth in the very 
pride and beauty of his life is cut off; ſome cruel 
diſtemper or unthought-of accident lays him pro- 
ſtrate upon the earth (to purſue Job's compariſon) 
like a blooming flower ſmit and ſhrivelled up with 
a malignant blaſt, —In this ſtage of life chances 
multiply upon us, the ſeeds of diſorders are ſown 
| by i E or neglect, — infectious diſtempers 
„ ha ME 
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nen. 
are more eafily contracted; when contracted they 
rage with greater violence, and the ſucceſs in many 

caſes 1s more doubtful, inſomuch that they who have 


exerciſed themſelves in computations of this kind 
tell us, That one half of the whole ſpecies, which 


are born into the world, go out of it again, and are 


all dead in ſo ſhort a ſpace as the firſt ſeyenteen 
IS (vi | 1 


"Theſe reflections may ks cent to illuſtrate the 


firſt part of Job's declaration, ce That man is of few 


* Jays.” Let us examine the truth of the other, 


and ſee, whether he 1 is not likewiſe Full of trouble. 


** 


"And here \ we mult n not take our account from 


the flattering outſide of things, which are generally 
ſet off with a glittering appearance enough, eſpeci- 
ally in what is called higher life. Nor can we ſafely 
_ truſt the evidence of ſome of the more merry and 


thoughtleſs amongſt us, who are ſo ſet upon the en- 
joyment of life as ſeldom to reflect upon the troubles 
of it; or who, perhaps, becauſe they are not yet 


come to this portion of their inheritance, imagine 


it is not their common lot. — Nor laſtly, are we to 
form an idea of it, from the deluſive ſtories of a 
few of the moſt proſperous paſſengers, who haye 


fortunately failed through and eſcaped the rougher 
toils and diftreſſes. But we are to take our ac- 
count from a cloſe ſurvey of human life, and. the 


real face of things, ſtript of every thing that can 
palliate or gild it over. We muſt hear the gene- 
: i 5 ral 
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ral complaint of all ages, and read the hiſtories of 
mankind. If we look into them, and examine them 

to the bottom, what do they contain but the hiſtory 
of ſad and uncomfortable paſſages, which a good- 
natured man cannot read but with oppreſſion of 
ſpirits ?=Conſider the dreadful ſucceſſion of wars 
in one part or other of the earth, perpetuated from 
one century to another with ſo little intermiſſion, 
that mankind have ſcarce had time to breathe from 
them, ſince ambition firſt came into the world 
conſider the horrid effects of them in all thoſe bars | 


| barous devaſtations we read of, where whole nations 


have been put to the ſword, or have been driven out 
to nakedneſs and famine to make room for new 
comers.—Conſider how great a part of our ſpecies, 
in all ages down to this, have been trod under the 
feet of cruel and capricious tyrants, who would nei- 
ther hear their cries, nor pity their diſtreſſes. —— 
Conſider ſlavery, hat it is, how bitter a draught, 

and how many millions have been made to drink 
ol it; hich if it can poiſon all earthly happineſ 
when exerciſed barcly upon our bodies, what muſh 
it be, when it comprehends both the ſlavery of body _ 
and mind ?—To conceive this, look into the hiſtary 
of the Romiſh church and her tyrants, (or rather 
executioners) who ſeem to have taken pleaſure in 
the pangs and convulſions of their fellow- creatures. 
Examine the inquiſition, hear the melancholy 
notes ſounded in every cell. Conſider the anguiſu 
of mock, trials, and the exquilite tortures conſequent 
„„ . _- there. 
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| thereupon, mercileſsly inflicted upon the unfortu- 
nate, where the racked and weary foul has fo often 
| wiſhed to take its leave, —but cruelly not ſuffered 
to depart.—Conſider how many of theſe helpleſs 
wretches have been haled from thence, in all peri- 
dds of this tyrannic uſurpation, to undergo the maſ- 
| facres and flames to which a falſe 5 a e re- 

1 75 has wenne | them. 10D 1! 


110 this ſad hiſtory: ad Gera of the more public 
a e of the miſeries of man are not ſufficient, let 
us behold him in another light with reſpect to the 
more private cauſes of them, and ſee whether he 
is not full of trouble likewiſe there, and almoſt 
born to it as naturally as the ſparks fly upwards. 
If we conſider man as a creature full of wants and 
neceſſities (whether real or imaginary) which he is 
not able to ſupply of himſelf, what a train of diſ- 
appointments, vexations and dependencies are to 
be ſeen, iſſuing from thence to perplex and make 
His being uneaſy! —— How many juſtlings and hard 
ſtruggles do we undergo, in making our way in the 
world How barbarouſly held back !—How often 
and baſely overthrown, in aiming only at getting 
bread ! How many of us never attain it at leaſt 
not comfortably, — but from various -unknown 
cauſes —eat it all our lives long in bitterneſs ! 


duft we thift the ſcene, and look upwards, towards | 
_ thoſe whoſe ſituation in life ſeems to place them 
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above the ſorrows of this kind, yet where are they 
exempt from others? Do not all ranks and condi- 
tions of men meet with ſad accidents and number- 
leſs calamities in other reſpects, which often INE 
them go heavily all their lives long! pA. 


How many fall : into chronical infirmities which 
render both their days and nights reſtleſs and in- 
ſupportable? How many of the higheſt rank 
are torn up with ambition, or ſoured with diſap- 
pointments, and how many more, from a thouſand 
ſecret cauſes of diſquiet, pine away in ſilence, and 
owe their deaths to ſorrow and dejection of heart? 
If we caſt our eyes upon the loweſt claſs and 
condition of life, the ſcene is more melancholy 
ſtill. Millions of our fellow-creatures, born to no 
inheritance but poverty and trouble, forced by the 
neceſſity of their lots to drudgery and painful em- 
ployments, and hard ſet with that too, to get enough 
to keep themſelves and families alive. So that 
upon the whole, when we have examined the true 
ſtate and condition of human life, and have made 
ſome allowances for a few fugacious, deceitful plea- 
ſures, there is ſcarce any thing to be found which 
contradicts Job's deſcription of it. Whichever way 
wie look abroad, we ſee ſome legible: characters of 
what Gop firſt denounced againſt us, © That in ſor- 
row we ſhould eat our bread, till we return to the 
ground from whence we were taken®*,” 


N. B. Moſt of theſe reflections upon the miſeries of life, a are 
taken from Wollaſton. 
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But ſome one will ſay, Why are we thus to be 
put out of love with human life? To what pur- 

poſe is it to expoſe the dark ſides of it to us, or 
enlarge upon the infirmities which are natural, and 
conſequently out of our power to redreſs?  _ 


I anſwer, that the ſubject is nevertheleſs of great 
importance, ſince it is neceſſary every creature 
ſhould underſtand: his pxeſent ſtate and condition, 
to put him in mind of behaving ſuitably to it. 
Does not an impartial ſurvey of man - the holding 


up this glaſs 10. ſhew him his defects and natural 


infirmities, naturally tend to cure his pride, and 
clothe him with humility, which is a dreſs that beſt 
becoraes a ſhort lived and a wretched creature? 
Does not the conſideration of the ſhortneſs of our 


life, convince us of the wiſdom of dedicating ſo 


ſmall ee eee great purpoſes n“ . 


ld, When we | 2olle(3; thas this ſpan of life, | 
3 as it is, is chequered with ſo many troubles, . 
that there is nothing in this world ſprings up, or 
can be enjoyed without a mixture of ſorrow, how 
inſenſibhy does it incline us to turn our eyes and 


affections from ſo gloomy a proſpect, and fix them 


upon that happier country, where afflictions cannot 
follow us, and where Gop will wipe away all tears 
| from off our erg ever and ever? Amen. 
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F an man. among. you ſeem 1% boogie 


bridleth not his tongue, but duceiveth _ 0701 n 
„„ _ 


F the many duties cn to God and 


our neighbour, there are ſcarce any men ſo 


bad, as not to acquit themſelves of forne, and few. 


ſo good, I fear, nenne 


1 man dens willing ee to compound 
the matter, and adopt ſo much of the ſyſtem, as 
will leaſt interfere with his principal and ruling * 


paſſion, and for thoſe parts which would occaſion 


a more troubleſome oppoſition, to conſider them 


as hard ſayings, and ſo leave them for thoſe to 
_ practiſe, whoſe natural tempers are better ſuited to 

the ſtruggle. So that a man ſhall be covetous, 
oppreſſive, revengeful, neither a lover of truth, 
or common honeſty, and yet at the ſame time, 


hall be very religious, and fo ſanctified, as not 
„„ Ta, 
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once to fail of paying his morning and evening 
facrifice to GoD. So; on the other hand, a man 
ſhall live without Gop in the world, have neither 
any great ſenſe of religion, or indeed pretend to 
have any, and yet be of niceſt honour, conſcien- 
tiouſly juſt and fair in all his dealings. And here 
it is chat men generally betray themſelves, deceiv- 
ing, as the apoſtle ſays, their own hearts; of which 
the inſtances are ſo various, in one degree or other 
. throughout human life, that one might ſafely ſay, 
the bulk of mankind live in ſuch a contradiction 
to themſelves, tha: there is no character ſo. hard 
to be met with as one, which upon a critical ex- 
amination will appear altogether uniform, and in 
* _ ine with , 45 
ot 7 1 L 
If er 6. Waters was as de in 40 | 
different ſtages of a man's life, it would ceaſe to be 
either a matter of wonder or of juſt reproach. 
Age, experience, and much reflection, may natu- 
rally enough be ſuppoſed to alter a man's ſenſe of 
*rhings; and ſo entirely to transform him, that not 
only in outward appearances, but in the very caſt 
- and turn of his mind, he may be as unlike and 
different from the man he was twenty or thirty 
years ago, as he ever was from any thing of his 
own ſpecies. This, I ſay, is naturally to be ac- 
counted for, and in ſome caſes might be praiſe- 
worthy too; but the obſervation is to be made 
of men in the ſame period of their lives, that in 
9 the 
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the fame day, ſometimes in the very ſame action, 
they are utterly inconſiſtent and irreconcileable 
with themſelves. — Look at a man in one light, 

and he ſhall ſeem wiſe, penetrating, diſcreet and 
brave: behold him in another point of view, and 
you ſee a creature all over folly and indiſcretion, 
weak and timorous, as cowardice and indiſcretion 
can make him. A man ſhall appear gentle, cour- 
teous and benevolent to all mankind ; follow him 
into his own houſe, may be you ſee a tyrant, mo- 
roſe and ſavage to all whoſe happineſs depends 
| upon his kindneſs. A third in his general beha- 
viour is found to be generous, diſintereſted, hu- 
mane, and friendly, — hear but the ſad ſtory of the 
friendleſs orphans, too credulouſly truſting all their 
little ſubſtance into his hands, and he ſhall appear 
more ſordid, more. pitileſs and unjuſt, than the 
| injured themſelves have bitterneſs to paint him. 
Another ſhall be charitable to the poor, uncharita- 
ble in his cenſures and opinions of all the reft of 
the world beſides ;—temperate in his appetites, in- 
temperate in his tongue; ſhall have too much 
conſcience! and religion to cheat the man who truſts 
him, and perhaps, as far as the buſineſs of debtor 
and creditor extends, ſhall be juſt and ſcrupulous 
to the uttermoſt mite; yet in matters of full as 
great concern, where he is to have the handling 
of the party's reputation and good name, — the 
deareſt, the tendereſt Fropere the man has, he 


Will 0 
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| will do him irreparable damage, and rob n, 
g N h We ern 

kits this 8 to be that . piece of 
eee and contradiction which the text is 
levelled at, in which the words ſeem ſo pointed. 
s if St. James had known more flagrant inſtances 
of this kind of deluſion, than what had fallen 
under the obſervation of any of the reſt of the 
| apoſtles; he being more remarkably vehement 
n to upon that 8 2 than __ other. 


Doubtleſs Kine of his. converts had been noto- 
riouſly wicked and Heentious in this remorſeleſs 
practice of defamation and evil-ſpeaking. Per- 
| haps the holy man, though ſpotleſs as an angel, 
(for no character is too facred for calumny to 
blacken,) had grievouſly ſuffered himſelf, and as 


| his blefſed maſter foretold him, had been x cruelly 5 


reviled, and evil Holen of. 


All his libre in the goſpel, na unaffe@ted and | 
perpetual ſolicitude for the preſervation of his 
flock, his watchings and faſtings, his poverty, his 
natural ſimplicity and innocence of life, — all per- 
haps were not enough to defend him from this 
unruly weapon, fo full of deadly poiſon, And 


what in*all likelihood might move his ſorrow and 


\ indignation more, ſome who ſeemed the moſt de- 
vout and zealous of all his converts, were the 
| 5 moſt 


SkEHKMOoN M. a 
moſt mercileſs and uncharitable in that reſpect: 
Having a form of e e _ of bitter rl. 
ings ee e - MR 1 
| Wich fuck i it is, that he ch nig fo Nei 
in the third chapter of his epiſtle; and there is 
ſomething in his vivacity, tempered with fuck 
affection, and concern, as well ſuited the character 
of an inſpired man. My brethren, ſays the apoſtle, 
theſe things ought not to be. The wiſdom that is 
from above is pure, peaceable, gentle, full of 
| mercy, without partiality, without hypocrify. 
The wiſdom from above, —that heavenly religion 
Which I have preached to you, is pure, alike, and 
conſiſtent with itſelf in all its parts; like its great 
Author, tis univerſally kind and benevolent in alt . 
caſes and circumſtances. Its firſt glad ridings, | 
| were peace upon earth, good-will towards men; 
its chief corner-ſtone, its moſt diſtinguiſhing cha- 
racter is love, that kind principle which brought 
it down, in the pure exerciſe of which conſiſts the 
chief enjoyment of heaven from whence it came. 
But this practice, my brethren, cometh not from 
above, but it is earthly, Tenfual, deviliſh, full of 
confufion and every evil. work. Reflect then a 
moment; can a fountain ſend forth at the fame 
place, ſweet water and bitter? Can the fig-tree, 
my brethren, bear olive-berries ; or a vine, figs ? 
Lay your hands upon your hearts, and let yout 
conſciences ſpeak, —Ought not the ſame juſt prin- 


Fiple, 
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ciple, which reſtrains you from cruelty and wrong 
in one caſe,” equally to withhold you from it in 
another ?—Should not charity and good-will, like 
the principle of life, circulating through the ſmalleſt 
veſſels in every member, ought it not to operate 
as regularly upon you, — as well on 
ae nen wen n „ 


| 17 4 man is wiſe and. atv wich Ein 
et him ſhew it, out of a good converſation, with 
meekneſs of wiſdom. But —— if any man a- 
mongſt you ſeemeth to be religious ſeemeth | 
to be, for truly religious he cannot-be,—and 
bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own 
"heart, this man's religion is vain. This is the 
full force of St. James's reaſoning ; ; upon which 
h have dwelt the more, it being the foundation, 

| upon which is grounded this clear deciſion of the 
matter left us in the text. In which the apoſtle 
ſeems to have ſet the two characters of a ſaint and 
a ſlanderer at fuch variance, that one would have 
0 thought they could never have had a heart to have 
met together again. But there are no alliances too 
ſtrange for this world. How many may we 
obſerve every day, even of the gentler ſex, as well 
as our own, who without conviction of doing much 
wrong in the midſt of a full career of calumny 
and defamation, riſe up punctually at the ſtated 

hour of prayer, leave the cruel ſtory half untold 

till * R kneel * before the 


| 
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made them like others, and that his Holy Spirit 
had enabled them to perform the duties of the 
m_— in ſo n re be b . manner 
e Of} -$ | e A 
4 This dete itch for Ate too common ii 
- all ranks of people, whether to gratify a little un- 
generous reſentment ;—whether oftener out of a 
principle of levelling, from a narrowneſs and po—-— 
verty of ſoul; ever impatient of merit and ſuperi- 
ority in others; whether a mean ambition or the 
inſatiate luſt of being witty, (a talent in which Ill - 
nature and malice are no ingredients, ) or laſtly, 
whether from a natural cruelty of diſpoſition, 
abſtracted from all views and conſiderations of 
ſelf: to which one, or whether to all jointly, we 
are indebted for this contagious malady, thus 
much is certain, from whatever ſeeds it ſprings, 
the growth and progreſs of it are as deſtructive 
to, as they are unbecoming a civilized people. 
Io paſs a hard and ill- natured reflection, upon an 
undeſigning action; to invent, or which is equally 
bad, to propagate a vexatious report without 
colour and grounds; to plunder an innocent man 
of his character and good name, a jewel which 
perhaps he has ſtarved himſelf to purchaſe, and 
probably would hazard his life to ſecure; to rob 
him at the ſame time of his happineſs and peace 
of mind; perhaps his bread, - the bread, may be, 
* 2 virtuous family : and all this, as Solomon 
 fays 
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Ar ende madman, who caſteth firebrands, ar- 
tos and death, and faith, Am I not in ſport? 
all this out of wantonneſs, and oftener from worſe 
motives; the whole appears ſuch a complication 
of badneſs, as requires no words or warmth of 
pPocriſy, malice, cruelty, and ſelf-love, may have 
been ſaid in one ſhape or other, to have occaſioned 
all the frauds and - miſchiefs that ever happened 
in the world; but the chances againſt a coinci- 


- — Ree =P that 


one would have ſuppoſed the character of -a com- 
mon ſlanderer as rare and difficult a production in 
nature as that of a great genius, which der 

| pon ee I 51 8 5 


But 3 was oh 4 Ala St. James 
5 wrote his epiſtle, we have been very ſucceſsful in 
later days, and have found out the art, by a pro- 
per management of light and ſhade, to compound 
all theſe vices together, ſo as to give body and 
ſttrength to the whole, whilſt no one but a diſcern- 
ing artiſt is able to diſcover the labours that join 
an finiſhing the picture. And indeed, like many 
other bad originals in the world,—it ſtands in heed 
of all the diſguiſe it has. For who could be ena- 
moured of a character, made up of ſo loathſome 
a compound, could they behold it naked, in 
its crooked and deformed ſhape,——vith all its 


what is generally done for the 
more malignant and epidemical caſes of the body, 
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naturd and daskef l il open to pub 


1k view. 


ee e wh it were 10 . thariage 


could do in this malignant caſe of the wind. 


| —that is, —when they are found infeQious,—ta 
write a hiſtory of the diſtemper, - and aſcertain. all 


the ſymptoms of the malady; ſo that every one 


might know, whom he might venture to go near, 
with tolerable: ſafety to himſelf. But alas che 


ſymptoms of this. appear in ſo many ſtrange and 
. contradictory ſhapes, and vary ſo wonderfully with 


the temper and habit of the patient, that they are 


not to be claſſed, —or reduced to, Any one nn 


Ten det are che vehicles | in. ada this 
deadly poiſon is prepared and communicated .t0 
the warld,—and by ſome. artful hands, tis done by 
ſo ſubtle and nice an infuſion, chat it is not to be 
5 en or diſcovered, but by in . 


fin: Citi e ade of 


a a man diſpoſed of by a. ſmile or a ſhrug? —How 
many good and generous actions have been ſunk 


into oblivion by a diſtruſtful look. or ſtampt 


. wich the imputation of proceeding fram bad mo- 


tives, by a myſterious and ee whiſper? 
8 Look 


blic good, in the 


Sz 
3” 
+34 


5 ſmoother weapons cut ſo ſore, —what ſhall we ſay 


| _ 5 5ER Mo N x1.” 
Lock into | companies of - thoſe- whoſe gentle 
natures ſhould difarm them, we ſhall find no 
better account. How large a portion of chaſtity 
is ſent out of the world by diſtant hints, nod- 
ded away, and cruelly winked into ſuſpicion, by 
the envy of thoſe who are paſt all temptation of 
it themſelves ?-—— How often does the reputation 
of a helpleſs creature bleed by a report hich 
the party, who is at the pains to propagate it, be- 
holds with much pity and fellow- feeling, ——that 
ſhe is heartily ſorry for it,. hopes in Gop it is not 
true; however, as Archbiſhop Tillotſon wittily 
obſerves upon it, is reſolved in the mean time to 
give the report her paſs, that at leaſt it may have 
fair play to take its fortune in the world, to be 
believed or not, according to the charity of thoſe, 
into whoſe hands it ſhall happen to fall. 5 


Bo ffruitful is this vice in variety of experiments, 
to ſatiate as well as diſguiſe itſelf. But if theſe 


of open and unbluſhing ſcandal - ſubjected to no 
caution, — tied down to no reſtraints ?—If the one, 
like an arrow ſhot in the dark, does nevertheleſs 
ſo much ſecret miſchief, - this, like the peſtilence, | 
which rageth at -noon-day, ſweeps all before it, 1 
levelling without diſtinction the good and the bad; Fo 
a thouſand fall | beſide it, and ten thouſand on its a 
right hand, they fall--ſo rent and torn in this 
tender part of them, ſo unmercifully butchered, 
l 11 N as 


an ² 2 ˙ẽmuÜ. a . 
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as ſometimes never to recover either the Adds 
Tor the anguiſh of, heart, —which they e e oe- 
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But ite is nothing | ſo bad which will 1 admit 
of ener to be Rück in its defence.” RY 
PITTS ner 0 Hain FO * 

Kull here it hay be aſked, — Whether the incon- 
veniencies and ill effects which the world feels, 
from the licentiouſneſs of this practice are not 
ſufficiently counterbalanced by the real influence 
it has upon mens lives and conduct ?—— That if 
there was no evil-ſpeaking 3 in the world, thouſands 
would be encouraged to do ill, — -and would ruſh 
into many indecorums, like a horſe 1 into the battle, 
—were h ſure to 1 = 1 ql of men. bo 


2 HE: J# bd Nu, PR 
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That if we take a general view of the ie — 
we ſhall find that a great deal of 1 virtue, —at lea 
of the outward appearance of it,—is not ſo much 
from any fixed principle, as the terror of what the 
world will fay,—and the Ii liberty | it will take upon | 
the octalions we ſhall give. e 


* 


That if. we deſcend to particulars, Kanon are 
| every day taking more pains to be well ſpoken of, 


than what would 1 enable chem to olive ſo 
as to o deſerve it. 1 
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That there are many of both ſexes, who can 
f t life well enough, without honour and chaſ- 
tity,—who without reputation, (which is but the 


opinion which the world has of the matter) would 
| hide their heads in ſhame, and ſink down in utter 
deſpair of happineſs.— No doubt the tongue is a 


weapon, which does chaſtiſe many indecorums, 


F Maack the laws of men will not reach, — and keeps 


many in awe whom conſcience will not, —and 


'P "where the caſe is indiſputably flagrant, — the ſpeak- 
ing of it in ſuch words as it deſerves, — ſcarce 
comes within the prohibition.— In many caſes, tis 


hard to ex preſs ourſelves ſo as to fix a den 
betwirt oppoſite charafters,——and ſometimes it 
may bes as much a debt we owe to virtue, and as 
great a. piece of Juſtice to expoſe a vicious cha- 
rakter, and paint it in its proper colours, as it 


is to ſpeak well of the deſerving, and deſcribe his 


ticular virtues. And, indeed, when we inflict 
this Fa upon the bad, merely out of prin- 
eiple, and without indulgence to any private paſ- 


fon of 0 our own, — tis a caſe which happens, lo, ſel- 


dom, that one might venture to except it. 


However to thoſe, who in n chis 3 are 
really concerned for the cauſe of virtue, I cannot 
help recommending what would much more ef- 
fectually ſerve her intereſt and be a ſurer token of 
their zeal and attachment to her: And that is,— 
in 411 ſuch plain 3 where it ſeems to be 
1 duty. 


the reveptich! which vice meets with, —he willh ſes 
the conduct and behaviour of che world towards 


duty, to fix a diſtinction betwint che good and the | 
bad, — to let their actions ſpeak it inſtead ef cheir 


words, or at leaſt to let them both ſpeak one lan- 
guage. We all of us talk ſo loud againſt vicious 
characters, and are ſo-unanimous in our cry againſt 


them - that an unexperieneed man, who only truſted- 


his ears, would imagine the whole world was in an 


vproar about it, and that mankind were all aſſa- 


re ide to kant vice utterly out of the 
ene and let him behold 


it; fo oppoſite to their declarations, —he will find 
m4 he heard, ſo contradicted by what he ſaw, as ta 
leave him in doubt which of his ſenſes he is ta 
truſt,—or in which of the two caſes, mankind were 


really in earneſt, — Was there virtue enough in 
the world to make a general ſtand againſt this 
contradiction, — that is, was every one who. der 


ſerved to be ill ſpoken ol ſure to be ill looked on 


too ; — was it a certain conſequence of the loſs of 
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Was no quality a ſhelter againſt the indeco- 


wa of che other ſex, but was every woman with- 


eur iſtinftion, , who had juſlly forfeited her 
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reputation, ſrom that moment was ſhe ſure to 
_ forfeir N 1 to ROTO arid e 
ai HY we (hs n 35101 52 ä 

Or in a e could | it { be eſtabliſhed as 2: ARE 
in our ceremonial, that wherever characters in 
eicher ſex were become notorious,—it ſhould be 
deemed infamous, either to pay or receive a viſit 
from them, and the door were to be ſhut againſt 
them in all the public places, till they had Woo 
fied the world by giving teſtimony of a better, — 

1 A few ſuch plain'and honeſt maxims faithfully: "Fs 
mn practice, would force us upon ſome degree of 
; reformation. | Till this is done, — it avails little 
that we have no mercy upon them with our 
tongues, ſinee they clcaps een e ee other 
een (224152 e 5 en 
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Weẽ all ery out Wee mots is eat 
| T fear too juſtlyʒ - but we never reflect, what we 
have to thank for it, and hat our open counte- 

5 nance of vice, which gives tlie lye to our private 
1 cenſures of it, is its chief protection and encou- 

ragement. Fo thoſe however, who ſtill believe 
that evil: ſpeaking is ſome terror to evil doers; one 

may anſwer, as a great man has done upon the 
occaſion, —that after all our exhortations againſt it, 
tis not to be feared, but chat there will be evil- 

5 ſpeaking enough leſt in the world to chaſtiſe the 

guilty, and we may ſafely truſt them to an ill- 

natured world, that there will be no failure of juſ- 
> 5 8 tice 


SERMONAIL 67 


tice upon this ſcore.— The paſſions of men are 


pretty ſevere executioners, and to them let us leave 


this ungrateful taſk,—and rather ourſelves endea- 


vour to cultivate that more friendly one, recom- 
mended by the apoſtle, —of letting all bitterneſs, 


and wrath, and clamour, and evil-ſpeaking, be put 


away from us,—of being kind to one another, — 
tender-hearted, forgiving one another, even as 
God for Chriſt's lake forgave us, Amen. 
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vas dead, they faid; Foſeph will peradventure hae 
"OY and will AP Bae us all rhe evil "_ | 


a PHERE 3 of x e | 
I «particular virtues-which ſeem harder to at- 
ral to, or which appear more amiable and engag- 
ing in themſelves, than thoſe of moderation and 
the forgiveneſs of injuries; and when the tempta- 
tions againſt them happen to be heightened by the 
bitterneſs of a provocation on one hand, and the 
fairneſs of an opportunity to retaliate on the other, 
tlie inſtances then are truly great and heroic, The 
words of the text, which are the conſultation of the 


ſons of Jacob amongſt themſelves upon their father 


| Iſrael's death, when, becauſe it was in Joſeph's 
power to revenge the deadly injury they had for- 
merly done him; they concluded in courſe, that it 


* 
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was in his intention, — will lead. us to a beautiful 
example of this kind in the character and behaviour 
of Joſeph conſequent thereupon; and as it ſeems 
a perfect and very engaging pattern of forbearance, 
it may not be improper to make it ſerve for the 
ground - work of a diſcourſe upon that ſubject.— 
The whole tranſaction from the firſt occaſion given 
by J oſeph i in his youth, to this laſt act of remiſſion, 
at the concluſion of his life, may be ſaid to be a 
maſter- piece of hiſtory. There is not only in the 
manner throughout, ſuch a happy though uncom- 
mon mixture of ſimplicity and grandeur, Which is 
a double character ſo hard to be united, that it is 
ſeldom to be mer with in compoſitions merely hu- 
man; but it is likewiſe related with the great- 
eſt variety of tender and affecting circumſtances, 


which would afford matter for reflections uſeful for | 


the conduct of almoſt every part and ſtage of a 
; man's life. — But as the words of the text, as well as 
the intention and compaſs of this diſcourſe, parti - 
cularly confine me to ſpeak only to one point, 
namely the forgiveneſs of injuries, it will be proper 
only to conſider ſuch circumſtances of the ſtory, as 
will place this inſtance of it in its juſt light, and 
then proceed to make a more general uſe of the 
rest example of moderation and nenen, which 
it ſets bens. en 520 as e e env! 
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11 ſeems. 8 at t firſt i fg, PR as the fons 
of n had n into nn power, when they 


Were 
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Ve forte by the ſoreneſs of the famine to go 


down into Egypt to buy corn, and had found him 


too good a man even to expoſtulate with them for 


an injury, which he ſeemed then to have digeſted, 
and piouſly to have reſolved into the over-ruling- 


providence of God, for. the preſervation. of much 


people, how they could ever after queſtion the 
uprightneſs of his intentions, or entertain the leaſt 
ſuſpicion that his reconciliation was diſſembled. 
Would not one have imagined, that the man who. 


had diſcovered ſuch a goodneſs of ſoul, that he 
ſought where to weep, becauſe he could not bear 
che ſtruggles of a counterfeited harſhneſs, could 


never be ſuſpected afterwards of intending a real 
one; and that he only waited till their father Iſrael's 


death to requite them all the evil which they had 


done unto him? What ſtill adds to this difficulty 
ctionate manner in making himſelf 
| known to them; his goodneſs 1 in forbearing not 


1s, that his af 


only to repraach them for the i injury they had for- 


merly done him, but extenuating and excuſing the 


fault to themſelves, his comforting and ſpeaking 
kindly to them, and ſeconding all with the tendereſt 


marks of an undiſguiſed forgiveneſs, in falling upon 


their necks and ding aloud, that all the houſe 
of Pharaoh heard him that moreover this be- 
haviour of Joſeph could not appear to them, to be 
the effect of any warm and ſudden tranſport, which 
might as ſuddenly give way to other reflections, but 
1 . e * from a ſettled principle of 
1 uncommon 
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vuncommom generoſſty in his nature, which was - 


bove the temptation of making uſe of an opportu- 
nity for revenge, which the courſe of God's provi 


dence had put into his hands for better purpoſes z 
and what might till ſeem to confirm this] was the 
evidence of his actions to them afterwards, in bring- 
ing them and all their houſnold up out of Canaan, 
and placing them near him in the land of Goſhen, 


the richeſt part ol Egypt,where they had had ſomany | 
years experience of his love and kindneſs. And 


yet it is plain all this did not clear his motive from 
ſuſpicion, or at leaſt themſelves of ſome apprehen- 
tons of a change in his conduct towards them. 


And was it not that the whole tranſaction was writ- 
ten under the direction of the Spirit of truth, and 


chat other hiſtorians concur in doing juſtice to Jo- 


ſeph's character, and ſpeak of him as a compaſſion- 


date and merciful man; one would be apt, you! will 3 


omitted ſome circumſtances of Joſeph's behaviour, 
which had alarmed his brethren, betwixt the time 


bf his firſt reconciliation and that of their father's 


death. For they could not be ſuſpicious: of his 


fear was. Zut does not a guilty conſcience often 
do fo; and tho” it has the nes „ l 


roner to think ide ls? 


r 


. 
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| Nance, where a kindneſs from. an_injured hand, 
were there was leaſt reaſon to expect one, has ſtruck 


deeper and touched the heart with a degree of re- 


morſe and concern, which perhaps no ſeverity or 


reſentment could have reached. This reflection 


| will in ſome meaſure help to explain this difficulty, 


which occurs in the ſtory. . For it is obſervable, 
that when the i held they had done their brother 


their minds, and moſt likely to have filled them 


with a ſenſe of guilt, we find no acknowledgement 
or complaint to one another of ſuch a load, as one 


might imagine it had laid upon them; and from 


that event, through a long courſe of years, to the 
time they had gone down to Egypt, we read not 
once of any ſorrow or compunction of heart, which 


they had felt during all that time, ſor what they had 

done. They had artfully impoſed upon their p- 
rent and (as men are ingenious. caſuiſts, in their 

| own affaire) they had. probably, as artfully.impo- 
ſed upon their own, conſciences ;—and poſſibly had 


never impartially reflected upon the action, or con- 
ſidered it in its juſt light, till the many acts of their 


|  brother's-love and kindneſs had brought it before 


them, with all the circumſtances of aggravation 


Which his behaviour would naturally give it. 


They then began maturely to conſider what. they 


had done. that they had firſt undeſervedly hated 
him in his childhood for that, which, if it was a 


: ound of com laint, ought rather to have been 
OY p peel 


5 
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charged upon the indiſcretion of the parent n 
conſidered as a fault i in him. That t upon a more 
Juſt examination and a better knowledge of their 
brother, they had wanted even that pretence. lt 
was not a blind partiality which ſeemed firſt to have 


| #4 directed their father's affection to him cho then 
they thought ſo,. for doubtleſs ſo much goodneſs | 


and benevolence as ſhone forth in his nature, now 
_ "that he was a man, could not lay all of it fo deep 
concealed 1 in his youth, bur'the ſagacity of a parent's 


incautiouſſy added envy to their ill-will in report - 
ing his dreams, which preſaged his future greatneſs, 
it was but the indiſcretion of a youth unpractiſed 


in the world, who had not yet found out the art of 
Fs -difſembling his hopes and expectations, and was 
ſcarce arrived at an age to comprehend there was 
ſuch a thing in the world as envy and ambition j_ 


= that if ſuch offences in a brother, ſo fairly carried 
their own excuſes with them, what could they ſay 


for themſelves, when they conſidered it was for 


' this, they had almoſt unanimouſly conſpired to rob 


him of his life, and though they were happily 
reſtrained from ſhedding his blood upon Reuben's 
remonſtrance, that they had nevertheleſs all the guilt 

| of the intention to anſwer for. That whatever mo- 
tive it was which then ſtayed their hands, their con- 

ſciences told them, it could not be a good one, 


© _ 


575 eye would diſcover it, and that in courſe their en- 


5 mity towards him was founded upon that which 
- ought to have won their eſteem. —— That if he had | 
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ſince they had changed the ſentence for one no leſs 
cruel in itſelf, and what to an ingenuous nature was 

worſe than death, 1 be-/old for a ſaue . The one 
was common to all, - the other only to the unfor- 

tunate. That it was not compaſſion which then 

took place, for had there been any way open to 

that, his tears and entreaties muſt have found it, 

- when they ſaw the anguiſh of his ſoul, when he be- 

| ſought and they would not hear. That if aught 

_ ſtill could heighten the remorſe of baniſhing a youth 
without provocation, for ever from his country, and | 
che protection of his parent, to be expoſed naked 8 / 
to the buffetings of the, world, and the rough hand 
0 ſome mercileſs maſter, they would find it in this 

reflection, That the many affliftions and hard- 
| ſhips, which they might naturally have expected 

- would- overtake the lad, conſequent . this ac- 

"ooh had e fallen * him. 


That befides the anguiſh of FORE n vibe 
hiv felt that of a priſon, where he had long lain 
— 4 in a friendleſs condition; and where the 3 
affliction of it was rendered ſtill ſnarper by the daily | 
expectation of being remembred by Pharaoh's chief 
butler, and the diſappointment of finding himſelf 
ungratefully forgotten. And though Moſes tells 
us, that he found favour in the ſight of the keeper 
ol the priſon, yet the Pſalmiſt acquaints us that his 
ſufferings were ſtill grievous; That bis feet were 
Hurt with: Wen and the iron entered even into his 
Nie | | | out. 
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foul. 8 his brethren thought the 
ſenſe of their injury muſt have entered at the ſame 
mnt Ant ann 


* ed eee ede e 


Wi in this manner, and there ſeems no neceſſity of 


ſ tceeking for the reaſon of theiruneaſineſs and diſtruſt 
in Joſeph's conduct, or any other external cauſe, 
ſince the inward workings of their own minds will 
A ſeries of benefits and kindneſſes from a man 
they had injured, gradually heightened the idea 
of their own guilt, till at length they could not 
conceive, how the treſpaſs could be forgiven them 
Ait appeared with ſuch freſh circumſtances of 
-aggravation, that though they were convinced his 
reſentment ſlept, yet they thought it only Nept, 
and was likely ſome time or other to awake, and 
when the conſideration of involving him in his 


| revenge had ceaſed, and all the duty and com- 


| paſſion he owed to the grey hairs and happineſs or 
: — anne UE 


Thistheyexpreſ in the confulaion held amongſt 
themſelves in the words. of the text; and in the 
to him to deprecate the evil they dreaded; and 
either becauſe they thought their father's name 

| | more 


T2 SERMON ä 

moe powerfill thik their own, in this application 
Dor rather, that they might not commir a freſh. 
| Injury, in ſeeming to ſuſpect his ſincerity, they 
pretend their father's direction; for we read they 
ſent meſſengers unto Joſeph, ſaying, Thy father 
did command before he died, —fo ſhall ye fay unto 
Joſeph,—< Forgive, I pray thee now, the treſpaſs 


of thy brethren and their fin ; for they did unto 


thee evil: and how, we pray thee, forgive the 


treſpaſs of the ſervants of the God of thy father.” - 


The addreſs was not without art, and was con- 
_ ceived in ſuch words as ſeemed to ſuggeſt an ar- 
gument in their favour,—as if it would not be- 
come him, who was but a fellow- ſervant of their 
father's God, to harbour revenge, or uſe the power 
their father's God had given him againſt his chil- 
dren. Nor was there a reaſon in any thing, but 
| the fears of a guilty conſcience, to apprehend it, 


met, which was ſuch as beſpoke an uncommon 
goodneſs of nature; for when they thus ſpake 
unto him. che hiſtorian ſays, he wept. Sym- 
pathy, for the ſorrow and diſtreſs of ſo many ſons 
of his father, now all in his power, — pain at ſo 
open and ingenuous a confeſſion of their guilt, 
concern and pity for the long puniſhment they _ 
muſt have endured by ſo ſtubborn a remorſe, which 

ſo many years ſeemed not to have diminiſhed. 
| The affecting idea of their condition, which had 
| ſeemed to reduce them to the neceſſity of holding 
E 5 pion 
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Protector. —ſo many. tender paſſions ſtruggling to- 
gether at once overcame him ;—he burſt into tears, 
which ſpoke what language could not attempt. 
It will be necdlefs therefore to enlarge any further 
upon this incident, which furniſhes. us with fo. 
beautiful a picture of a compaſſionate and forgive- | 
ing temper, that I think no words can heighten 
it hut rather. let us endeavour to find out by 
what helps and reaſoning, the patriarch might be 
ſuppoſed. 10 attain to ſo, exalted and engaging a. 
virtue... Perhaps cu will ſay, ! That one ſo tho- 
roughly convinced, as Joſeph ſeemed. to be, of ts 
 ayer-ruling. providence of God, which ſo evidently 


up their hands for mercy, when they had loſt theic WM 


makes uſe of the malice and paſſions, of men, . 


and turns them as inſtruments in his hands to work 
bis own righteouſneſs, and bring ahout his eternal 


| eee his own hiſtory was ſo plain 


ſtance, could not have far to, ſeek for an ar- 
eyment to forgiveneſs, or. feel, much ſtruggle in 
ſtifling an inclinatign againſt it. But let any 
man tay his hand upon his heart and. A how 
' often, in inſtances where, anger and revenge had. 
ſeized him, has this doctrine come in, to his aidꝰ 
in che bitternefs of an affront, how often has 
it calmed his paſſions, and checked the fury hie | 
entment ?—Trus, and univerſally, believed: as 
the. doctrine is amongſt us, it ſeldom * i 


vice, though ſo well ſuited for it, and like ſome 


wile ſtatute, never executed or thought of, though, 
| . a ; 7 Gt | 5 : | in g 


— 


u fol es i bes as \vnheeded a f ie was ni | 
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where Joſepk ſeems to acknowledge the influence 
it Had upon him in his declaration, ct hu it w 
not they, but Goh who ſent hin.” And ddes not 
this virtue ſhine the brigliteſt in ſüch 4 pious ap- 
plication of the We to: "i: nd ror 4 


e 


5 v les bent fett FR OY? of. ig 2855 | 
bers he miglit be ſüppofect to Have caſt an 
eye upon tlie change and uncertaint of human 
affairs which he had ſeri Hiftiſelf, and which had! 
convinced him we were all in atiorher's: power by 
turns, and ſtand in need of one atiother's Pity and 
compaſſion: and that to reſtrain the'cruelties 
and ſtop the inſblences of mens reſentmentz, Gb: 
nuss ſo ordered it int the courſe of his providence, 
that very often itt this world our revenges return 
upon our heads, and mens violent dealings 5 75 E 
> their own pates. e wn 


: * 2 i 
1 2 * (4 ut 4 
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| And'befides catr coligdertbbtip— dier l. in gene 
rouſly forgiving” att enemy, he was the trueſt friend 
to his on character, and* ſhould gain more to it 
by ſuch an inſtance of ſubduing his ſpirit, than 
if he had taken a city. The brave only know 
bbw to forgive ——it is the moſt tefined and 
75 Ne ͤ; generous 
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generous pitch of virtue, human nature can arrive 
at. Cowards have done good and kind actions, 


\ = cowards have even fought—nay ſometimes even 

_ conquered but a coward never forgave, —It i 8 
not in his nature; the power of doing it flows 
only from a ſtrength and greatneſs of ſoul, con- 
ſcious of its own force and ſecurity, and above the 
little temptations. of reſenting . every. fruitleſs at- 
tempt to interrupt its happineſs. Moreover, let. 


ting aſide all conſiderations. of his character, in 


paſſing by an injury, he was the trueſt friend hon | 

wiſe to his own k:ppineſs and peace of mind; he 

never felt that fretful ſtorm of paſſions, which. 

_ hurry men on to acts of revenge, or ſuffered thoſe 
pangs of horror which purſue it. Thus he might 

| /poſlibly argue, and no farther for want of a 

better foundation and better helps, he could raiſe Z 


the building no higher ;—to carry it upwards to 
its perfection we muſt call in to our aid that more 


ſpititual and refined doctrine introduced upon it 
by Chriſt; namely, to forgive a brother, not only 


to ſeven times, but to ſeventy times feven,- — 
that i * without limitation. 7 | 


C 


ſome one, to appear with a remarkable advantage; 
e That a chriſtian is as much diſpoſed to love and 
ſerve you, when your enemy, as the mere moral 
man can be, when ho is your friend,” This = 


; a a - 
- £7 ; b * * 
. 1 
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no — is the tendency of his religion = but how 


5 often or in what degrees it ſucceeds, how nearly 
the practice keeps pace with the theory, the all- 


wiſe ſearcher into the hearts of men, alone is able 


to determine. But it is to be feared, that fuch 
great effects are not ſo ſenſibly felt, as a ſpecula- 
tive man would expect from ſuch powerful mo- 
tives; and there is many a chriſtian ſociety which 


would be glad to compound amongſt themſelves 


for ſome leſſer degrees of perfection on one hand, 
were they ſure to be exempted on the other, from 
the bad effects of thoſe fretful paſſions which are 
ever taking, as well as ever giving the occaſſons 
of ſtrife; the beginnings of which, Solomon aptly 5 
compares to the letting out of waters, the opening 

a breach which no one can be ſure to ſtop till 1 | 
has proceeded to the moſt fatal events. os . 
With vöter therefore ike the ſon of Sirach 
conclude, concerning pride, that ſecret ſtream, 
which adminiſters to the overflowings of reſent- 
ments, that it was not made for man, nor furious 
anger for him that is born of a woman. That the 
one did not become his ſtation, and that the other 
was deſtructive to all the happineſs he was intended 
to receive from it. How miſerably then muſt 
thoſe men turn tyrants againſt themſelves, as well 
as others, who grow ſplenetie and revengeful not 
only upon the little unavoidable oppoſitions and 
: offences they muſt meet with, in the commerce 


"3 ED, 


/ * 
5 
. 
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TEE 
of dle ond; but upon thaſe hich only reach 
them by report, and accordingly tarment their 
little fouls with meditating how to return the in- 
dne: Whether this cager ſenſibility, of wrongs 
and reſentment ariſes from that general cauſe, to 
Which the ſon of Sirach ſeems to reduce all fierce 
 pnger and paſſion; or whether to a certain ſourneſs 
gf temper, which ſtands in every body's way, and 
therefore ſubject to be often hurt: from which ever 
cauſe the diſorder ſprings, the advice of the author 
of the book of Eccleſiaſticus is proper: « Admo- 
niſh a friend, ſays he, it may be he hath not done 
it; and if he have, that he do it not again. Ad- 
moniſh thy friend, it may be he hath not ſaid it; 
andd if he have, that he ſpeak it not again. There 
is that ſlippeth in his ſpeech, but not from his 
heart: and who is he, who hath not c with 


| 7 Pal eee 


4: cannot. help hu notice here cle | 
ſpecies of forgiveneſs, which is ſeldom enforced | 
or thought of, and yet is no way below our regard: 
I mean the forgiveneſs of thoſe, if we may be 
allowed the expreſſion, whom we have injured 
_ ourſelves. One would think that the difficulty of 
forgiving could only reſt on the fide of him who 
has received the wrong; but the truth of the fac 
z often otherwiſe. The conſciouſneſs of having 
| e another's reſentment, often excites the 


— = 
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5 te to keep before-hand with the man he 
has hurt, and not only to hate him for the evil 
he expetts i in return, but even to purſue him down, 
and put it out of his power to make en | 


The baſeneſs of TER is REY that it is ſuffcient to 
make the ſame obſervation, which was made upon 
the crime of parricide amongſt the Grecians :—it 
was ſo black, their legiſlators did not ſuppoſe 

it could be committed, and oi made no * . 
to puniſh ; it. 
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| porr or SETTING BOUNDS TO OUR 


2 Rios | iv, 13. 


4 84 


0 Ard be "__ unto bim, Say nom unto het Behold, 55 


thou haſt been careful for us with all this care ;— 
bat is to be done for thee *—wouldſt thou be 


ſpoken for to the king, or the captain of the boſt ?— : 


| "OY _ ee be devel] l mine ov 2 


\HE elt part of of the text'is the W which 
the prophet Eliſha puts into the mouth of 
his e Gehazi, as a meſſage of thanks to the 
woman of Shunem for her great kindneſs and hoſ- 


 _pitality, of which, after the acknowledgment of 


his juſt ſenſe, which Gehazi is bid to deliver in the 
words Behold, thou haſt been careful for us 
with all this care; —he directs him to enquire in 
what manner he may beſt make a return in diſ- 
charge of the obligation, © What ſhall be done 
for | thee ? Wouldſt thou be ſpoken for to the 
king, or the captain of the hoſt? The laſt part 
of the text is the Shunamite's anſwer, which im- 
plies a refuſal of the honour or advantage which 

„ Coos > | the - 
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the prophet intended to bring upon her by ſuch an 5 


application, which ſhe indirectly expreſſes in her 


contentment and ſatisfaction, with what ſhe en- 
joyed in her preſence ſtation; © I dwell among mine 


own people.” This inſtance of ſelf-denial in the 


Shunamite, is but properly the introduction to her 
ſtory, and gives riſe to that long and very pathetic 
tranſaction, which follows in the ſupernatural grant 
of a child, which Gop had many years denied her 
the affecting loſs of him as ſoon as he was grown 
up and his reſtoration to life by Eliſha, after he 
had been ſome time dead; the whole of which, 
though extremely intereſting, and forming ſuch 
incidents as would afford ſufficient matter for i in- 
ſtruction, yet as it will not fall within the intention 
of this diſcourſe, 1 ſhall beg leave at this time 


barely to conſider theſe previous circumſtances of : 


it, to which the text confines me; upon which I 
mall enlarge with ſuch reflectic e dee ab. 
5 then proceed to that practical uſe and v0 

which vin naturally Ai, dr i 6 


We find that after Eliſha had reſcued the dit- 
treſſed widow and her two ſons from the hands 
of the creditor, by the miraculous multiplication 
of her oil: that he paſſed on to Shunem, where, 
wee read, was a great woman, and ſhe conſtrained 
him to eat bread ; and ſo it was, that as often as 
be paſſed by, he turned in thither to eat bread. 
| "TORR: Mooring ſpeaks barcly of her temporal 

: canton 
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© condition and ſtation in life—< That ſhe was 4 
great woman,” but deſcribes not the more mate- 
rial part of her, her virtues and charact | 
they were mow: estelendiy webe As from 
the tranſaction itſelf; from which it appears, that 
| the was not only wealthy, but likewiſe charitable, 
and of a very conſiderate turn of mind. For af- 


ter many repeated invitations and entertainment 


et her houſe, finding his occaſions called him to a 
frequent paſſage that way ;—ſhe moves her huſband 
to ſet up and furniſh a lodging for him, with all 
the conveniencies which the ſimplicity of thoſe 
times required: And ſhe faid unto her huſband, 
| Behold, now I perceive that this is an holy man 
of Gov, which paſſeth by us continually ;/ let us 
make him a little chamber I pray thee on the wall, 
and let us ſet for him there a bed, and a table, 
and a ſtool, and a candleſtick; and it ſhall be 
when he cometh to us, that he ſhall turn in thither.“ 
She perceived he was a holy man,—ſhe had had 
many opportunities, as he paſſed by them continu- 
ally, of obſerving his behaviour and deportment, 


which ſhe had carefully remarked, and ſaw plainly 


What he was That the ſanctity and ſimplicity of 
his manners, — the ſeverity of his life, —and zeal 
for the religion of his Gop, and the uncommon 

 feryency of his devotion, when he worſhipped be- 

fore him, which ſeemed his whole buſineſs and 

employment upon earth ;—all beſpoke him not a 

mas of this world, * one whoſe heart and af- 

fections 
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ſections were fixed upon another object, which was 
dearer and more important to him. But as fuch 


outward appearances may and often have been 


counterfeited, ſo that the actions of a man are : 
certainly the only interpreters to be relied on, 
whether ſuch colours are true or falſe=—fo ſhe 


had heard that all was of a piece there, and that 


he was throughout conſiſtent; that he had never in 
any one inſtance of his life, acted as if he had any 
views in the affairs of this world, in which he had 


of his Gop, or the good and preſervation of his 
fellow-creatures at firſt inclined him : that in a 
late inſtance, before he came to Shunem, he had 
done one of the kindeſt and moſt charitable actions 
| that a good man could have done, in aſſiſting the 
| widow and fatherleſs ; and as the fact was fingu- 

lar, and had juſt happened before her knowledge 

of him, no doubt ſhe had heard the ſtory with all 
the tender circumſtances which a true report would | 
give it in his favour, namely, that a certain wo- 


man whoſe huſband was lately dead, and had left 


her with her children ina very helpleſs condition— 
very deſtitute — and what was ſtill worſe, charged 
with a debt ſhe was not able to pay, - that her 
creditor bore exceeding hard upon her, and find- 
ing her little worth in ſubſtance, was going to take 
the advantage which the law allowed of ſeizing her 


two ſons for his bondſmen; ſo that ſhe had not 


only oy her huſband, which had made her miſe- 
rable 
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rable enough already. but was going to be bereaved 
of her children, which were the only comfort and | 
ſupport of her life that upon her coming to 
Eliſha with this ſad ſtory,” he was touched with 
compaſſion for her misfortunes, and had uſed all the 

power and intereſt which he had with his Gop to 
_ relieve and befriend her, which in an ünheard-of 
manner, by the miraculous increaſe of her oil, 
which was the only ſubſtance ſhe had left, he had 
ſo bountifully effected, as not only to diſentangle 
withal, what was ſtill more generous, to enable her 
to live comfortably the remainder of her days. 
She conſidered that charity and compaſſion was ſo 
every other part of a man's character, as to be a 
ſufficient proof by itſelf of the inward diſpoſition | | 
an inſtance of it as this, exerciſed in ſo kind and 
ſeaſonable a manner, was a demonſtration of his, 
ſtances beſpoke, a holy man of Go p. As the 
Shunamite's principle and motive for her hoſpi- 
tality to Eliſha was juſt, as it ſprung from an idea 
of the worth and merit of her gueſt, ſo likewiſe 


Was the manner of doing it kind and conſiderate. 


It is obſervable ſhe does not ſolicit her huſband- 
to aſſign him an apartment in her own houſe, but 
to build him a chamber on the wall apart ;——ſhe 


conlidered, that true piety wanted no witneſſes, 
| and 
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and was always.moſt at b 


that the tumult and diſtraction of 4 large family 


were not fit for the ſilent meditations of ſo holy 


man; who would perpetually there meet with ſome- 


thing either to interrupt his devotion,” or offend 


the purity of his manners; that morebver, 


under ſuch an independent roof; Where he could 
tal ſhelter as often as his oecafions required ſhe! 


thought he might taſte the pleaſure wich was na- 


tural to man; in poſſeſſing ſamething'like: what he 


could. call his own, and what is no ſmalli part of 
donferring a favour, jc would ſcarce feebthe weiglit 
of it, or at leaſt much ſeldomer in this manner, 


than where a daily invitation and repetition of the 


kindneſs perpetually put kim in mind of his obli- 
gation. If any thing could: ſtill» add! to this it 


was that it did not appear to be: the dry offer of a 


faint civility; but that it came directly from che 
| heart, There is a nicery in honeſti minds wich 
will not acbept of a cold: and ſuſpected: offer, 


and: even when it appears to be ſincere and truly 
meant, there. is a modeſty in true merit which 


knows nor how 10 accept- irt and no doubt the” 
þ hn ere: 


in chews Aer e we read; that ſhe r 

him, and in all likelihood forced his e ee 
of ie-with ae me and/friendiy-openitts+ of” 

humane and . | 
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eee ſo much as their intention; and the 


SERMON A. 
It is with benefits es with injuries in this reſpedk, 


that we do not ſo much weigh the accidental good 
or evil they do us, as that which they were de- 


ſigned to do us, That is, we conſider no part 


's behaviour conſequent upon this, ewa 
he beheld it through this medium, or in fome ſuck 


HT — as * have t it. 


There is no burden ſo heavy to a Sault mid, 
as a debt of kindneſs" unpaid ;—and we may 


believe Eliſha felt ir fo, from the earneſt defire 


which he had, upon the immediate receipt of this, 


; to diſcharge himſelf of it, which he expreſſes in 
the text in the warmeſt manner; “ Behold, 
thou haſt been careful for us with all this care: 


What ſhall be done for thee? Wouldſt thou 


be ſpoken for to the king, or the captain of the 
| hoſt?—There is a degree of honeſt impatience in 


the words, ſuch as was natural to a good man, 
who would not be behind-hand with his benefactor. 
— But there is one thing which may ſeem ſtrange 
at firſt ſight, that as her ſtation and condition of 
life was ſuch, that ſhe appeared rather to have 


abounded already than ſtood in want of any thing 


in this world which ſuch an application could ſup- 


 ply,—why the prophet ſhould not rather have 
propoſed: ſome ſpiritual advantage, which, as it 
would better have become the ſanctity of his cha- 


racter on the one hand, ſo, on the other, it would 
e | have 


— 
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2 "ix = Ay that in 2 favours, 
we act differently from what. we do in .conferring. = 

them in the one caſe we ſimply conſider What is 

beſt, —in the other, what i is molt acceptable. The 

reaſon is, that we have a right to act according to 
our own ideas of what will do the party moſt good, 
in the caſe where we beſtow. a favour z. but where 
we return one, we loſe this right, and act according 
to his conceptions, who has obliged us, and en- 
deavour to repay in ſ uch a manner as we think is 
moſt likely to be accepted in diſcharge of the ob- 
| ligation.— 80 that, though we are not to imagine 
Eliſha could be wanting in religious duties, as 
well as wiſhes to ſo hoſpitable a friend, we may 
yet ſuppoſe he was directed here by this principle 5 
of equity. and that in reflecting in what man- 
ner he ſhould requite his benefactreſs, he had con · 
ſidered, that to one of her affluent condition, who 15 
had all the reaſonable comforts of an independent 
| life, — if there was any paſſion yet unſatisfied, it 
muſt certainly. be ambition: that though in gene- 
ral it was an irregular appetite, which in moſt 
caſes twas dangerous to gratify, yet in effect twas 
only ſo far criminal, as the power which is acquired 
was perverted to bad and vicious purpoſes, which 

it was not likely to be here, from the ſpecimen 
mme had 4 h of her diſpoſition, which 


ſhewed 
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mewecl that if” the did wih for an. increaſe. of 


wealth or honour, ſhe wiſhed it only, as it would 


enable her ore generouſly to extend her arm in 
kind offices, and increaſe the POE) as . as DEP 
| oppo rtunities bak: _ 1 8 


In 1 to o Eliſha s motive, which EF hte 
been good, we muſt ſuppoſe he conſidered his 


offer in this light; and what principally led him 


to propoſe it, was che great intereſt which he had 


with the king of Iſrael at that time, which he had 
merited by a ſignal ſervice; and as he had no 


views for himſelf, he thought it could not be em- 
ployed ſo well as in eſtabliſhing the fortune of ono, 
whoſe virtue might be ſo ſafely truſted with it. 


It was a juſtifiable prepoſſeſſion in her favour, 


though one, not always to be relied on; for there 


is many a one who in a moderate ſtation, and with 


a leſſer degree of power, has behaved with honour 


and unblemiſhed reputation, and who has even 


| borne the buffetings of adverſe fortune well, and 
manifeſted great preſence and ſtrength of mind 


under it, whom nevertheleſs a high exaltation has 
at once overcome, and ſo entirely changed, as if 


the party had left not yo” ws os 
nnn 


8 
* 


Whether TO 8 N 3 — 5 
| * experiment of herſelf,.—or, which is 
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more likely, that ſhe had learned to ſet bounds ta 
her deſires, and was too well: ſatisfied | 
preſent condition to be tempted out of it, be 
elines the offer in the cloſe of the text: I dell 
amongſt my own people; as if ſhe had ſaid, « The 
intended kindneſs is far from being ſmall, but it is 
not uſeful to me; I live here, as thou art a wit- 
neſs, in peace, in a contented; obſcurity ;—not ſo 
high as to provoke envy, nor ſo low as to be trod - 
den don and deſpiſed. In this ſafe and middle 
ſtate, as I have lived amongſt my own people, ſor 
let me die out of the reach, both of the cares and 
glories of the world. Tis fit, O holy man of- 
God ! that I learn ſome time or other to ſet bounds 
to my deſires, and if I cannot fix them now, when- 
Lahave already more than my wants require, when; 
ſhall: I-hope to do it Or how ſhould I. expect, 
that even this increaſe of honour or fortune would 
fully ſatisfy and content my ar AI 1 
no- give 0 to it FP noir ating; brad werldro bon 

80 engaging „ af. unafſeted. mo | 
tion and ſelf-denial; deſerves: well to be-confideted; 
by the buſtlers in this world; — becauſe if we are? 
to truſt the face and courſe of things, we ſearce 
ſee any virtue fo hard to be put in practice, and 
which the generality of mankind ſeem ſo unwilling 
to learn, as this of knowing hen they have enqugh, 
and when it is time to give over their: worldly. 
purſuits, — Aye! but nothing is more eaſy, you 

| ST II 
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will ane chan te fx kale Point, and fer! Certzig 
bounds to it. För my own part, you "will 
ſay; Tgedare}t Want the wot" with 66 more, 
but fuck cepetench of thoſe things, ah 

eto the real uſes” abt Sccafiöns of life, 


fuitable to the Way I Rave“ been raughr to ex eck 


from uſe and cdücation, But retollect How V fel-- 
dom it ev Happen, wle cheſt points Ale P: 
cured, biit that new betafions' and new meet 
preſeht thefnſdlts, ab every "thy "us vol grow 
richer; Treſh"Winhts' are Hſcovered, which riſe 'up 


beſo po, 8 Jeu Mend" che Hilf; (6'that every 
mat takes every acd&licn to your fortu ortune, 


ſet your defires one" degtec further from” reſt and? 


SER dukhiat ſorttethirg You! Have oP yet 


graſped, and pofibly never mall; that devit | 
of 4 phantom unpoſſeſſed and ulipoſſethbſe' 18 Per. 


petually haunting you, and ſtepping in“ betwixt 


you and your contentment. U nhappy creature r 
to tlünk of enjoying that bleſſing without" mo, 
ratioſ !=or imagine that ſo ſacred a temple can 
be raiſet] upon the foundation of wealth or power 


Alf che ground-work is not laid within your own. 
- mind; they will as ſoon add a cubit to your ſtature, 
as to 'your happineſs. —To be convinced i it is 10,.— 


pray 160K Up Us thoſe Who have got as high a 3 


_ their warmeſt Willies could carry them in” this 
aſcent, do 50. ! obſerve they live the better, the 
longer, pode nailer or that they ſleep the ſounder 


, for having twice as much as they 
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| wanted, or well know how to diſpoſe of ?—Ofall 
rules for calculating happineſs, this is the moſt _ 
deceitful; and which but few (weak minds) and thoſe 
unpractiſed i in the world too, ever think of apply- 
ing as the meaſure in ſuch an eſtimation. Great, 
and inexpreſſible may be the happineſs, which a 
moderate fortune. and moderate defires with a con- 
ſciouſneſs of virtue will ſecure. Many are the 
| filent pleaſures of the honeſt peaſant, Who be: 
| chearful to his labour ;j— —why ſhould they not ?— 
Look 5 into his ouſe, , the ſcat of each man's hap- 
 pineſs; has he not dhe ſame. domeſtic endear- 
ments, the fame j joy and comfort i in his chil- 
drxen, and as flattering hopes of their doing well, 
to enliyen his hours and glad his heart, as you 
could conceive in the higheſt ſtation ? And I 
make no doubt in general, but if the true ſtate 
of his joy and ſufferings, could be fairly balanced 
with thoſe of his betters, whether any thing would 
appear at the foot of- the account; but what would. 
recommend the moral. of this diſcourſe. — This, 
I own, is not to be attained to, by the .cynical 
ſtale trick of haranguing againſt the goods of 
fortüne —they were never intended to be talked. 
out of the world. But as virtue and true wiſdom 5 
lie in the middle of extremes, on one hand, not 7 
to neglect and deſpiſe riches, ſo as to forget our-- 25 
| ſelves, and on the other, not to purſue and lore 
them ſo as to forget Gop ; to have them ſome - 
times in our heads - but always, ſomething more 
| important in our — : 
SERMON | 
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1 8 a 0 but an affeQtionate dh of | 
1 the prophet's, laid againſt the Iſraelites, be 
| n may ſafely be applied to every heedleſs, and | 
unthankful people, who are neither won by God's 
mercies, or terrified by his puniſhments. —There' 

is a giddy, thoughtleſs, intemperate ſpirit gone 
forth into the world, which poſſeſſes the generality 

of mankind, — and the reaſon the world is undone, 

1s, becauſe the world does not conſider, — conſiders 
neither the aweful regard to God, or the true rela- 

tion themſelves bear to him. Could they conſider 

this, and learn to weigh the cauſes, and compare 

the conſequences of things, and to exerciſe the rea- 
ſon, which God has put into us for the govern- 
ment and direction of our lives, there would be 
ſome hopes of a re formation: but as the world 
goes, there is no leiſure for ſuch enquiries, and ſo 

0 4. : full 
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full are our minds of other matters, that we have 

not time to aſk, or a heart to anſwer the on 

we ought.to put to ourſelves, 
r 0 

| Whatever our condition is, tis good to be ac- 

| quainted with it in time, to be able to ſupply what 

is wanting. — and examine the ſtate of our accounts, 

before we come to giye them up to an Impartiat 


POW 


1 5 10 6 ce 15 1 

| e being few, I believe, either ſo thought- 
leſs, or even fo bad, but that they ſometimes enter 
upon. this duty, and have ſome ſhort intervals of 
ſelf-examination, which they are forced upan, if 
from no other motive, yet at-leaſt to free them. 
ſelves from the load and oppreſſion of ſpirits, they 
mut neceſſarily be ſubject to without it. But 
the ſcripture e er du obſer- 


cannot make the remainder of this dicourk n more. 
uſeful, than. by a ſhort enquiry into them. I ſhall 
therefore, firſt beg leave to remind you of ſome: of 
the many unhappy ways, by which we often ſet 
about this irkſome taſk of examining our works, 
without being. apices _ a nein, oa oe: 
eee, vil TEL 3 Te - NAP 
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8 E RMON XIV. 1099 
5 ln firſt then let us begin with that whicki is the 
; unde of almoſt all the other falſe meaſures we 
take in this matter, — that is, the ſetting about 
the- examination of our works; before we fre pre- | 
pared with honeſt diſpoſitions to mend them,— 


This is beginning the work at the wrong end. 


Theſe previous diſpoſitions" in the heart, are the 
wheels that ſhould make this work go eaſily and 
ſucceſsfully forwards, and to take them off, and 
proceed without them, tis no miracle, if, like Pha- 
raoh's-chariots, pe. that drive aro Wrath them 
: — w_ e 

ente if a man is not iinietly inclined t to re- 
form his faults, —'tis not likely he ſhould be ineli- 
ned to fee them, — nor will all the weekly prepara- 
tions that ever were wrote, bring him nearer the 
Point; —ſo that with how ſerious a face foever 
he begins to examine, — Che no longer does the 
office of an enquirer, but an apologiſt, -whoſe bu- 
fineſs is not to ſearch for truth but ſkilfully to 
hilde it. 80 long therefore, as this Pretengage- 

ment laſts betwixt the man and his old habits, 
there is little proſpect of proving his works to any 
good purpoſe—of whatever kind they are, with ſo 
ſtrong an intereſt and power on their ſide. As in 
other trials, ſo in this, tis no wonder, if the evi- 


dence is puzzled and confounded, and the ſeveral 


facts and circumſtances ſo twiſted front their natu- 
= — and the whole proof ſo altered and con- 
. VV 
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ö other ſide,. as to lens the laſt 
Mute of that man oven works chan-che feſt. 


A 83 ns chough een e 
* great duty- of proving our works, —is that 
which the apoſtle hints at; in che doing it, not by 
a direct examination of our own actions, but from 
2 comparative view of them with the lives a Was 
tions eee e ee 

e a man is going t to enter upon this work. 
* ſelf· earnination, there is nothing ſo com- 


mon, as to ſee him —look round him —inſtead of 


looking within him. He looks round, — finds out 
. fore one, who is more malicious, — ſees another 
that is more covetous, a third that is more proud 
and imperious than himſelf ——and ſo indirectiy 
forms a judgment of himſelf, not from a review 
of his life, and a proving. of his own works, as the 


apoſtle directs him, but rather from proving the b 


works of others, and from their infirmities and de- 


fects drawing a deceitful concluſion in favour of 
himſelf. In all competitions of this kind one 
may venture to ſay there will be ever ſo much of 
ſelf- love in a man, as to draw a flattering likeneſs. 


ol one of the parties and tis well if he has. 


not ſo much malignity too, as to give but a coarſe 
picture of the other, — finiſhed with ſo many hard 
ſtrokes, as to make the one as unlike 1 its een as 
the other. 
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+» | Thus the phariſee, when he entered the temple, 


o ſooner ſaw the publican, but that moment 


he formed the idea to himſelf of all the vices and 
corruptions that could poſſibly enter into the man's 
charafter——anll with great dexterity ſtated all his 
own virtues and good qualities over againſt them. ' 
His abſtinence and frequent faſting, —exaQneſs i in 
the debts and ceremonies of the law; not balanc- 
ing the accounts as he ought to have done, in this 
manner: What! though this man is a publican 
and a ſinner, have not I my vices as well as he? 
Tis true, his particular office expoſes him to many 
temptations of committing extortion and injuſtice; 
but then am not I a devourer of widows houſes, 
and guilty of one of the moſt cruel inſtances of the 
fame crime? He poſſibly is a profane perſon, and 
may ſet religion at nought;—but do not I myſelf 
for a pretence make long prayers, and bring the 
greateſt of all ſcandals upon religion, by making it 
a cloak to my amhitious and yorldly views ?—If 
he, laſtly, is debauched and intemperate,—am not 
I conſcious of as corrupt and wanton diſpoſitions; 
and that a fair and guarded outſide is mw beſt uo 
tence to the e character 0 | 


172 a man will examine his whiths by a compara- 
tive view of them with others this, no doubt, 
vuVould be the fairer way, and leaſt likely to miſlead 
him.— But as this is ſeldom the method this trial 
2 . through, —in fact it generally turns out to 

be 
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be as treacherous and deluſive to the man himſelf, | 
as it is uncandid to the man, who is dragged 
the compariſon; and whoever judges of himſelf by 
ja ta gu there is no ſcarcity of vicious 
rs. in n Flap: dect nn. to be feared, he will 


where in ruth he ought ale e to 1 Ty 
zi 15 5 „ ; | - 92 . Ter 
ww dire error in che manner — 8 our 
b is that we are guilty of, when ve leave but 
of the calculation the only material parts of them; 
I mean, the motives and firſt principles Gun 
whence they proceeded. There is many a fair in- 
ſtance of generoſity, chaſtity, and ſelf-denial, which 
the world may give a man the credit of. —which | 
if he would give himſelf the leiſure to reflect upon 
and trace back to their firſt ſprings, he would be 
cConſcious, proceeded from ſuch views and intenti- 
| ons, as if known would not be to his honour.— The 
truth of this may be made evident by a thouſand: 
inſtances in life: and yet there is nothing more 
uſual than for a man when he is going upon this 
duty of ſelf- examination, — inſtead of calling his 
own ways to remembrance, —to cloſe the whole 
enquiry at once, with this challenge; hat 
be defies the world to ſay ill of bim. It the world 
has no expreſs evidence, this indeed may be an ar- 
gument of his good luck; but no ſatisfactory one, 
af the real goodneſs and innocence of his life.—A 
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AIG may be a very bad man, — and yet through 
caution, chrough deep - laid policy and deſign 
may ſo guard all outward appearances, as never to 
want this negative teſtimony on his ſide; that the 
evorld knotus no evil of him, how little ſoever he 
deſerves it. Of all aſſays upon a man's ſelf, this 
may be ſaid to be the lighteſt; this method of 
proving the goodneſs of our works—differing but 
little in kind from that unhappy one, which many 
unwary people take in proving the goodneſs of their 
coin, who, if it happens to be ſuſpiciou 3,—inſtead 
of bringing it either to the balance or the touch- 
| ſtone to try its worth, — they ignorantly go forth; 
try, if they can paſs it upon the world: — if fo, all 
is well, and they are ſaved all the expence and pains 

os een after and feng the MR | 
| = fourth error in | his au of 0 examination of 
men's works is that of committing the taſk to 
others an error into which thouſands of well 
meaning creatures are inſnared in the Romiſh- 
church, by her doctrines of auricular confeſſion, of 
works of ſupererogation, and the many lucrative 
practices raiſed upon that capital ſtock. The trade 
of which is carried to ſuch a height in popiſh coun- 
tries, that if you was at Rome or Naples now, and 
was diſpoſed, in compliance with the apoſtle's ex- 
hortation in the text, to ſet about this duty, to 
prove your own works, — tis great odds whether ; 
7 would be ſuffered to _ it yourſelf, without in- 
NY terruption; | 
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terruption; and you might be ſaid to have eſcaped 
well, if the firſt perſon you conſulted upon it did not 
talk you out of your reſolution, and poſſibly your 
ſenſes too at the ſame time. Prove your works? 
——for Heaven's fake, deſiſt from ſo raſh an un- 

| dertaking. What! truſt your own ſkill and judg- 

| mient in a matter of ſo much difficulty and impor- 

| | | ,_ tance, hen there are ſo many whoſe buſi- 


_ neſs it is, — who underſtand it ſo well, and who can 
do it * you with 111 mb oo and „ 


1 1 W 0 be W . 
| viſed by all means to ſend them to undergo: this 
= : operation with ſome one who knows what he is a- 
| bout, either ſome expert or noted confeſſor of the 
church, - or to ſome convent, or religious ſociety, 
who are in poſſeſſion of a large ſtock of good works 
of all kinds, wrought up by ſaints and conſeſſors, 
where you may ſuit yourſelf—and either get the. 
defects of your own fupphed,—or be dd: 85 
ted with new ones ready proved to your hands, ſeal- 
ed, and certified to be ſo, by the Pope's commiſſary 
WM and the notaries of his eccleſiaſtical court, — There 
| needs little more to lay open this fatal error, than 
1 barely to repreſent it. So I ſhall only add a ſhort 
remark,— that they who are perſuaded to he thus | 
virtuous by proxy, and will prove the goodneſs of 
| their works only by deputies, —will have no reaſon. 
1111 to complain againſt God's juſtice, — if he ſuffers; 
| them to go to heaven, only in the fame manner, - 
that ere deputies too. 


The laſt miſtake which I ſhall have time tomen- 
tion, is that which the Methodiſts have revived; ſor 
tis no new error but one which has mifled thou- 
ſands before theſe days, wherever enthuſſafm had 
got footing ——and that 1 is, ——the attempting 
to prove their works, by that very argument which 
is the greateſt proof of their weakneſs and ſuper- 
ſtition: I mean that extraordinary impulſe and in- 
tercourſe with the Spirit of Gop which they pre- 
render at once all other proofs of their works need- 
leſs to themſelves. This, I own, is one of the moſt 
ſummary ways of proceeding in this duty of ſelf- 
examination, and as it proves a man's works in the 
5 groſs, it ſaves him a world of ſober teh mans 
nig alter nen vexatious e ee 
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„ if he 1 were eb e e 
is direct. For when a man dreams of theſe inward 
workings. and wakes with the impreſſion of them 
ſtrong upon his brain; tis not ſtrange, he ſhould 
think himſelf a choſen veſſel, —ſanCtified within 
and ſealed up unto the perfect day of redemption; 
and ſo long as ſuch a one is led captive. by this er- 
_ ror,—there is nothing in nature to induce him to this 
duty of examining his own works in the ſenſe of: i 
the prophet: for however bad they are, —ſo 

long as his credulity and enthuſiaſm equal them, 
tis impoſſible they ſhould diſturb his conſcience 
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or frighten him into 'a reformation. Tlieſe are 
thads this work is ſet about, — which in a great 


meaſure rob us of the a expected - and 
ſometimes, ſo entirely blaſt them, that we are nei- 
ther the 9 or wiſer Non all tags we have 
5 . «oy $55 Ove. A 2 F 2; 
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jt 5 are 1 5 © Gifts + falſe Nojia which lead us 


0 the ſame way, but the delineation of /theſ&how= 


ever may ſerve at preſet, not only i as ſo many land- 
marks to guard us from this dangerous coaſt which 


J have deſcribed, but to direct us likewiſe into that 


ſafe one, were we can only expect the reward the 


goſpel promiſes. For if according to che firſt re- 


cited cauſes; a man fails in examining his works 
from a diſinclination to reform them, from parti- 
ality of compariſons, —from flattery to his own 
motives, and a vain dependance upon the opinion 


5 of the world, the concluſion is unavoidable,. t 


he muſt ſearch for the qualities the moſt oppoſite” 


- toi theſe for his conductors.—Andl if he hopes to 
diſcharge this work ſo as to have advantage from 
it. that he muſt ſet out upon the principles of an 
honeſt head, e to Os itte ang! atached. 


ritual nc of dene or the miſguided opini ; 


ons s which the world may have of bim. 
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That for this end,—he muſt call his own ways to 
' remembrance, and ſearch out his ſpirit, —ſearch his 
actions with the ſame critical exactneſs and ſame | 
piercing curioſity, we are wont to ſit in judgment 
upon others; varniſhing nothing and diſ- 
guiſing nothing. If he proceeds thus, and in every 
relation of life takes a full view of himſelf without 
prejudice - — traces his actions to their principles 
without mercy, and looks into the dark corners and 
receſſes of his heart without fear - and upon ſuch 
an enquiry he acts conſiſtent with his view in 
it, by reforming his errors, ſeparating the droſs and 
purifying the whole maſs with repentance; this 
will bid fair for examining a man's works in 
the apoſtle's ſenſe :—and whoever diſcharges the 
duty thus—with a view to ſcripture, which is the 
rule in this caſe——and to reaſon, which is the ap- 
pulier of this rule in all caſes——need not fear but 
he will have what the prophet calls rejoicing in bim- 
ſelf, and that he will lay the foundation of his peace 
and comfort where it ought to lay——that is, wich- 
in himſelf—in the teſtimony of a good conſcience, 
and the joyful expectation that, having done his 
utmoſt to examine his own works here, God will 
accept them hereafter through the merits of Chriſt; ; 
which Gop grant. Amen, 
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b. i. 10. 1 
22 — a we receive 46d at the ba 1 
" and fon we not ende evil alſo a e 
{x4 -i> N. 
* HESE are ths i” & b Job; uttere in the 
depth of his misfortunes, by way of re- 
. to his wife, for the counſel we find ſhe had 
given him in the foregoing verſe ; namely, not to 
retain his integrity any longer, but to curſe 
| God and die. Tho' it is not very evident, what 
was particularly meant and implied in the words 
—— Curſe Gop and die,” yet it is certain 
from Job's reply to them, that they directed him 
to ſome ſtep, which was raſh and unwarrantable, 
and probably, as it is generally explained, meant 
that he ſhould openly call God's juſtice to an ac- 
count, and by a blaſphemous accuſation of ity} - 
+ provoke'Gop to deſtroy his being: as if ſhe had 
ſaid,— After ſo many fad things which have be- 
fallen On” e thy integrity, what 
P . 2 
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gaineſt thou by ſerving Gov, ſeeing he bears thus 
hard upon thee, as though thou waſt his enemy? 


— Ovught ſo faithful a ſervant as thou haſt been, 
to receive ſo much unkind treatment at his hands; 


and tamely to ſubmit to it? - patiently to ſuſtain 


the evils he has brought upon thy houſe, and nei- 
cher murmur with thy lips nor charge him with 


injuſtice ? — bear it not thus; and as thy piety - 


could not at firſt protect thee from fuch misfor- 
tunes, — nor thy behaviour under them could ſince 


move God to take pity on thee; - change thy 
conduct towards him; — boldly expoſtulate with 
him, —upbraid him openly with unkindneſs; — 


call his juſtice and providence to an account for 


oppreſſing thee in ſo undeſerved a manner, and 


get that benefit by provoking him, which thou | 
haſt not been able to obtain by ſerving /him—to 
die at once by his hands, and be freed, ar leaſt, | 


from the greater miſery Fan mare | 


en thath, 


On the other. 3 ape interpreters 7 us. — 


 thatithe word curſe, . in the original, 18 8 


and does more literally ſignify here, to bleſs than 


5 to blaſpheme, and conſequently that the whole is 


rather to be conſidered as a ſarcaſtical ſcoff at Jab's 
piety.—As if it had been ſaid Go to, — bleſs 
God, and die ſince thou art ſo ready to praiſe 


0 ip, troubles. as thou eee 


; -_-_ 
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own way, and ſee how God will reward thee, "y 
neee which thou ent nor avoid. 


- Withourdifpining chi en of theſe two inter- 
pretations, it may not ſeem an improbable con- 


jecture, char the words imply ſomething ſtill | dif- 
| ferent from what is expreſſed in either of them, 


—— and inſtead of ſuppoſing them as an incite- 


ment to blaſpheme God, which was madneſs— 
or chat n ep as = inſult, which 
| * was meant here, 'that he ſhould decem 


a voluntary death himſelf, which was an act not 


only in his own power, but what carried ſome ap- 


leaſt at firſt ſight, ſome reſpite from pain, as it 


e ee eee 
tunes together. . 


| One may en has with all the concern 
and affection which was natural, ſhe beheld her 
lord affficted both with poverty and fickneſs j— 


by one ſudden blow brought down from his palace 
to the dunghill. In one mournful day ſhe ſaw, 
chat not only the fortunes of his houſe were blaſted, 
but likewiſe the hopes of his poſterity cut off ſor 
ever by the untimely loſs of his children. — She 


knew he was a virtuous and an upright man, and 


deſerved a better fate; — her heart bled the more 
87 n the proſpect before him was 
e V 5  Arcadful, 


xe may ſuppoſe her ſpirits ſinkiy 


which, could. is the fad! ſituation of his affairs, 
that death, the laſt — the ſureſt friend to the 
unſorcunater could: only: ſet him free i and that 
it was better to reſolye upon that at once, than 
: vainly (endeavour. to wade through ſuch a ſcene of 
troubles, which in the end would overwhelm him. 
1 ader thole. 
apprehenſions, hen ſhe began to look upon his 
conſtancy as a fruitleſs virtue, a and: ſrom that per- 
5 ſgaſion to have ſaid unto him, Curſe God, de- 
| hend no longer upon him, nor wait the iſſues of 
| his p providence which has already forſaken-thee : 
there is no help from that quarter, — re- 
ſolve 60 extricate thyſelf; and ſince chou haſt 
met with no juſtice in this world, leave it, — die, 
and force thy paſſage into a better country, 


where misfortunes cannot follow the: 


«Whether! this paraphraſe upon the words is juſt, 
or the former interpretations be admitted. the 

2 1 in the text is equally proper; — What! 
wall. we receive good at the hands of God, and 
ſhall we not receive evil alſo? Are not both alike 
the diſpenſations of an all- wiſe and good Being, 
who knows and determines What is bet? and 
wherefore ſhould: I make myſelf the judge, 10 
receive the one, and yet be ſo partial as to reject 
the other, when by fairly putting both into che 
ſeal, ; 4; may be convinced how much the good 
outweighs 


Rs 3 
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| outweighs the evil in all caſes? in my own, mw | 
ſider how firong. this e is againſt me. 


* * 
2 


In the, jms of my So haves did Gill 
crown me with honour! In how remarkable a 
manner did his providence ſet a hedge about me, 
and about all that I had on every ſide l how he 
| proſpered the works of my hands, ſo that our ſub- 
ſtance and Nane, increaſed . n * , 


" now, e 55 3 beſt 3 — 2 
infinite wiſdom, he has thought fit to try me with 
_ affliftions, — ſhall I rebel againſt him in ſinning 
with my lips, and charging him fooliſhly — 
God forbid !——O rather may I look up towards 
that hand which has bruiſed me,—for he. maketh 
| fore and he bindeth up, — he woundeth and his 
hands make whole, From his bounty only has 
iſſued all I had; — from his wiſdom— all I have 
loſt; for he 3 4 and he esd taken : * 
bleſſed be his name. 


3 There are hor fn xr 1 virtue more 
engaging than thoſe of this heroic caſt; and if we 
may take the teſtimony of a heathen philoſopher 
upon it, there is not an object in this world which 
God can be ſuppoſed to look down upon with 
greater pleaſure, than that of a good man involved 
in misfortunes, ſurrounded on all ſides with diffi- 
2 cultie —yet. *hearfully bearing up his head, and 
1828 3 ſtruggling 
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firuggſing againſt chem with firmneſs and conffaney 
of mind.—Certainly to our conceptions ſuch ob- 
zee muſt be truly engaging n and the reaſon of 
an encomium from this hand, is eaſily 
to be gueſſed : no doubt the wiſeſt of the heathen 
philoſophers had found from obſervation upon 


. the life of man, that the many troubles and infir- 


mities of his nature, the fickneſſes, diſappoint- 
ments, ſorrows for the loſs of children or property, 

with the numberleſs other calamities and croſs ac- 
eidents, to Which the life of man is ſubject, were 
in themſelves ſo grear;—and fo little ſolid com- 
fort to be adminiſtered from the mere refinements _ 
of philoſophy in ſuch emergencies, that there was 
no virtue which required greater efforts, or which 
was found ſo difficult to be atchieved upon moral 
Principles; — upon moral principles—which had 
no foundation to ſuſtain this great weight, which 
_ the infirmities of our nature laid upon it. And 
for this reaſon tis obſervable, that there is no ſub- 


ject upon which the moral writers of antiquity | Z 


have exhauſted ſo much of their eloquence, or 

where they have ſpent ſuch time and pains, as in 
this of endeavouring to reconcile. men to =o 
evils. Inſomuch, that from thence, in moſt mo- 
dern languages, the patient enduring of affliction 


| has by degrees obtained the name of Philofophy, 


and almoſt monopolized the word to itfelf, as if 


it was the chief end or compendium of all the 
1 | * : ET deed 
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deed, conſidering what lights they had, ſome o 
| them wrote extremely well; yet as what they ſaid 
_ proceeded more from the head than the heart, 


twas generally more calculated to filence a man 


in his troubles, than to convince, I” 
how to bear them. And therefore, how ſubtle and 
| ingenious their arguments might appear in the 
reading, tis to be feared they loſt much of their 


efficacy, when tried in the application. If a man 
-was thruſt back in the: world by difappoimtments, 


or—as was Job's caſe — had ſuffered a fudden 


change in his fortunes, from an aſtvent condicien © 


was brought down by a train of cruel accidents, 
would tell him that the ſame greatneſs and ſtrength 
of mind, which enabled him to behave well in 


the days of his proſperity, ſhould equally enable 
him to behave well in the days of his adverſity; | 


—that it was the property of only weak and baſe 
ſpirits, who were inſolent in the one, to be de- 
jected and overthrown by the other; whereas great 
and generous ſouls were at all times calm and 


equal. As they enjoyed the advantages of life with 

indifference, - they were able to reſign them with 
| the fame temper, and conſequently—were out of 

the reach of fortune. All which, however fine, 
and likely to ſatisfy the fancy of a man at eaſe, 
could convey but little conſolation to a heart al- 
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ceived how an unfortunate” creature ſhould: any 


more receive relief from ſuch a lecture, 


jut, than a man racked with a6 e eee 
gout or ſtone, could be ſuppoſed to be ſet free 


from torture, by hearing from his phyſician a nice 
diſſertation upon his caſe, The philoſophic con- 


ſolations in fickneſs, or in afflictions for the death 
of friends and kindred, were juſt as efficacious ;— 
and were rather in general to be conſidered as good 
ſayings than good remedies. — So that, if a man 
was bereaved of a promiſing child, in whom all 


his hopes and expectations centered, or a wife 
was left deſtitute to mourn the loſs and protection 


of a kind and tender huſband, Seneca or Epictetes 
would tell the penſive parent and diſconſolate wi- 
dow, — that tears and lamentation for the dead were 
fruitleſs and abſurd ;—that to die, was the neceſſary 
and unavoidable debt of nature; — and as it could 
admit of no remedy, —'twas impious and fooliſh 
to grieve and fret themſelves upon it. Upon ſuch 
ſage counſel, as well as many other leſſons of the 
ſame ſtamp, the ſame reflection might be applied, 
which is ſaid to have been made by one of the 


Roman emperors, to one who adminiſtered the 


ſame conſolations to him on a like occafion,—to 
whom, adviſing him to be comforted, and make 
himſelf eaſy, ſince the event had been brought 


about by a fatality, and could not be helped, — he 


replied, “ That this was fo far from leſſening 
| his * — that it was dhe very circumſtance 


which 


8 FEB S. [If 8 8 F 4 


8 E RM ON e 7 


d 1 400 det deen bete 
when the true value of theſe, and many more of 


their current arguments have been weighed and 
brought to the teſt,.— one is led to doubt, whet! 


de greateſt part of their heroes, the moſt renown- | 


good nerves and ſpirits, or the natural happy frame 


2 their tempers, for behaving well, than to any 


extraordinary helps which they could be ſuppoſed 
to receive from their inſtructors. And therefore! 


mould make no ſeruple to aſſert, that one ſuch 
Inſtance of patience and reſignation as this, which 
the ſcripture gives us in the perſon of Job, not of 
one moſt pompoully declaiming upon the con- 


tempt of pain and poverty, but of a man ſunk in 


the loweſt condition of humanity, to behold him 
when tripped of hiseſtate, — his wealth, his friends, 
his children - chearfully holding up his head, and 
entertaining his hard fortune with firmneſs and 
ſerenity ; and this, not from a ſtoical ſtupidity, 
but a juſt ſenſe of God's providence, and a per- 


ſuaſion of his juſtneſs and goodneſs in all his deal- 
ings.-——Such an example, I ſay, as this, is of 


more univerſal uſe, ſpeaks truer to the heart, than 


all the heroic precepts, which the me of _ 
e has to offer. Nur 


This n me to the EL I aim at in a this dif- 
courſe; — namely, that there are no principles but 


thoſe of * to be depended on in caſes of 
* > | real 


mhe worſt emergencies ; and to bear us up under 


f 
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real diftrefs, and that theſe are able to encounter 


EE 
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of religion has, and how wonderfully it is condu- 
cive to this end. That there is a God, a powerful, 


2 wiſe and good being, who firſt made the world 


and continues to govern it; by whoſe goodneſs all 
things are deſigned, and by whoſe providence all 
' things are conducted to bring about the greateſt 
and beſt ends. The ſorrowful and penſive wretch 
that was giving way to his misfortunes, and mourn- 


fully finking under them, the moment this doc- 


trine comes in to his aid, huſhes all his complaints, 


— and thus ſpeaks comfort to his ſoul ; — It is 
the Lord, let him do what ſeemeth to him good, 


. fal'me,—without his permiſſion that no power can 


hurt me. It is impoſſible a Being ſo wiſe ſhould 


+ miſtake my happineſs—or that a Being fo good 
Hould contradict it. If he has denied me riches 


or other advantages — perhaps he foreſees the gra- 
tifying my wiſhes would undo me, and by my own 
abuſe of them be perverted to my ruin. — If he 


has denied me the requeſt of children, —or in his 


providence has thought fit to take them from me 
how can I ſay— whether he has not dealt kindly 


e me, and caly.caken that e which be . 


ſlaw 
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ſaw would irnbitter and horten my days. It does 
0 6 to RGA: where the diſobedience of a thank= 
leſs child has brought down the parents grey hairs 
with forrow to the grave. Has he viſited me with 


| ſickneſs, poverty, or other diſappointments ?=cat 


I ſay, but theſe are bleſſings in diſguiſe ?—-ſo many 
different expreſſions of his care and concern to 
difentangle my thoughts from this world, and fix 
them upon another, — another, a better world be- 
yond this “This thought opens a new ſcene of 
hope and conſolation to the unfortunate z—and as 
the perſuaſion of a Providence reconciles him to 
the evils he has ſuffered, this proſpect of a future 
life gives him ſtrength to deſpiſe them, and eſteem 
the light afflictions of this life as they are — not 
worthy to be compared to what 1 is reſerved for him 
hereafcer: 1 


Things are great or ſmall by compariſon 
and he who looks no farther than this world, and 
balances the accounts of his joys and ſufferings 
from that conſideration, finds all his ſorrows en- 
larged, and at the cloſe of them will be apt to look 
| back, and caſt the fame fad reflection upon the 
whole, which the patriarch did to Pharaoh, — 


That few and evil had been the days of his pil- 
grimage.” But let him lift up his eyes towards 
| heaven, and ſtedfaſtly behold the life and immor- 

tality of a future ftate, he then wipes away all 
| tears from off his eyes for ever and ever; 


like 
the 
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habits of the body, this may do, 
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the exiled captive, big with the hopes that he is 

returning home he feels not the weight of his 
chains, or counts the days of his captivity; but | 

looks forward with rapture towards the e | 
where his hover: is fled We . A 
Theſe a are the abs 3 teligion jv us tor 
wards the regulating of our ſpirit. under the evils 


of life, — but like great cordials,— they are ſeldom 


uſed but on great occurrences. In che leſſer 
evils of life we ſeem to ſtand unguarded, — and 


our peace and contentment are overthrown, and 
our happineſs broke in upon by a little impatience 


of ſpirit, under the croſs and untoward accidents 
we meet with. Theſe ſtand unprovided for, and 


weneglect them as we do the ſlighter indiſpoſitions | 


of the body - which we think not worth treating 
ſeriouſly - and ſo leave them to nature. In good 


and I would 
Sladly believe, there are ſuch good habits of the 


temper.— ſuch a complexional eaſe and health of 
heart, as may often ſave the patient much medi- 


cine, We are ſtill to conſider that however ſuch 


good frames of mind are got — they are worth pre- 
ſerving by all rules ;—patience and contentment, 


— which like the treaſure hid in the field for which 
a man fold all he had to purchaſe—is of that price 
that it cannot be had at too great 2 purchaſe, ſince 
without | it, the beſt condition | in life cannot make 


* 


OY 
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55 us 3 with it; it is impoſſible we mould 


be miſerable even in the worſt. Give me leave 
therefore to cloſe this diſcourſe with ſome reflecti- 
ons upon the ſubject of a contented mind and 
the duty in man of regulating his ſpirit; in our 
way through life a ſubject in every body's 
mouth preached upon dally to our friends and 
kindred but too oſt in ſuch a ſtyle; as to con- 


vince the party lectured, only of this truth; that 
we bear aner ne of n 1 ba wag 


| | : Pe Faye pp 3 ks 


ie e are Ws ſo extravagant in 
thals ideas of contentment, as to imagine” that it 
muſt conſiſt in having every thing in this world 


turn out the way they wiſn that they are to ſit 
down in happineſs, and feel themſelves fo at eaſe 


at all points, as to deſire nothing better and no- 
thing more. I own there are inſtances of ſome, 
who ſeem to paſs through the world, as if all their 
potll had been ſtrewed with roſe-buds of delight 
but a little experience will convince us, tis 


"im 5 expectation to go upon. We are born to 


trouble; and we may depend upon it whilſt we 


lie in this world we ſhall have it, though with 
intermiſſions - that is, in whatever ſtate we are, 
we ſhall find a mixture of good and evil; and 


therefore the true way to contentment, is to know 
howto receive theſe certain viciſſitudes of | life,— 


1 re of good and evil, ſo as neither to be 


exalted 


eee. by the other, 
but to bear ourſelves towards every thing which 
happens with ſuch eaſe and indifference of mind. 
as to hazard as little as may be. This is the true 
temperate climate fitted for us by nature, and in 
which every wiſe man would wiſh to live. God 
knows, we are perpetually ſtraying out of it, and 


buy giving wings to our imaginations in the tranſ· 


ports we dream of, from ſuch or ſuch-a ſituation 
in life, we are carried away alternately into all the 
extremes of hot and cold, for which as we are 
neither fitted by nature, or prepared by expecta- 
tion, we feel them with all their ran _—_—_ | 
* their . too. 


| 1 e We Fan thr bs 

this world, almoſt as fickle and capricious as our- 
ſelves—Pain and pleaſure, like light and darkneſs, 
. ſucceed each other; and he that knows how to 
accommodate himſelf to their periodical] returns, 


and can wiſely extract the good from the evil 


| knows only how to live; this is true content- 
ment, at leaſt all that is to be had of it in this 
world, and for this every man muſt be indebted 
not to his fortune but to himſelf, — And indeed 


; | it would have been ſtrange, if a duty ſo becoming 


us, as dependent creatures and ſo neceſſary beſides 
to all our well-beings, had been placed out of the 
reach of any in ſome meaſure to put in practice 
8 dn is ſcarce e 
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but there is ſomething in it to ſatisfy the man 
' whom it has befallen; providence having ſo or- 


dered things, that in every man's cup, how bitter 
ſo ever, there are ſome cordial drops ſome 
good circumſtances, which if wiſely extracted, are 


ſufficient for the purpoſe he wants them, that is, 


to make him contented, and if not happy, art leaſt 
reſigned. May Gop bleſs us all with this ſpint, 
for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt! Amen, 
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„dort, r Xt. il Part, 

2 &@Ww W n "Is VU 13 a. a 5 _—_ | 
But Abiſbai aid, Shatt no! Fin be put. to 2 
For this? | 
1 „le Done ed { Hs r w 55 ant 15 5 


8 ＋ d nt 4 22 aſpect —— Wh js is the 
rig OA "ſeeohd* time Hbiſhat has Propoſed Seine 8 
| hentai, ; once in the x6th chapter, on a Tyd- 
den tr ranſpoft f idigfation, When Shimet curſed 
David Why fhould this dead _ dog, 2 Abiſhai, 
der carey Well the king? ler mie go over, 1 pray bee, 
% and "eat off bis head.” —=This had omethir 
at leaſt of 'gallaritry i in it; for in doing it; he ha- 
zarded his own, and befides the offender was not 
ther wife to be tome at: the fecond tire; is f in the 
text; when the offender was abſolutely in their 
power: when the blood was cool, and the 1 


8 Ls was holding up his hands for mere. 


CSS 
i * > 


FF 2 88 


1 47 


Shall not Shim6i, anfwered Abiſhai, 15 put 
to deuth fot this? So unrelenting a purſuit looks 
befs like juſtice than revenge, which is ſo cowardly 
A « paſſion, that it renders Abiſhai's firſt inſtance al- 


Q moſt 
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moſt inconſiſtent with the ſecond. 1 ſhall not 
endeavour to reconcile them; but confing the diſ- 
courſe ſimply to Shimei ; and make ſuch refleQi- 
ons upon his character as may be of uſe to . 


the news of his. ſon Abglom 4 capſpjracy, 
An fled from Jeruſalem, and from his own 
houſe, for ſafety: the repreſentation given of the 
manner of it, is truly ee was a 


ſcene of ſorrow. ſo full of diſtreſs! 
Nen 9 . „ 3 e N * * 


— % n 8 


The king fled with all his houſchold to ſave him- 
.felf from the ſword of the man he loved: he fled 
2 all the marks. of. humble ſorrow— . & ith his 

Le covered, and tarefoat ;" and as he ment by che 
| ; aſcent. of mount Oliver, the ſacred hiſtorian ſays he 
"wept—ſome gladſome ſcenes, perhaps, which; there 
Had paſs 'd—— ſome hours of feſtivity he had ſhared 
"with Abſalom in better days, preſſedi tenderly upon 
berufe, —he pt at this 12 wee nde e | 


with his afflition, werd — man bs deen 
8 8 1557 
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was on this — — Shaw David had got: to 
Bahurim, that Shimei the ſon of Gera, as we read in 
the 5th verſe, came out: — was it with the choiceſt 
oils. he could gather from mount Oliver, to. pour 
into his wounds ?—Times and troubles had not 
done enough; and thou cameſt out, Wund to 155 1 0 
1 


RY * * 4 


s ERM O N XVI. Ws 
thy portion . And as be came, he curſed David, 
and threw ſtones and caſt duſt at bim; and thus ſaid. 
Shimei, when he curſed: Goto, thou man of Belial— 
© thou haſt ſought Mood, — and behold thou art caught in 
thy own miſchief ;\ for now hath the Lord returned, 
_ thee * tre bleed: of Ne e eee %s 


Ties 3 is no | Cinall degree, of viglicioud. 2 in | 
fixing upon a ſeaſon to give a mark of enmity and 
ill-will: a word, —a look, which at one time would 


make no impreſſion· at another time wounds the 


heart; and like a ſhaft flying with che wind, pierces 
deep, which, with its own natural force, en 
have _— 2 Ke woes at. 

8000 3 

-S4 This ſeerned t to ans 55 Shimei' $ hopes: F< 
exceſs of malice makes men too quick-lighted even. _ 
for their on purpoſe. Could Shimei poſſibly 
have waited for the ebb of David's paſſions, and 
till the firſt great conflict within him had been over 
S then the reproach. of being guilty of Saul's blood 
muſt have hurt him his heart was poſſeſſed with 
ther feelings —it bled for the deadly ſting which 
Abſalom had given him - he felt not the indignity 
of a ſtranger—* Behold my ſon Ab/alom,' who came 
out of my bowels, ſeeketh my tife—how, much more 
may Sbimei do-it?—let him alone; it may be the Lord 
may look upon my . ww N me 2 for | 
ies evil. 2 ET To": 
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An injury \ unanſwered in courſe grows wary of 
ieſelf, and thes N in a e ee K 


5 151 bad dpebdons bebe of no e be fear 

it has a different effect the ſilent digeſtion 
of one wrong provokes a ſecond. —He purſues him 
with the ſame invective; and as David and his men 
wens by the way, Shimei went along on the bill's ſide 
| OI” rs e eek ond eee 4 
1 a # ins. 


N The inldlenee of baſe mad} in en 3 | 
leſs; and would ſcarce admit of a compariſon, did 
not they themſelves furniſh us with one in the de- 
grees of their abjection when evil returns upon 
them ;—the fame poor heart which excites ungene- * 
tous tempers to triumph over a fallen adverſary, 
in ſome inſtances ſeems to exalt them above the 
point of courage, finks them in others even below 
cowardice, Not unlike ſome little particles of 


matter ſtruck off from the ſurface of the dirt by 


£ * 4 
q * . 
1 W 


ſun · ſhine - danee and ſport there whilſt it laſts 

but the moment tis withdrawn they fall down— 
for duſt they are and unto duſt they will return 
hilſt firmer and larger bodies preſerve the 
| Nations which nature has aſſigned them, fubjeted | 
to 1 laws e ee 1 8 EY 


TT his laft did not es to be Shime?” 8 Fry in 
all David's proſperity, there is no mention made 
1 1 BE 
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of him—he thruſt himſelf forward into the circle, 
and poſſibly Wy” oa 3 ne 2 
1 ne e 


| 


| N When the tene Pega ah David's Wen 


| force. him to leave his houſe in deſpair —Shimet is 


' the firſt r man we hear of, who comes out * him. 


The wheel turns wot once more; Abe. is 
caſt down, and David returns in peace - Shimei 
ſuits his behaviour to the occaſion, and is the firſt 
man alſo who haſtes to greet him and had the 
g wheel turn'd round a hundred times, Shimei, I dare 
9 ſay, in every N a its rotation, en * been 


N uppermoſt. 


XZ © Shimei! weaa to heaven when thou waſt 
lain, that all thy family had been flain with thee; _ 
and not one of thy reſemblance left! but ye have 
| multiplied exceedingly and repleniſhed the earth; 
and if 1 ape, e will in the end 
95 5 it. 

There is not a character in the world which has 
ſo bad an influence upon the affairs of it, as this of 
Shimei; whilſt power meets with honeſt checks, 
and the evils of life with honeſt refuge, the world 
Y will never be undone : but thou, Shimei, haſt 
f ſapp'd it at both extremes; for thou corrupteſt 
i proſperity—and * tis thou who haſt broken the heart 
1 Os ot 
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of poverty; and ſo long as worthleſs "IV can be 


ambitious ones, tis a character we ſhall never want. 


O!] it infeſts the court the camp the cabinet 


—it infeſts the church go where you will — in 

every quarter, in every profeſſion, you ſee a Shi- 
mei following the wheels of the fortunate through 

thick mire and clay. 8 

Wo [Er Shimei e or thou wilt be un- 

done for ever —Shimei girdeth up his loins and 
ſpeedeth after. him hehold the hand which governs 

every thing, - takes the wheels from off his chariot, 


ſo that he who driveth, driveth on heavily —Shi- | 


mei doubles his | peed—bur tis the contrary way; 
he flies like the wind over a ſandy deſart, and the 
place thereof ſhall know it no more— ſtay, Shi- 
mei! tis your patron——your friend your be- 
nefactor; — tis the man who has raiſed you from 


the dunghill — tis all one to Shimei: Shimei is | 


the barometer of every man's fortune; marks the 
riſe and fall of it, with all the variations from ſcorch- 


Ing hot to freezing cold upon his countenance, that | 


the ſimile will admit of, —Is a cloud upon thy 


affairs ?—ſee—it hangs over Shimei's brow 
Haſt thou been fookea for to the king or to the cap- 
tain of the hoſt without ſucceſs? look not into 
the court kalendar—the vacancy is fill'd up in 
Shimet's face Art thou in debt? though not to 
Shimei no matter — the worſt officer o the law 
thall not be more inſolent. 
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Wh bi then, 'Skithei, is the guilt of poverty ſo 
ek s it of fo general a a concern, that thou and 


of all thy family mit riſe up as one man to reproach! 
it? Ihen it loſt every thing did it loſe the 


right to pity too? or did he who maketh poor as 


well as maketh rich, ſtrip i it of i its natural powers to 


mollify the hearts and ſupple the temper of your 
race? —Truſt me, ye have much to anſwer for; it 


is this treatment which it has ever met with from 


_ ſpirits like yours, which has gradually taught the 
world to look upon it as the greateſt of evils, and 


ſhun it as the worſt diſgrace——and what is it, I 


beſeech you what is it that man will not do, to 


keep clear of ſo ſore an imputation and — 


ment? is it not to fly from this, that be ri/es early 


late takes reſt; and eats the bread of carefulneſs ?— 


that he plots, 'contrives—ſwears—lies—ſhuffles— 


puts on all ſhapes—tries all garments ——wears | 


them, with this, or that tide outward—Jult's as it 
| favours Hy e b | A 


They who N conkidercd our fray, affirm, 


that ſhame and diſgrace are two of the moſt inſup- 


portable evils of human life: the courage and ſpi- 


rits of many have maſtered other misfortunes, and 

' borne themſelves up againſt them; but the viſeſt 
and beſt of ſouls have not been a match for theſe; 
and we have many a tragical inſtance on record, 
what greater evils e Wee run CR mately to 


WO this one. 88 
8 . | Without 


a 
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Without this tax of infamy, ak; with all the 


10 burdens it lays upon our fleſh —ſo long as it is, vir 


tuous, could never break the ſpirits of a man; all 
its hunger, and pain, and nakedneſs, are nothing 
to it, they have ſome counterpoiſe of good 17 and ; 
beſides. they are directed by providence, and muſt 
be ſubmitted to: but thoſe are afflictions not from 
the hand. of Gop or-nature—* for they do come forth 


of the busr, and moſt properly may be ſaid 20. ring 


out of the .6R0UND, and this is the reaſon they lay 
ſuch ſtreſs upon our patience, —and in the end, 
create ſuch a diſtruſt of the world, as makes us look _ 
up- and pray, Lu me fall into thy bands, O God! 
Oh 05 me not ae the Raney of men.” 5 


* 


1 40 8 Was 05 PUB of Eliphaz « to 
Job in the day of his diftreſs ;>—* acquaint thyſelf, 


aid he, Now with God: —indeed his poverty ſeem- 


ed to have left him no other: the ſwords of the 


Sabeans had frightened them away——all but a 10 


few friends; and of what kind they were, the very 


ee of N s rem enough. 


It is an inſtance wht gives one great concern ; 


for. human nature, © That a man, who always wept — 
for him who was in trouble ;— who never ſaw any 


periſh for want of cloathing ;—who never ſuffered the 
ftranger ta lodge © in the ſtreet, but opened bis door 4% 
the traveller: that a man of ſo good a charac- 
ter, — that 0 never cauſed the oer of the widow to 
e „„ 
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| fail,—or hod uten bis morſel by bim/2if alone, andthe 


fatherleſs had not eaten thereof; —that ſuch a man, 


the moment he fell into poverty, ſhould have occa- 
| fion to cry out for quarter, — Have mercy upon me, 
O my friends ! for the hand of God has tauched me. 
——-Gentleneſs and humanity (one would think) 
would melt the hardeſt heart and charm the fierceſt 
ſpirit ; bind up the moſt violent hand, and till the 
moſt abuſive tongue:—but the experiment failed 
in a ſtronger inſtance of him, whoſe meat and drink 
it was to do us good; and in purſuit of which, 
whoſe whole life was a continued ſcene of kindneſs 
and of inſults, for which we muſt go back to the 
ſame — with which we ſet out, — and that | 


« This pier we know not whence be i is“ was 
the popular cry of one part; and with thoſe who 
| ſeemed to know better, the quere did not leſſen the 

diſgrace:—Is not this the carpenter, the ſon of 
Mary —of Mary; —great Gop of Iſrael! Whar 
— of the meaneſt of thy people! (for he bad not re- 
garded the law eftate of his hand-maiden)—and of 
the pooreſt too! (for ſhe had not a lamb ta offer, | 
but was purified as Moſes directed in ſuch a caſe, 


by the oblation Af. turtle dove.)— - 


That the Saviour of their nakien could be poor, 
and not have where to lay his head,—was a crime 
3 and — the purity of his 


doctrine, 
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doctrine, and the works which he had done in its 
ſupport; were ſtronger arguments on its fide; than 
his humiliation could be againſt it, yet the 
 -offence ſtill remained; they looked for the re- 

demption of Iſfael; but they would have it only in 
thoſe dreams of 9 urn EN their eee 

Ye who Eh the worth of all 1 things ans 3 in a | 

| | goldſmith's s balance !—was this religion for you?— 
a religion whoſe appearance was not great and 
ſplendid, - but looked thin and meagre, and whoſe 
principles and promiſes ſhewed more like the cur- 
' ſes of the law, than its bleſſings: for they cal- 
led for ſufferings, and [promiſed little but perſecu- 

In truth, it is not eaſy for ceibblarion or diſtreſs, 
for nakedneſs or famine, to make many converts 
out of pride; or reconcile a worldly heart to the 
] ſcorn and reproaches, which were ſure to be the 

portion of every one who believed a myſtery ſo diſ- 
credited by the world, and ſo e to INNER its 
+. rap and een e | 


But to Wag this ſermon to its proper conctuſion 


& If Aftrea or Juſtice never r finally woche her Leave 
of the world, till the day that poverty firſt became 
ridiculous, it is matter of conſolation, that the Gos 
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of J uſtice is ever over us; — that whatever outrages | 
the lowneſs of our condition may be expoſed to, 
from a mean and undeſerving world, that we 


walk in the preſence of the greateſt and moſt gene- 


rous of Beings, who is infinitely removed from 
_ cruelty and ſtraitneſs of mind, and all thoſe little 
and illiberal paſſions, with which we hourly inſult 
5 each other. 


| The orleans always to be 
conquered - but if they are tis by the imitati- 
on of theſe qualities which muſt do it: tis true 
as I've ſhewn they may fail; but ſtill all is 
not loſt, — for if we conquer not the world 
in the very attempts to do it, we ſhall at leaſt con- 


quer ourſelyes, and lay the foundation of out 


peace (where it ought to be) within our on hearts. 
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rim. casR or HEZEKIAH AND THE 
N MESsENOERs. i 


_ 


Preach * his lese the Earl of Hz v7FORD, at 
: 18 ys 1 „„ 


5 at 2-362 2 Kinos, **. * 


Aud be fi, What hove they ſeen in thine boſe? and. 
| Hozekiah anſwered, All the things that are in my 


bouſo have they ſam ;, there is nothing amongst all 
my 8 W. 1 Hons not A aue. 


FOE Fre © 


q w 


| ND ver mathe harm, wen an 
8 e iis bd e 


An SEK prince, . bon of Baladine;/ had 
ſent meſſengers with preſents as far as from Baby- 
lon, to congratulate Hezekiah upon the recovery 
from his ſickneſs; and Hezekiah, who was a good 
prince, acted conſiſtently with himſelf: be'received 
and entertained the men, and hearkened unto them, and 

before he ſent them away, he courteouſly ſhewed 
them all that was worth a ſtranger's curiolity in his 
. and his 3 in this, ſeemed 


only | 
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only to have diſcharged himſelf of what urbanity 


or the etigaeiie of courts might require. Notwith- 
ſtanding this, in the verſe which immediately fol- 
los the text, we find he had done amiſs; and as 
a puniſhment for it, that all his riches, which his 
| forefathers had laid up in ſtore unto that day, were. 
threatened to be carried away in triumph to Baby- 
lon, 8 0 f 9 very ra from whence the meſſen- 
A hard return! and what his behaviour does not 
ſeem to have deſerved. To ſet this matter in a 
clear light, it will be neceſſary to enlarge upon the 
whole ſtory-— 
of it, as we go along, may. help. us at leaſt, 1 
hope they wh be of uſe on their.0 own . A 
| After ws nao a of 5 . we 
read in the beginning of this chapter, that Hezekiah 
was ſick even unto death; and that Gon ſends the 
prophet Iſaiah, with the unwelcome meſſage, that 
be ſhould ſet his houſe in _ _ that be W wie, 
and 100 live. 


Ll many W e 455 3 re- 
edit news with the greateſt eaſe of mind, 


and even entertained the thoughts of it with ſmiles 


upon their countenances;—and- this, either from 


| ſtrength of ſpirits and the natural cheerfulneſs of 


their temper, —or that they knew the world, and 


; 5 | cared 


the reflections which will ariſe out : 


» 2708 


md not a Gi RR pſd a t ——yet 
thouſands of good men, with all the helps of phi- 
loſophys and againſt all the aſſurances of a well · ſpent 
lite, that the change muſt be to their account. — 

upon the approach of death have ſtill leand towards 
this world, and wanted ſpirits and reſolution to bear 


the ſhock of a epa from it for ever. 


This, in tos; meaſure, ſeemed. to have been 
Hezekiah? s caſe; for tho he had walked before 
God in truth, and, wich, a perfect heart, and had 
done that which was good in his ſight, yet we 
find chat the haſty ſummons afflicted him greatly; 
that upon the delivery of the meſſage he wept. 
fore; that he turned his face towards the wall, 


perhaps for the greater ſecreſy of his devotion, 


and that, by withdrawing himſelf thus from all ex- 


ternal objects, he might offer up his prayer unto 
his Go, with SEMEN: and more ſewont attention. 


Ac 8 bray d- and aid, O bes Ibe- 
ſeech thee remember” - O Hezekiah! How couldft 
thou fear that God had forgotten thee? or, How | 


cCouldſt thou doubt of his remembrance. of thy i in- 
— m_— he call'd thee- to receive its recom- 


penoe? 7 


E 5 = it appears: cafe wha . man is 

eee : he purſues happineſs and yet is ſo con- 
tent. with miſery, that he wann wander for ever in 
this 


— — —ᷣ— —P——.—.ö Tr 
— —— 
7 
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fo long as we are clothed with fleſh, and nature has 
port clairns its right, and pleads for the ſueetneſs of 


5 Bt L * if : 465 * 
ments: novo wot tt notige 4 16 Joo - 


of God's-purpoſe thereupon, it is hard to imagine, 
burt that it muſt have been ac ompanied with ſome 
- meritorious and more generous motive; and if we 

ſuppoſe, as ſome have done; that he turned his face 

towards the wall, becauſe" that part of his chamber 

looked towards the temple, the care of whoſe pre- 

ſervation lay next his heart, we oe 1 1 

6 enough! give this ſenſe to his W009 it - 


e cue thy religion from error and falſhood j==- | 


ed upon me, as one that hath- forſakery idolatry, 
e and reſtored thy worſhip ;— that I ſtand in tlie 


looks thro! all my actions, and watches all events 
which happen to me: if now they” ſhall ſee me 


s dark vale of it and ſay, It is e 
* 79 be here, and to Build tabernacles of reſt 3” and 


ſo great a. ſhare within us, it is no wonder if that 


life, ing all its care and df 


This W weaknets; no-doubt; had its weight 
in Hezekiat/s earneſt prayer for life! and yet from 
the ſuccefs/ it met with, and the immediate change 


cc 0 God! remember how! have tent before 
t 'thee in truth; how much 1 have done to ref. 


ce thou knoweſt that the eyes of the world are fix- 


« midft of a crooked and corrupt generation, which 


* ſnatched _ in the midſt of my days and ſer- 


« yice, 


V 
- * 
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"oe vice, How will thy great name ſuffer in , my ex- 

« tinction Will not the heathen ſay, This it is to 
« ſerve the Gon of Iſrael !——How fairhfully did 
« Hezekiah walk before him! — What enemies did 
c he bring upon himſelf, in too warmly promot- 
10 ing his worſhip! and now when the hour of ſick- 
ce neſs and diſtreſs came upon him, and he moſt 
ce wanted the aid of his God —behold how he was 


6 forſaken,” "= 


ja i, nat. unreaſonable to aſcribe ſame ſuch pious 
and more diſintereſted motive to Hezekiah's deſire 
of life, from the iſſue and ſucceſs of his prayer: 
for it came to paſs, before 1ſaiah had gone out inta the 
middle court, that the worg of the Lord came to him, | 
ſaying, Turn again and tell Hezekiah Thavg beard bis 
prayer, I haue ſeen bis tears; and behold I will heal. © 


It was upon this occaſion, as we read in the 12th 
verſe of this chapter, that Baradock-baladan, ſon 
of Baladine king of Babylon, ſent letters and a 
preſent unto Hezekiah : he had heard the fame of 
his ſickneſs and recovery; for as the Chaldeans | 
were great ſearchers into the ſecrets of nature, eſpe- 

. erally into the motions of the celeſtial bodies, in 
all probability they had taken notice, at that diſ- 
tance, of the ſtrange appearances of the ſhadow's 
returning ten degrees backwards upon their dials, | 
and had enquired and Wee, 
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I _ and in whoſe favourſucha ſign was given; ſo that 
=_ this aſtronomical miracle, beſides the political mo- 
tive which it would ſuggeſt of courting ſuch a fa- 
vourite of heaven, had been ſufficient by itſelf to 
have led a curious people as far as Jeruſalem, that 
, they might ſee the man for whoſe fake the ſun had 
30] forlook his courſe. = 


{] 1 FRY here » we ſee how hard i it is to ſtand the Mock 
it ; of proſperity. and how much truer a proof we 
hs give of our ſtrength i in en extreme of 7 chan 
It 2 the other. 


3 In ah wide of adverſity, we find that Heze- 
| Ekiah behaved well, — nothing unmanned him: when 
beſieged by. the Aſſyrian hoſt, which ſhut him up 
in Jeruſalem, and threatened his deſtruction, he Wo 
ſtood unſhaken, and depended upon Gop's ſuccour. 
=: When caſt down upon his bed of ſickneſs, and 
_ threaten'd with death, he meekly turned his face 
towards the wall vept and pray d, and depend- 
| ; ed upon Gop's mercy :—but no ſooner does proſ- 
* perity return upon him, and the meſſengers from 
| a far country come to pay the flattering homage 
due to his greatneſs, and the extraordinary felicity | 
} of his life, but he turns giddy, and ſinks under the 
weight of his good fortune, and with a tranſport 
unbecoming a wiſe man upon it, — tis ſaid, he 
| | hearken'd unto the men, and ſhew'd them all the 
.. __ "houſe of his precious things, the ſilver and the gold, 
TT the 


WFFFVFFFFEEGGGGWGGGREREWEEEREREETTEECTEA ALI ” hs 
* 8 Ne Rd ae as, e > OE a; 
Ir be 2, 2 By MOL 8 . Fe! 5 


- *, Adee 
4 R . 
r ** 
2 DEAT. rh en $9 


 treaſures;; that there was nothing in his 
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the ſpices and the precious ointments, andi all the 
houſe of his armour, and all; that was found in his 
Ohle, nor 
in his dominions, that Hezekiah ſhew'd chem not: 


for tho' it is not expreſsly ſaid here (cho it is in the 


parallel paſſage in Chronicles) — nor is he- charged 


8 * the prophet that he did this out of vanity” and a 
weak tranſport of oſtentation; — yet as we are 


ſure Gop could not be offended. but were there 
was a real crime, we might reaſonably conclude 
that this Was his, and that he Who, ſearches into the 
heart of man, beheld that his was corrupted with the 
leſſings he had given him, and that it was juſt to 
make what was the occaſion of his pride, become 
the inſtrument of his puniſhment,| by decrecing, 


That all the riches he had laid up in ſtore, until that 


day, ſhould be carried away in triumph to Babylon, 


the very place from whence the meſſengers bad 


come Who had been. b eee af Is tolls 5 


: 2071 29 av n +; Hier 6 3 n 


FO. Heaekiaht: Hoy aud thou ds God 


ito bring this judgment upon thee? How: could 


40 thy ſpirit, all meek and gentle as it was, have 


« ever fallen into this ſhare? Were thy⸗ treaſures 
< rich as the earth, — What! was thy heart ſo vain. 


* = obs? affed ug therewith?.” Was not all that . 
”" zelt almoſt at thy conan while Wen waſt 
« humble? and, How was it, that thou couldſt 
2 Av away all this, for what was lighter than a 

R 2 „„ „ bubble, 
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*. bubble, and deſecrate an action ſo full of rb 
, teſy and kindneſs as thine appeared to be, by 


« ſuffering n 


90 . 1 0 
Tbere . any — the! eee 
unwillingh bears, hue an href « _w ann; F 


We are a b t 1285 ene 
e from "what charity would ſuſpect, fo eternally 
twiſts itſelf into what we do, that not only in mo- 
mentous concerns, where intereſt lifts under it all 


che powers of diſguiſe, —but even in the moſt indiſ. 
ferent of our actions; not worth a fallacy 


by force of habit, we continue it: ſo that whatever 
a man is about, obſerve him, —he ſtands arm'd 
inſide and out with two motives; an oſtenſible 
one for the world, — and another which he reſerves 


for his own private uſe; this, you may ſay, the 
world has no concern with: it might have been ſo; 
but by obtruding the wrong motive upon the world, 
and ſtealing from it a character, inſtead of winning 
one; e give it a right, and a e | 


Wich i . e into TRE 1 9 74 prog 


The ton of. s one 1 dog ü it, are — 
Little better than the others for deſerving it. Let 
us ſee if bme ſocial virrue may not be exrafted | 
Lan us errors of beck the o ff ths an 
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| Varrry bids all her ſons to be generous and 

| "Sm daughters to be chaſte and cour- 

teous.—— Pur why do we want her inſtructions? 
s the comedian who is taught a part he feels 


: : * * * 
—— | fo 
gd 44 * 3 . i 
[4 . 3 . 


Is ic that the principles of religion want ſtrength, 
or chat the-real paſſion for what is good and wor- 
thy will not carry us high enough — God! thou 


knoweſt they carry us too high It n 
be- but 70 Awe „ 5 


1 r ee af thee 
naw: tac» what diſquieting, intriguing, and ſhift- 
ing, he is content 10 go through, merely to be 
_ thought a man of plain dealing: three grains of _ 
: IRAs © him all e EN | 


. Behold a 1 8 5 a ſhow of piety hiding 
85 dun impurities of a debauched life: he is juſt 
entering the houſe of God :=—would. he was more 
pure—or leſs Abi ;—but then he could not Sin 


wy eee 


| Oberen think gn od 39. 1 
. track, with what an inflexible ſamctity of depott- 
ment he ſuſtains himſelf as he advances: every 
line in his face writes abſtinence; ——every ſtride 
5 mn IONR; ſee, I befeech 
5: a0 5 Ra: = 7 + os. 
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you, how he is cloak d up with ſermons; prayers, | 
and ſacraments ; and ſo bemuffled with the exter- 
nals of religion, that he has not a hand to ſpare ſor 
à worldly: purpoſe ; he has armour at leaſt Why 
does he put it on? Is there no ſerving God with- 
out all this? Muſt the garb of religion be extended 
ſo wicle, to the danger of its rending? Les truly, 
B it OG not 828 the eee "ng AH ; 


; . 


: (2 i 
ee ies dene at cit Wrbniz 
ot "Fl comes Genzrosrmy ; 8 to a 
decayed artiſt - but to the arts and ſciences them- 
ſelves. See, — he v uildt not a chamber in the wall 
. apart for the "prophet 3 but whole ſchools and col- 
leges for thoſe who come after. Lox p! 'howthey 
will magnify bis name tis in capitals alread / 
the firſt——the higheſt, in the ns rent· roll of Tt 


ry . an eee 
ö 61 in pvc ove the un- ; 
FR is worth i it 8 26 


0 ; ; 
Al . 44 = a e 


What a Ea hs of c creatures 1505 a 

lation make us! Who would divine, that all that 
anxiety and concern, ſo viſible in the airs of one 
half of that great aſſembly, ſhould ariſe from no- 

thing elſe, but that the other half of it may think 
them to be men of conſequence, penetration, parts, 
and conduct ?— What a noiſe: OED the claim- 


- el | 4 5 ants 
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ants about it? Behold Humility, out of mere pride, 
BZ — and honeſty, almoſt out of knavery :—Chaftity, 

F never once in harm's way,—and courage, like a 
| Spaniſh ſoldier upon an eas ſtage—a bladder 
; full of wind. — 


1 chat, 4 found of that. trumpet, 
let not my ſoldier run, — tis ſome good Chriſtian | 
giving alms. O Pity, thou gentleſt of human 
paſſions! ſoft and tender are thy notes, and ill ac- _ 
cord they with ſo loud an inſtrument. 


Thus ſomething jars, and will for ever jar in 
theſe caſes: impoſture is all diſſonance, let what 
maſter ſoever of it undertake the part; let him har- 
monize and modulate it as he may, one tone will 


contradi& another; and whilſt we have ears to 


hear, we ſhall diſtinguiſh it: tis truth only which 
is conſiſtent and ever in harmony with itſelf; it ſits 
upon our lips, like the natural notes of ſome melo- 
dies, ready to drop out, whether we will or no; 
it racks no invention to let ourſelves alone, and 
needs fear no critick, to have the ſame excellency 
in the heart which arent in the action. 


a6 is a e Alußon the ſcripture wal uſe 5 
of in calling us ſometimes a houſe, and ſometimes 
a temple, according to the more or leſs exalted 
qualities of the ſpiritual gueſt which is lodged with- 


5 "Mm us: whether this is the preciſe ground of the | 


„ diſtinction, | 


— . 
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diſtinction, 1 will not affirm but thus much may 


. 


be ſaid, that, if we are to be temples, tis truth and 


. . fingleneſs of heart muſt make the dedication : 'tis 


this which muſt firſt diſtinguiſh them from the un- 


_ hallowed pile, where dirty tricks and impoſitions 
are practiſed by the hoſt upon the traveller, Who 


nen but for: a OY and returns not 3 


5 


We all ue notice, 1 cloſe 4 A deer peo- 


ple are; but we do not take notice, at the ſame 


time, that every one may have ſomething to conceal, 
as well as ourſelves; and that we are only marking 0 


the diſtances, and taking the meaſures of ſelf- de- 


2 _ fence from each other, in the very inſtances we 
complain of: this is fo true, that there is ſcarce any 


character ſo rare, as a man of real open and gene- 


rous integrity, who carries his heart in his hand, 
ho ſays the thing he thinks, and does the thing 


* pretends. . Tho' no one can diftike the charac- 
er,—yet Diſcretion generally ſhakes her head,— 


. and wg world ſoon lets n into the oma 


_ 0 that I bad in the wilder a Adis of ug 
wh 1 . men! that I might leave ſuch a people, und 
< go from them. Where is the man of a nice ſenſe 
of truth and ſtrong feelings, from whom the du- 
plicity of the world has not at one time or other 
wrung the ſame wiſh ? and where lies the wilder- 
neſs to which ſome one has not fled, from the ſame | 
eos impulſe? ; . 

Thus 


mn Kc. f 


Thus much for thoſe who give occaſion to be 
thought ill r 2 8 275 or two unto 


85 thoſe WHO T8” 85 55 


1 15 3 * %%% Vb Abs 
But to avoid all 3 cant as mucke 
as I can on this head, ] will forbear to ſay, be- 


cauſe I do not think it. that tis a breach of 


Chriſtian charity to an or n evil ow our 


73 
. 


ceo cannot ad: it: our opinions muſt _ 


follow the evidence; and we are perpetually in 


ſuch engagements and ſituations, that tis our duties 
to ſpeak what our opinions are but Gon forbid 
that this ever ſhould be done, but from its beſt 


motive — the ſenſe of what is due to virtue, go- 


verned by diſcretion and the utmoſt fellow- feel · 
ing: were we to go on otherwiſe, beginning with 


the great broad cloak of hypocriſy, and ſo down 


through all its lictle trimmings and facings, tear- 
ing away without mercy all that look d 5 
we ſhould leave but a HE Wer oi. 


But 1 nde what 1 „ 
leſs equivocal, and which takes up too much room 
in the world: it is that of thoſe, who from a ge- 


neral diſtruſt of all that looks diſintereſted, find- 
ing nothing to blame in an action, and perhaps 


much to admire in it, immediately fall foul upon 


5 its motives: Deer Fob ſerve Gd for nought ? What 


| a vile 


2% S'ERMON xvII. 


the poſition is not to be allowed, 


a vile inſinuation 1 Befides, the e ride, 


_ 'whether Job was a rich man or a poor man ?— but, 


whether he was a man of integrity or no? and the 


appearances were ſtrong on his ſide: indeed it might 


have been otherwiſe; it was poſſible Job might be 
inſincere, and the devil took the dranzagy, ag the E 


| dic for i it. 


It is a bad . a done A a terrible 3 6 
ter, and yet we are always copying it. Does a man 
from real conviſtion of heart forſake his vices? 
-no ; his 


vices have ern him. 


e a pure ber Goo . ** her pray- 
ers pare is in n her clitnaQeric, V 


Does OED inks and educate the voknown 
orphan ?—— Poverty ! thou haſt no genealogies : 


3 not the father of the child? Thus 


do we rob heroes of the beſt part of their glory 
their virtue. Take away the motive of the act, 
you take away all that is worth having in it 
wreſt it to ungenerous ends, you load the virtuous 


man who did it with infamy ;—undo it all I be- 


ſeech you: give him back his honour, reſtore 


the jewel you have taken from him ens him 


in eee of the world - 
Fg i is too late. 


8 E R MQN W.., ag... 
It is painful to utter the reproaches which ſhould _ 


come in here.— ! will truſt them with yourſelves : 


in coming from that quarter, they will more natu- 
rally produce ſuch fruits as will not ſet your teeth 
on edge for they will be the fruits of love and 


goodwill, to the praiſe of Gop and the "HIER N 
| & thi 1 which I wiſh, | 
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o bl 4 
135 V4 : * * 1 14 


dud is eau 8 * oe as N en met 0 
Ling in Jſrash, that there was 4 certain Læuite 

Nv on the fide of mount CY who took 
ne n gene e A 


" 


ef) ( 


— \ CONCUBINE!—but the! text ac» 
| counts for it, for in thoſe. days there was 

no king in Mracl, and the Levite, you will ſay, | 
like every other man in it, did what was right in 1 
his on eyes, and ſo, you may add, did his con- 

cubine too . or ſb⸗ played * _ Mt _ : 
energy tl: id i | 


I 

wherever ſhe ſeeks a ſhelter, may the hand or Ting 

OF We Gone I ee 1 15 | | 

Not w. ve b. e e c 

Bethlehem-judah, and was with him four whole 

months, —Bleſſed interval for meditation upon tbe 

aaa "i 
| fures ! | 


„e F 


%% | SER M ON vin. 
ſures! I ſee the holy man upon his knees, —with 
hands compreſſed to his boſom, and with uplifted 
eyes, thanking heaven, that the object which had 
RIG AO NI RI 4 


The text” gives 4A ren * of his tus 
tion; for he aroſe and went after ber to ſpeak friendly 
zo ber, and to bring her back again, having bis ſer- 
vant with him, and à couple of aſſes ; and ſhe brought 
Him unto ber father's houſe; and when che father of 
the 111 45 ack _— be ayers to meet bim. * 


> Sa & : 1 YM K 2 
* 


— 4 moſt e JR eee Find 
ſo it is, my good commentator, the world talks of 
every thing: give but the outlines of a ſtory.— 
let Spleen or Prudery ſnatch the pencil, and they 
will finiſh it with ſo many hard ſtrokes, and: with 
ſo dirty a colouring, that Candour ands Courteſy will 
ſit in torture as they look at it. Gentle and vir- 
tuous ſpirits ! ye. who know not what it is to be 
rigid interpreters, but of your own failings, to 
you I addreſs myſelf, the unhired advocates for- 
the conduct of the miſguided——Whence is it, 
that the world is not more jealous of your office ? 
How often muſt ye repeat it, That ſuch a one's 
doing ſo or ſo — is not ſufficient evidence by it- 
_ ſelf to overthrow che accuſed? That our actions 
tand ſurrounded with a thouſand: circumſtances 
Which do not preſent themſelves at firſt ſight, + 


that the Baut ſprings and motives which impe lb! 
1 8 | „dhe 


SER MON XVII. ig 
the unfortunate, lie deeper ſtill; and, that of the 
millions which every hour are arraign'd; thöuſands 


of them may have err'd merely from the bead, 
and been actually outwitted into evil; and even 


when from the heart, that the difficulties and 


temptations under which they acted, - the force of 

the paſſions,—the ſuitableneſs of the object, and 

the many ſtruggles of virtue before ſhe fell. 

may be ſo many appeals f Tom of o ns ie jute | 

ment ſeat of 44 | 
Have then let us 575 * moment, d give WY 

Rory of the Levite and his Concubine a ſecond 

hearing: like all others, much of it depends upon 

the telling; and as the Scripture has left us no kind 
of comment upon it, tis a ſtory on which the heart 

cannot be at a loſs for what to ſay, or the imagl- 
nation for what to ſuppoſe the danger j is, u- 
men may ſay too much. 


Aud it came to it in th PPS wh there was 
no king in Iſrael, that à certain Levite ſojourning on 


the fide 4 mount e, » took unto fe OO a Con- 
 cubine. 


0 Abraham thou Ribe of the + faithful! if this 
Was wrong, — Why didſt thou ſet ſo enſnaring an 
example before the eyes of thy deſcendants? and, 
Why did the Gop of Abraham, the Gop of Iſaac 
and Jacob, —_ ſo often the ſeed of ſuch inter- 
courſes, - 


— 
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courſes, and rh to yn make Re 
come out of them 3 


> Gow. 3 6 e | 


 pandinghy wn e nin e bf e puerizechs, and. 


others in Scripture. whoſe hearts cleaved moſt unto 
God, accommodating themſelves as well as they 


— 


could to the diſpenſation ; that Abraham had 5 
Agar that Jacob, beſides his two wives, Rachael 
and Leah, took alſo unto him Zilpah and Bilhah, 
from whom many of the tribes deſcended :—that 
David had ſeven. wives and ten concubines; — Re- 
hoboam, ſixty; — and that, in whatever caſes it 
became reproachable, it ſeemed not ſo much the 
thing itſelf, as the abuſe of it, which made it ſo: 


his Was remarkable in that of Solomon, whoſe 


exceſs became an inſult upon the privileges of 
mankind.; for by the ſame plan of luxury, which 


made it neceſſary to have forty thouſand ſtalls of 


horſes, — he had unfortunately miſcalculated his 


other wants, and ſo had ſeven hundred wives, and 
three ee ee | 


"Wick deluded man! was it not that thou 


madeſt ſome amends for thy bad practice, by thy 


good preaching, what had become of thee— 
a bundret—but let us turn Ws, | befeech 


. 
1 2 * 9 Us: 
2 . n 5 en 8 » - — 8 
5 1 - > p 

, F —— 4 ) - + 5 > 44 : LY 

* oh 7 - 1 - +. Y , 5 7 4 5 $ 0 © 4 « 2 5 , 2 * F * 5 . 
Wh of 4 $ 5 . 4 1 4 F 

. 4 8 
A * 
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* . 5 7 


3 1 1 Phoite had | but one, The 1 23 * word 


imports 4 woman a concubine, or a vife a concu- 
bine, to diſtinguiſh her from the more infamous 


ſpecies, Who came under the roofs of the licen- 


tious without principle. Our annotators tell us, 
that in Jewiſn geonomichi, theſe differ d little from 


the wife, except in ſome outward ceremonies and ; 


ſtipulatichs? but agreed with her 1 in all the true 
_ eſſences of marriage, and gave themſelves | up to 
the huſband (for ſo he is call 'd) with faith plighted 
vith ſentiments, and with affection. e 


3 
VT V 


Such 4 one FR tes Gu to ſhare his vii : 


tude, and fill up that uncomfortable blank in the 
heart in ſuch a ſituation ; for notwithſtanding all 


we meet with in books, in many of which, no 


doubt, there are a good many handſome things . 


ſaid upon the ſweets of retirement, Kc. 1 00. 
ſtill * 17 it 10. good for man ta be alone: nor can | 
all which the cold-hearted pedant ſtuns our ears 


with upon the ſubject, ever give one anſwer of ſa- 


2 tisfaction to the mind; in the midſt of the loudeſt 

vauntings of philoſophy, Nature will have her 
yearnings for ſociety and friendſhip ;—a good 
heart wants ſome object to be kind to and the 
beſt parts of our blood, and the pureſt of our Jon 
rus. ſuffer moſt under the deſtitution. 1 


Leet the 1 8 ; Monk 78 8 comfortleſs | 


and alone. Gon ſpeed him! For my own part, 


&: 


{ 
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I fear, 1 ſhould neyer ſo find the way: . me be 
wiſe and religious but let me be Max: wherever - 
thy Providence places me, Or. whatever be the 


road] take to get to thee—give me ſome com- 


panion in my journey, be it only to remark to, 
How ohr ſhadows lengthen. as the ſun goes down; 
—to whom I may ſay, How freſh is the face of 
nature! How ſweet the flowers of the Bel 1 How 
delicious are theſe fruits Fr 


3 & 2. 1 en TICS TY 


Alas ! with bitter herbs, ike his ibs. did 


the Levite eat them : for : as they thus walked the 
path of life together, — ſhe POE} Wl on 
3 35 another, and fled from him. 


— . 
0 


12 is the mild _ quiet. half + the _ a 


are generally outraged and borne down by the other, 


half of it; but in this they have the advantage; 


| whatever be the ſenſe of their wrongs, that pride 
ſtands not ſo watchful a centinel over their for- 


giveneſs, as it does in the breaſts of the fierce, 


and froward: we . ſhould all of us, I believe, be. 
more forgiving than we are, would the world but. 


give us leave; but it is apt to interpoſe its ill 
offices in remiſſions, eſpecially. of this kind: the 
truth is, it has its laws, to which the heart is not 
always a party; and acts ſo like an unfeeling en- 
gine in all caſes without diſtinction, that it requires 
all the firmneſs of the moſt ene 
bear 35 againſt | it. 


8 2 N Many 


SERMON KV wg 


Many x bitter conflict would the Lee Have 
10 fuſtain with himſelf his Concubine and the 
ſentiments of his tribe, upon the wrong done him: 
much matter for pleading and many an em- 
barraſfing aceount on all ſides: in a period of four 
whole inonths, every paſſion would take its empire 

by turns and in the ebbs and flows of the leſs 
unfriendly ones, Prry would find ſome moments 

to be heard Rr herſelf would not be ſilent, 
5 A Cranrey would have much to ſay,— and thus 
attun d, every object he beheld on the borders of 
mount Ephraim, — every grot and grove he paſſed | | 
by, would ſolicit the recollection of former kind- 
neſs, and awaken an ene in her eh r more 
ne chan chem all. 100 


" I a grant: l. be rv Yet - 
_ «© ig foul! 'tis faithleſs! but, Why is the door 

« 'of merey to be ſhur for ever againſt it? and; 
* Why is it to be the only fad crime that the in- 
« © jured' may not remit, or reafon-or imagination 

«'paſs' over without a ſcar? —Is it the blackeſt? 
ce In What catalogue of human offences is it ſo 
8 marked? or, Is it, that of all others tis a 
- © blow moſt grie vous to be endured ? che heart 
ME cries out, It is ſo: but let me aſk my own, 
What paſſions are they which give edge and 
« force to this weapon which has ſtruck me? and, 
« Whether it is not my own pride, as much as 


my virtues, which at this moment excite the 


8 1 greateſt 


2 8. E R M- N- XVIII. | 
2 greateſt part of that intolerable anguiſh in the 
. wound which I am laying to her charge? But, 
« merciful. heaven l was it otherwiſe, why is an 
0 unhappy creature of thine to be perſecuted by 
«* me with ſo much cruel revenge and rancourous 
ce deſpite as my firſt tranſport called for? Have 


e faults no extenuations ? Makes it nothing, that 
: « when the treſpaſs was committed, ſhe: forſook 


© the partner of her guilt, and fled directly to her 
| « « father's houſe ? And is there no difference be- 


e twixt one propenſely going out of the road and 


. continuing there, thro' depravity of will and 
« 4 hapleſs” wanderer ſtraying by deluſion, and 


. warlly treading. back her ſteps 2.— Sweet is the | 
te look of ſorrow for an offence, in a heart deter- 


te mined never to commit it more Upon that 


« altar only could 1 offer up my wrongs. Cruel 


te is the puniſhment which an ingenuous mind will 
ec. take upon itſelf, from the remorſe of ſo hard a 


ce treſpaſs againſt me, and if that will not balance 
«. the account, — juſt Gop ! let me forgive the 


«/reſt. Mercy well becomes the heart of all thy 
et creatures, but moſt of thy ſervant, a Levite, 


« who offers up ſo many daily ſacrifices to, Ree 
<6, for the eee of thy paler F 


—* e to lie i he Man 7 add, DN 5 


| c ny ſerved at thy altar, where my buſineſs was to 
es ſue for mercy, had 1 not learn. d to e it.” 


Peace | 


—_ 


£ 3 


JE wo oy Nm be 
Peace and happineſs reſt upon the head rr 


of veery SIO WE? 


So be aroſe, and went after ber, to "freak Nin : 
to ber in the original c to ſpeak to her heart! 
—to apply to their former endearments,—and to 


aſk, How ſhe could be fo e to ed nt oP _ 


yp 7 We wy herſelf Pn 45 by 


pe. 5% __ 47 * 5 "74 * * Wi b 1 <tc 
: 9 £3 9 43 I & i # : | 


Zens 


Even A bpb + the quiet "ot re. 


 lenting are ſweet: not like the ſtrivings of the 
fierce and inexorable, Who bite and devour all who' 
have thwarted them in their way but they are 
calm and courteous, like the ſpirit which watches | 
over their character: Ho] could ſuch a temper 


woo the damſel, and not bring her back ? or, Ho] 
could the father of the damſel, in ſuch a ſeene, | 
have a heart open to any” impreſſions but thoſe” 


mentioned in the text ; —— That toben he Jaw vim 
be rejoiced to meet bim; —urged his ſtay from day 


to o day, with that moſt irreſiſtible of all invitations; 
* Comfort thy heart, ae 1 all Po, wif and let 


tin beart be _ 4 
ps Eden Ig "y 1 2 FR 


II Mercy and Truth thus met ee in ſettling 19 


this account, Lobe would ſurely be of the party: 
great — great is its power in cementing what has 
been broken, and wiping out wrongs even from 
the DT itſelf. : and ſo it was for the Levite 

| J aroſe 
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Sale oh En ; 
3 and they , Hen 105 


bee ee pred adn "OY 


FF 
beyond the particular purpoſe for which I have 


enlarged upon thus much of it, — and that is, to 


diſcredit raſh judgment, and illuſtrate, from the 


manner of conducting this drama, the courteſy 


Which the dramatis per ſong of every other piece 
mar baye right 10. Almoſt ane half of our. | 
time is ſpent in telling and hearing evil of one 


another --Jome wafortunate knight is always upon 


14 the ſtage—and every hour brings forth ſomething 
ſtlrange and terrible to fill up our diſcourſe and 


our aſtoniſhment, © How people can be ſo fooliſh!” 
pliment ends there; ſo 5 
that there is not a ſocial virtue for which there is 
ſo-conſtant a demand,— or, conſequently, ſo well 
worth cultivating, as that which oppoſes this un- 
friendly current — many and rapid are the ſprings | 


which feed it, and various and ſudden, Gop knows, 


are the gueſts which render it unſafe te us in this 


ſhort paſſage of our life: let us make the diſcourſe 


as ſeryiceable as we can, by tracing ſome of the 


_ grawriable-of cham up ip their ſource. | 


ee PYY 1 Wan n 
or and which, by 6 Way, e 
E 


u bat "be doth?" died Nicod 
anſweroth, or deterrineth, 4 mutter Before Il Bal 


blind 


poſed'es gebt Fe 
ar n en from ſome of bur buffeſt in 


quirers after acüfe Aff that is, when with more 


zeal than knowledge we account for Phendmcha, 


before We are fure of their exiſtenck: it it not the 


manner of the Romans to condemn am nan id Nut 


(much leſs to be martyr d) faid Feſtus ; — and doth 


our law judge aity nan before it bear him, "und know 
mus ; und BY that 


beard it, it is folly and i ſhame unto bim. We 
are generally in fuch a hafte to make our own 


| decrees; that we paſs over the juſtict of theſe;== 
and then the ſcene is fo changed by it, that tis 


our folly only which is real, and that K the Ac 
euſed, which 1s imaginary: through too much 
precipitanicy it will kappen ſo; and then the Jeſt 
is ay raging have criticiſe our 0 own ROE: 


” ſoeond way i is; Mak the Rech g goes on möre 
e and we begin with getting information, 
but do it from thoſe fuſpected evidences, againſt 


which our Savioux warns us, when he bid us 


© noſ to judge according to appearance :. — in truth, 
dis behind theſe that ' moſt of the things which 
judgment He conceated, and, on 
the contrary, there are many things which appear : 
to be. hich are not: —== Chriſt came eating 
and drinking —bebold 4 Wihe-bibber == = he fat air | 
kane hc was their friend := —in many cafes 


8 4 : | of 


R N 


ice, a have ben acitelt 5 


„„ SERMON, XVIII. 
5 of which kind, Truth, like. a modeſt watron, b from i 


art —and diſdains to preſs herſelf. forwards into the 
circle to be ſeen ground ſufficient - for Suſpi-. 


cion to draw up the libel. for Malice to give 


the torture, or raſ ame an ar and paſs 
| 2 final. ſe ntence. N Ne N % + 1 7 . | 3 OTE 8 
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„„ eee facts, which. denote 
miſconduct are leſs diſputable, but are commented 
upon with an aſperity of cenſure, which a humane 


ot a gracious temper would ſpare; an abhorrence 


againſt what is criminal, is ſo fair a plea for this, 
and looks ſo like virtue in the face, that in a ſer- 
mon againſt raſh judgment, it would be unſeaſon- 
able to call it in queſtion,. and yet, I declare, 
in the fulleſt . torrent of exclamations which the 


guilty, can deſerve, that the ai apoſteiphd, 


* &. 0 4 


ample ra would _ my Sf dw more, g give 
me a better earneſt of the commentators, than 
the moſt corroſive period vou could add. The 
puniſhment of. the unhappy, 1 fear, is enough 
without it and were it not,. tis piteous, the 
tongue of a Chriſtian, whoſe religion is all candour 
and courteſy, ſhould. be made the executioner: 
15 We find in the diſcourſe between Abraham and the 
rich man, tho' the one was in heaven, and the 
other in hell, yet ſtill the patriarch treated him with 
mild language: Son ! — Son, remember that thou in 
t li ife time, &c. &c,—and in che diſpute about 
ä 00 
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the body: of Moſes, between the Archang 
the devil (himſelf) St. Jude tells us, he durſt not 
bring a railing accuſation againſt him; — twas un- 
worthy his high character, and, indeed, might | 
have been impolitick tos; for if he had (as one 
of our divines notes upon the paſſage) the devil 
had been too hard ſor him at railing, ——twas his 
own weapon, and the baſeſt en 1 85 his | 


FEE N rat 1 aps 


? n@1 006 Fg * } 4 
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This leads me to — — rae 15 a urch : 


eruel inlet to? this evil) and that is, the deſire of 

5 being thought men of wit and parts, and the vain 
e rxpectation of coming honeſtly by the title, by 
| ſhrewd and ſarcaſtic reflections upon whatever is 


done in the world. This is ſetting up trade upon 


the broken ſtock of other people's failings, —per- 
haps their misfortunes :—fo, much good may't'do 
them with what honourthey can get, the furtheſt 
extent of which; I think, is, to be praiſed, as we 
do ſome ſauces, with tears in our eyes: It is a 


commerce moſt illiberal; and as it requires no 


vaſt capital, too many embark in it, and ſo long as 
there are bad paſſions to be gratified, and bad 
heads to judge, with ſuch it may paſs for wit, or at 
leaſt, like ſome vile relation, whom all the family | 


is aſhamed of, claim kindred with it, even in bet- 
ter companies. Whatever be the degree of its 


affinity, it has helped to give wit a bad name, as if 


is 
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that is. — between the malignity and the feſtivity of 


wit, the one is a mere quickneſs of apprehen- 


ſion, void of humanity, and is a talent of the 
devil ; the other comes down from the Father of 
Spirits, ſo pure and abſtracted from perſons, that 
willingly it hurts no man ; or if it touches upon 
an indecorum, tis with that dexterity of true ge- 


nius, which enables him rather to give a new colour 
to the abſurdity, and let it paſs. He may mile 


at the ſhape of the obeliſk raiſed to another's fame, 


ö E but the malignant wit will level it at once with 
| ths rw . eme eee es +4 


; — 
1 ( 


110 


bat ene y ye th. 3 abut 1 Word! | 
Have. ye no manſions. for your credit, bur thoſe 
from whence ye have extruded the right owners ? 
Are chere no regions for you to ſhine in, that ye 


deſcend for it into the low caverns of abuſe and 


crimination? Have ye no ſeats—but thoſe of the 
ſcornful to ſit down in? If Honour has miſtook his 
road, or the Virtus, in their exceſſes, have ap- 
proached too near the confines of V1es, are they 
therefore to be caſt down the precipice ? Muſt 


Braurv for ever be trampled upon in the dirt ſor 
one, —one falſe ſtep? And ſhall no one virtue or 


good quality, out of the thouſand the fair penitent 
may have left, —ſhall not one of them be ſuffered - 
to ſand by her —Juſt * 


— Zut | 


* 
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But thou art merciful, loving, and righte- 
ous, and lookeſt down with pity upon theſe wrongs 


thy ſervants do unto each other: pardon us, we 
beſeech thee, for them, and all our tranſgreſſions ; 


let it not be remember'd, that we were brethren of 


the ſame fleſh, the ſame feelings and infirmiries, 
— O my Gop ! write it not down in thy book, 
that thou madeſt us merciful after thy own image; 
—that thou haſt given us a religion ſo courteous, 
—ſo good temper'd, — that every precept of it 
carries a balm along with it to heal the ſoreneſs 
of our natures, and ſweeten our ſpirits, that we 
might live with ſuch kind intercourſe in this world, 

10 vin fit us to exiſt e in a better. 
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| He boped alhs that money ould. have 3 kun bin 
17 Pow, ; that be _ n n. N 
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A NOBLE chic b to She up che edge. 
tion of the Roman governor! : 


— «He boped that money ſbould 5 deln 2 
bim! For what end? to enable him to judge 


7 betwirt rig and wrong land, From whence was 


it to be wrung ? from the poor ſcrip of a diſciple 
of the carpenter's ſon, who left nothing. to his fol- 
lowers but poverty and Tallis ron . 


FOE was > this Felix 1 great, the noble F elix! 
Felix the happy !—the gallant Felix, who kept 
Drufilla!—Could he do this ?—baſe paſſion What 
canſt thou not make us do? | 
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Let us e. the age: tranſaction. : 


Paul, in the gia of this 8 had hw 
accuſed before Felix, by Tertullus, of very griev- 


ous crimes, —of being a peſtilent fellow -a mover 


of ſeditions, and a profaner of the temple, " 


To which accuſations, the apoſtle having liberty 
from Felix to reply, he makes his defence from the 
xoth to the 22d verſe to this purport. He ſhews 
him, firſt, that the: whale charge was deſtitute of 
all proof which ne openly challenges them to pro- 
duce againſt him, if they had it; chat, om the con- 
trary, he was ſo far from being the man Tertullus 
had repreſented, that the very principles of the 
religion with which he then ſtood.c | nd 
which they called Hereſy, led him to be the mot un- 


exceptionable in his conduct, by the continual exer- 
| cife which 1 it demanded of him, of having a con- 


ſcience void of offence at all times, both towards 
Gop and man; that conſiſtently with this, his ad- 
verſaries had neither found him in the temple 
diſputing with any man, neither raiſing. up the 
people, neither in the ſynagogue, or in the city, 
for this he appeals to themſelves :—that it was but 

twelve days ſince he came up to Jeruſalem. for to 
worſhip.:—that, during that time, when he puri- 
fied in the temple, he did it as became him, with- 
out noiſe, without tumult: this he calls upon the 
Jews who came from Alia, and were eye-witneſſes | 


ol his behaviour, to atteſt ;z=—and, in a word, he 


urges 


SERMON NIK. "2x. 


; —_ the whole defence before Felix in ſo Fe 7 


manner, and with ſuch plain and natural arguments | 
ol his innocence, as to leave no colour for his * | 
verfaries to eau 


1 en was 1 All © one een; in _ 5 
5 court,woths e oo ers” 


Spare 7 Tervullus! Milt up hs ore 


charges: a more notable orator than thyſelf is riſen 
 up,—'tis Avarice, and that too in the moſt fatal 
| place forthe priſoner ic couldhaye taken page 

. e e WEnc man eee 


i Fader belioved Pac asses, and able 48 
1 5 cordingly,—(that is) releaſed him without reward, 


Bo this fubtile advocate told him he would loſe one 


of the profits of his employment;—and if he ac- 
. knowledged the faith of CHRIST, which Paul occa- 
. Honally e in his defence. it told him, 
he might loſe the employment itſelf ;——ſo that 
notwithſtanding the character of the apoſtle ap- 
peared (as it was) moſt ſpotleſs, and the faith he 
Profeſſed fo. very clear, that as he urged it, the heart 
gave its conſent, —yet, at the fame time, the paſſi- 
ons rebell'd, and fo ſtrong an intereſt was formed 
thereby, againſt the firſt impreſſions in favour of 
the man and his cauſe, that both were diſmiſſed ;— 
the one to a more convenient hearing, which never 
came; the other to the hardſhips of a priſon for 
353 e . ” 


* * ,- 
Fa 


| Fg 8 E R Mc o N 2 I 
two whole WE pee the text informs os, 


dat money ſhould/have been given him; and even 


s che laſt, when he left the provincez will 


25 days in the ſame ſtate of con 


ling to do 
the Jews a pleaſure, - that is, to ſerve his intereſt 
in another ſhape, with all the conviction upon his 
mind, that he had done nothing worthy of bonds, 
he, nevertheleſs, left the holy man bound, and con- 
ſigned over to the hopeleſs proſpect of ending his 
net ae in which-he 
24 genero 1910 Fay DIL | VT HER wh LH "Ts 
. . imaging; as ita wires . 7 
mcurally cruel in itſelf, that there muſt certainly 
have been a mixture of other motives in the gover- 
nor's. breaft, to account for a proceeding ſo con- 
trary to humanity and his own cony iction; and 
could it be of uſe to raiſe conjectures upon it, there 


ſeerns but too probable grounds for ſuch a ſuppo- 


ſition. It ſeems that Druſilla, whoſe curioſity, upon 
a double account, had led her to hear Paul, (for 
the was a daughter of Abraham—as well as of Eve) 
as a character which might have figured very 


well even in our own times; for, as Joſephus tells 


us, ſhe had left the Jew her huſband, and without 


any pretence in their law to juſtify a divorce, had | . 


given herſelf up without ceremony to Felix; for 
which cauſe, though ſhe is here called his wife, 
ſhe was, in reaſon and juſtice, the wife of another 
man, — and conſequently lived in an open ſtate of 
| adultery. So that when Te in N the 
1 faith 
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faith of Cunts, took occaſion to argue upon the 


of morality-of the goſpel, —and urged the eternal laws 
of juſtice, the unchangeable obligations to ten- 
perance, of which chaſtity was a branch, —it was 


| ſcarce poſſible to frame his diſcourſe” ſo (had he 


viſhed to temporize) but that either her intereſt 
or her love muſt have taken offence: and though 
we do not read (that like Felix) ſhe trembled at 
the account, tis yet natural to imagine ſhe was 


affected with other paſſions, of which the apoſtle 


_ i 


might feel the effects and cwas well he ſuffered 


no more, if tro ſuch violent enemies as. 80 and 


nen were See Rik him. ron 


4442 aff | 


\ 
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But ROY by 25 e 7 PW text ſeems 
only to acknowledge one of theſe gy it is not 
5 e to ERIN other. . 7 1 


* * 


14 t is + obſctrable, his this ſuheapottle, Fes, 2 


in his epiſtle to Timothy, of the ill effects of this 
ſame ruling paſſion, affirms, that it is the root of 
all evil; and I make no doubt but the remem- 


brance of his own ſufferings had no ſmall ſhare 
in the ſeverity of the reflection. are 


examples, where the love of money 18 3 ſab- 


ordinate and miniſterial paſſion; exerciſed-for the 
3 of ſome re Wicca andi tis generally | 


or luſt, ue be, fed by. it char 1. then rages with 
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che leaſt mercy and diſcretion; in which caſes,” 


ſtrictly ſpeaking, it is not the root of other evils, 
—but ou evils are the root of i. 


This ace meld rote] wines have fad upon 
covetouſneſs, as a vice not naturally cruel: it 
is not apt to repreſent itſelf to our imaginations, - 
at firſt fight, under that idea; we conſider it only 
as a mean, worthleſs turn of mind, incapable of 
| judging or doing what is right: but as it is a vice 
which does not always ſet up for itſelf, - to know 
truly what it is in this reſpect, we muſt know what 
_ maſters it ſerves; they are many, and of various 
' caſts and humours,—and each one lends it ſome- 
"PING wok ee e 


N 


This, I 1 may de the cauſe that there-i is 
a greater and more whimſical myſtery in the love 
eme than i in the rden and moſt nonſenſical 


Me b 
ſeek nothing more than its own amuſement, <— 
| there is little very little, J fear, to be fad for its 
humanity. It may be a ſport to the miſer, —— 


but conſider, it muſt be death and deſtruction to 


others. The moment this ſordid humour begins 
to govern, fare wel all honeſt and natural affec- 


tion! farewel all he owes to parents, to children, 
to friends! ho faſt the obligations vaniſh ! ſee 


SERMON NMX. ans 
he is no ſtripped of all feelings whatever: 
—— the ſhrill cry of juſtice, and the low lament. 

ation of humble diſtreſs, are notes equally beyond 
his compaſs. Eternal Go ſee he paſſes by | 
ane am chou haſt juſt hruiſed, without one pen- 
five reflection: he enters the cabin of the wid - 
ow whoſe huſband and child thou haſt taken to 
Heaven! if I am to be tempted, let it he by glory, 
by ambition, — by ſome generous and manly 
which thou haſt . planted in my nature, Which 
ſhall not harden my heart, but leave me room at 


N Wee care tp e 


118 monk deaede here e 

ments which reaſon offers againſt this vice; but 1 5 

they are ſo well underſtood, LS in TALE and 
form, —it i is ede. 1 1 Yb bobs 


| F it— 
but the misfortune is, that at the ſame time he was 
writing againſt riches, he was enjoying a great eſtate, 
and uſing every means to make that as | 
1 | 1 


Wich infinie - hiking ck a preacher enrich 
his diſcourſe in this place, by weaving into it all 
the ſmart things which ancient and modern wits 
have ſaid upon the love of money: — he might in- 
form vou, 


* %% 


—— 


e ag a ſick man has à fever, which holds and tyran- 


55 hy laſt Mice it pares With. 8 in n 1 
| Ae kat ature i content with ifely things,—or 
man conſiſteth not in the abundance of Tongs which he 
| Paſſage he has to go,. 
| I to homes . more cog to 10 
of uſe. et e ee ee ee e, 
neſs and honour are more nearly concerned, than 


in forming true notions both of men and things; 


approve ourſelves to the world, —and as we govern 
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merle. Heck boch bids Bar Dradtug of wo 
iat covetouſneſs is the ſhift of the foul, — 
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* That the A 1 


Peherb; . —ſpeuks more to the heart, — Land the 
fingle hint of the Camel, and Wat a very narrow 
Thas more coercion i in it, 
than all the ſee· ſaxs of * Ni! 


N tan gates dee titelte to a ſuch other 
reflections from this piece of ſacred hiſtory, as are 


1 
F 


There iS 8 generally i in which our ert | 


for in proportion as we think rightly: of them, we 


ourſelves 
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ourſelves by ſuch judgments, ſo we ſecure our peace 
and well-being in paſſing through it: the falſe ſteps 
and miſcarriages in life, iſſuing from a defect in 
= this capital point, are ſo many and fatal, that them 
can be nothing more inſtructive than an enquiry 
into the cauſes of this perverſion, which often ap- 
| pears ſo very groſs in us, that were you to take a 
view of the world, —ſee what notions it entertains, 
and by what conſiderations it is governed, u 
would ſay of the miſtakes of human judgment, 
what the prophet does of the folly of human actions, 
* That. we were Wiſe to ms but to judge rightly, 
* vad. debe dale oni dg cih al 
1 1 in n ark, — abſtratied. queſtiohs: ot 
mere . ſpeculation, we ſhould err is not ſtrange; 
we live among myſteries and riddles; and almoſt 
every thing which comes in our way, in one light 
or other, may be ſaid. to haffle our underſtandities, 
L yet ſeldom, ſo as to miſtake in extremities, and 
take one contrary. for another; tis very rare, for 
inſtance, that we take the virtue of a plant to be hot, 
when it is extremely cold, - or, that we try the ex- 
periment of opium to keep us waking: yet, this 
we are continually attempting in the conduct of life; 
as well as in the great ends and meaſures of it. _ 
That ſuch wrong determinations in us do not ariſe 
from any defect of judgment inevitably 1 5 
us - would reflect diſhonour upon Gop; as if he 
had made and ſent men into the world. on purpaſs 


$4 to 
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to play che fool. His all bountiful hand made his 
judgment, like his heart, upright; and the inſtan- 
ces of his ſagacity, in other things, abundantly con- 
firm it: we are led therefore in courſe to a ſuppo- 
fition, that, in all inconſiſtent inftances, there is a 
. 


1 
147 


| Whar thisis; if ve db br care to _ for it 

in ourſelves, we ſhall find it regiſtered in this tranſ- 
ion of Felix: and we may depend that in all 
vrong judgments whatever, in ſuch plain caſes as 
this, that the ſame explanation muſt be siven of it, 
which is given in the text,—namely, that it is ſome 
ſelfiſh conſideration——ſome ſecret dirty engage- 
ment with ſome. . LO which does us io 
1 diſhonour. 


. 
affections: we generally conſult them in all doubt - 
ſul points, and it happens well if the matter in queſ- 
tion is not almoſt ſettled before the arbitrator is 
- Inſtances, where the paſſions govern the whole man, 
tis melancholy to ſee the office to which reaſon, 
the great prerogative of his nature, is reduced; 

ſerving the lower appedites in the diſhoneſt drud- 5 
1 4 of 3 e . b InS- 


| To 


8 8 E R M O n 279 
'To judge rightly of our own worth, we ſhould re- 
e a kinds ee ſee all its pleaſures 
and pains too, in their proper ſize and dimenſions; 
 — this, no doubt, was the reaſon, St. Paul, when, 
he intended to convert Felix, began his diſcourſe 


upon the day of judgment, on purpoſe to take the 


heart off from this world and its pleaſures, which 
diſhonour the underſtanding ſo as to turn the wiſeſt 
of 1 men into fools and children. 


1 fyou ks your beenden upon this mm 
you will find where the evil lies which has ſupport- 
ed thoſe deſperate opinions, which have ſo long 
divided the Chriſtian work are 8 20 4 to di 
vide it lor enen by £2 'þ : 


| Conſider popery 2 ; you will be: aid 

| that the trueſt definition which can be given of it, is, 
That it is a pecuniary ſyſtem, well contrived to 
operate upon men's -paſſions and weakneſs, whilſt 
their pockets are o'picking: run through all the 
points of difference between us, and when you 

ſee, that in every one of them, they ſerve the ſame 
end chich Felix had in view, either of money or 
power; there is little room left to doubt Whence 
the cloud ariſes which is ſpread neee 

2 a 


il this reaſoning is concluſive with regard t 
alk obe metely: differ from: ws in mlightaj——— 
Gy e 0 eee 
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let us try if it will not hold good with regard 
thoſe who have none at all, = or rather, who affect 
to treat all perſuaſions of it, with ridicule alike. 
Thanks to good ſenſe, good manners, and a more 
enlarged knowledge, this humour is going down, 
and ſeerns to be ſettling at preſent chiefly amongſt 
the inferior claſſes of people - where it is likely to 
reſt: as for the loweſt Tukey though they are apt 
enough to follow the modes of their betters, yet 
are not likely to be Kick with this one, of making 
merry with that which is their conſolation ; they 
are t00 ſerious a 55 of Tn. 1 ever ee 
* enter into it.— 

There! is ig however, of it in the world to 
ſay, that this all facred ſyſtem, which holds the 
world in harmony and peace, is too often the firſt 
object that the giddy and inconſiderate make choice 


of to try the temper of their wits upon. Now, of 


che numbers who make this experiment, do you 
believe that one in a thouſand does it from convic- 
tion, —or from arguments which a courſe of ſtudy, 
much cool reaſoning, and a ſober” inquiry into 
antiquity; and the true merits of the queſtion, has 
 furniſh'd him with? The years and way of life of 


the moſt forward of 8 85 lead us to a * | 
enen 1 <a 


3 


„Religion; which lays ſo many teſtruints dn . 
is a troubleſome companion to thoſe who will lay 
no 0 reſtraints 128 themſelves and for this rea- 


ſon 


SERMON NIX. 28 
ſon there is nothing more common to be obſerved, 
than that the little arguments and cavils, which 
ſuch men have gathered up againſt it, in the early 

part of their lives, - how conſiderable ſoever th 

may have appeared, when viewed through their 

paſſions and prejudices, which give an unnatural _ 
turn to all objects, yet, when the edge of appetite 
has been worn down, and the heat of the purſuit 
is pretty well over, —and reaſon and 1 
= Wy got poſſeſſion of their empire. —— 


1 


—— They ſcldom fail of __ the loſt ſheep 
back to his fold. 


May 605 wel us all there, Amen. 
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SERMON, AE 


THE PRODIGAL SON. 
Lukz xv. 1 


Aud not many days after, the younger ſon gathered | 
l be had rogether, and took bis j en into a far 
cuunij = 


" KNOW not whether the remark is to our 
honour or otherwiſe, that leffons of wiſdom 
have never ſuch power over us, as when they are 
wrought into the heart, through the ground-work. 
of a ſtory which engages the paſſions : Is it that 
we are like iron, and muſt firſt be heated before 
we can be wro dag t upon ? or, Is the heart ſo in 
love with deceit, that where a true report will not 
reach it, we muſt cheat it with a fable, in order to 
come at t truth? 1 


Whether this Nauk of the "oligh (for ſo it 
is uſually called) is really ſuch, or built upon. 
ſome ſtory known at that time in Jeruſalem, is not 
much to the purpoſe; it is given us to enlarge . 
upon, and. tum to the beſt moral account we can. 


*A 


284 8 E RM,. N, XX. 
A certain man, ſays our Saviour, had two 
* ſons, and the younger of them ſaid to his father, 
« Give me the portion of goods which falls to 
ne: and he divided unto them his ſubſtance. 
And not many "days after, the younger ſon ga- 
« thered all together, and took his Journey into 
te a far country, and there waſted his ſubſtance 
5 with riotous ane a 


. * 2 
I 


The account is ſhort : the intereſting and pa- 


ce paſſages with which fuch 2 tranſaction would 


o 
F «—ͤXK . CR — — P14 Iv7 — — — — — - 
— - I 2 * 8 _ 1 5 — 1 * 1 
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be neceſſurily connected, are left to be ſupplied by 
the heart: the ſtory is filent—but nature is not: 
much kind advice, and many a tender expoſtu-. 
lation, would fall from ek father” $ wg ar 
en this cafe. 1 

? is ak. * his fon 8 100 * 
of ſo raſh an enterpriſe, by ſhewing him the 


dangers of the journey, — the inexperience of his 5 


age, —the hazards his life, his fortune, his virtue 
would run, without a guide, without a friend: he 
would tell him of the many ſnares and temptations 
which he had to avoid, or encounter at every 
ſtep, — the pleaſures which would ſolicit him in 
every. luxurious court, — the little knowledge he 
could gain—except that of evil: he would ſpeak 
of the ſeductions of women,—their charms—their 
eiten : —what W 8 e he might give 
| 1 317 1g wer 
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5 way to, when far from reſtraint, ind the check 0 
giving dis father pen. 


f ” 
85 8 ; * s ; : 
3 4 * * 7 * 1 7 
. . 52 Os > 10 55118 wa art "x + 1 Liked #51 is _ I 1411 £% Crs Lg. 


The diſruafive woo bot inflaii his * 


1 8 214 — Lass 34 4a BY Vp Ay C25 n Tal 


"He githefs all together; L209 Hg 19s 

N 10 T5 S603 10-209 5 * uni es 1: Wall 
ig yt {6 "the picture” of his departure — the 
5 ellnks and aſſes loaden with his ſubſtance, detached 
= on one ſide of che piece, and already on their way: 
the prodigal ſon ſtanding on the fore-gronnd 
with a forced ſedateneſs, ſtruggling againſt the flut- 
tering. "rmiovernent of joy, upon his dellverance 
from reſtraint :=the elder brother holding his Rand, 
as if unvilling to let! it 80 the father ſad mo⸗ 
ment! with a firm lock, covering 3 Prophetie 
ſentim imeft, „ that all would not 90 Well with 
; his child,” approaching to embrace him, and bid 
him adieu. —Poorinconfidetare youth from whoſe 
arms art thou” flying? | rom what a "ſhelter aft 
thou 7 going forth into the ſtorm ? Art thod eat 
of i father's affection, of a father's care F of, 
FHopeſt thou to find a warmer intereſt, a W 
counſellor, or a kinder friend in à land of ſtran- 
gers, Where youth are made a prey, and ſo many 
thouſands are confederated to nn them, Arne 
live by their ſpoils? 

#3 03 nigad vino biuvodt d malt! ene 

W e will feek rib rde chk this idea, for tlie 
„„ * che prodigal ſon added 


one 


— — a nn Fe on bed 


3 dee en his fortune 
waſted the followers of it fled in courſe, the 
wants of nature remain, the hand of Gop gone 
forth againſt him,-** for when be bad ſpent all, a 
mighty famine aroſe in that country,” — Heaven 
have pity upon the youth, for he is in hunger and 
diſtreſs — ſtray'd out of the reach of a parent, 
who counts every hour of his abſence with anguiſh, 
—cut off from all his tender. offices, by his folly, 
—and from relief and. e . a oe the 
FAY Lago ile 


| Nothing w powerfully. all 8 
diſtreſs the tenſe fibre chen relaxes, —the ſoul re- 
tires to itſelf, +ſits penſiye and-ſuſceptible of right 
impreſſions : if we have a friend, tis then we think 


of him; if a benefactor, at that moment all his 


kindneſſes preſs upon our mind Gracious and 
| bountiful -Gop | Is it not for this that they who 
in their proſperity forget thee, do yet remember 
and return to thee in the hour of their ſorrow ? 
When. our heart is in heavineſs, upon whom can 
we think but thee, who knoweſt, aur neceſſities 
afar of, putteſt all our tears. in thy bottle. 
ſeeſt every careful dene eee 

mclanchaly groan we utter me. a 3 
Strange I-that we mould bear ws 3 to > think 
of Gop with comfort, hen d ne com- 
fort we can think of nothing eie. 215m Ee" 
Man 


Man e, ae 15 
tradictions: by the law of his nature the avoids 
pain, and yet wnlg/+ be ſuffers in the fiſh, be will 
not ceaſe from fin, though it is ſure. to bring pain 

and miſery en his heed we ever. | 


Wut all went pleaſurably Rr oi 
gal, we hear not one word concerning his father 
no pang of remorſe for the ſufferings in which 
he had left him, or reſolution of returning, ta make 
up the account of his folly : his firſt hour of diſtreſs 
| ſeem'd to be his firſt hour of wiſdom: ben 
be came to bimſelf, he ſaid, How many bired ſervants 
FFT 
E 


Of all he emen of are, tht of (one day or 
another) dying by hunger, is the greateſt; and it 
is wiſely wove into our frame to awaken man to 
induſtry, and call forth his talents; and +though 
we ſeem to go on careleſsly, ſporting with it 26 
ae ro men ex he that ſees this 

neee lang renonfrace 10 make bin cur out 

n 10K it | 


andes caſe of the eee 
e — „ itt 
= x8: | . F # N £35 F $4 | wy #4 ' : 


Alas! 


enn ee ſhall he tell his arp? ve ho 
| — this round, tell me in hat words he 


ſhall give in to his e oo cage his 


be Wnt NY LITRE 
Fo as 2 3 20¹ g 2 * e Tr eh 

——The feaſts and banquets which gg gave ihe 

whole cities in the eaſt, the coſts of Aſiatick ra- 
rities, — and the Aſiatick cooks to dreſs them, 

the expenees of ſinging men and ſinging women, 

the flute, the: harp, the ſackbut, and of all 


Einds of rnuſick - the dreſs of the Perſian courts; 


 their/chariors, their horſes, their palaces, their fur- 
niture, hat immenſe ſums they had devoured!— 


e ons: n —_— nn 1 


What exactions! „ 8 


18 — 


4 . 
1 [413 77 S734 1) © & 4.2 LN 81031 1 113 


kon elk me, houth malte bit facher RY . 


n ebe os cheated at Damaſcus by one of 
the beſt men in the world; chat he had lent a part 
of his ſubſtance to a friend at Nineveh; ho had 


"fed off with it to the Ganges that a hore f 


Babylon had ſwallowed his beſt pearl, and anointed 
the whole city with the balm of Gilead - that he 
had been ſold by a man of honour for twenty ſhekels 
of ſilver, to a worker in graven images; that 
(the images he- had purchaſed had profited: him no- 
thing; — that they could not: be tranſported acroſs 
9856 ee and had been burnt with fire at 


2 
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Sbuſan e the * apes and peacocks, which he 
had ſent for from Tharſis, lay dead upon his hands; 


and that the mummies had not been dead long 15 


enough, which had been brought him out of Egypt: 
S that all had gone wrong ſince the mw he GO 
his father's houſe. . | 


— 1 che 3 it will be told more con- 
ciſely.—— then he was yet afar off, his father ſaw 
bim, Compaſſon told it in eu eee e 

wee ee och] 
e i en e 5 
it ſo great as when it pleads along with nature, 
and the culprit is a child ſtrayed from his duty, 
and returned to it again with tears: Caſuiſts may 
ſettle the point as they will: But what could a 
parent ſee more in the account, than the natural 
one, of an ingenuous heart too open for the world, 
— ſmitten with ſtrong ſenſations. of pleaſures, and 
| ſuffered to fally forth ee into the midft of 

Enemies enter than Him 85 


Generoſity Cs as ; much * the overmatched, 7 
as Pity 0 * 


The ide of a fon 10 80 all double the | 
father's careſſes ; every effuſion. of his tenderneſs _ 
would add bitterneſs to his ſon's remorſe. — 


VVV 6c Gracious | 
* Vide 2 Chronicles ix. 21. 


SERMON XX. 
«© Gracious Heaven! what a dale _ Tren. 
 _ miſerable 1” + REL | | II 


1 (thi be aid, ; 1 digs fink ain Sas! and in 
Till . hy fight, and am u RO FOR ta be called thy 
_— 12 12 n 


Bu ar father h ring fu, the tf robe. - — 


0 ye affections 1 How fondly 68 you. . at 
| a pig with each other Tis the na- 
tural dialogue of true tranſport: joy is not me- 

thodical; and where an offender, beloved, over- 
charges itſelf in the offence, —words are too cold; 
Wen n heart: Ah I AIG ee 


* be 0 nh unto: lbs — Bring Forth 0 75 
19909; and put it on bim: and put a ring on his hand, 
and ſhoes on his feet, and bring bither yl fave calf, 
I a u eat and drink _w_ OT 


| When the afe@tions 10 kindly break book; Jo 
is e n name on anne 


We lock up as we tale &: inks cold. $toick 
without, when he hears the dancing and the muſick, 
may aſk ſullenly (with the elder brother) What 
it means? and refuſe to enter: but the humane 
and compaſſionate all fly impetuouſly to the ban- 


uet, given yr a 1 who was dead and is alivt 
again 


SERMON . Aar 


again — tub was loft and is found. Gentle ſpiritz 


light up the pavilion with a ſacred fire; and pa- 
rental love and filial piety lead in the maſk. with 


riot and wild feſtivity Was it not for this 


that Gon gave man mufick to ſtrike upon the 
kindly paſſions ; that nature taught the feet ta 


dance to its movements, and, as chief governeſs, 


of the feaſt, poured forth wine into che . to 
enen, 5d. 200 I 
t 
The intention of 8 3 is oy > aloe ban 
W of it, that it will not be neceſſary to 
perplex it with any tedious explanation: it was 
deſigned by way of indirect remonſtrance to the 


- Scrihes and Phariſees, who animadverted upon our. 


Savioun's conduct, for entering ſo freely into 


conferences with ſinners, in order to reclaim them: 


To that end, he propoſes the parable of the ſhep= 
herd, who left his ninety and nine ſheep that were 
fafe in the fold, to go and ſeek for one ſheep that 


was gone aftray,—telling them in other places, 


that they who were whole wanted not a phyſician, | 


T but they that were lick : and here, to carry on 


the ſame leſſon, and to prove how acceptable ſuch 


a a recovery was to Gop, he relates this account of 
the prodigal ſon, and his welcome reception. 


1 know not whether it would be a ſubject of 
much edification to convince you here, that our 
"UTE 1 by the prodigal ſon, deten pointed 
. * : a: 


<. wal _ SF 8 
— et a> ——— 


9 . ach Ye n 1 * * e — — 
* - ws a W — v = 
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at thoſe who were innere of the Gentiles, and were. 


recovered by divine Grace to repentance ;—— and 
that by the elder brother, he intended as manifeſtly 
the more froward of the Jews, who envied their 


_ converſion, and thought it a kind of wrong to 


their primogeniture, in 'being made fellow- heirs 
with wy of nk of Gon. - „„ 


1 5 "00 5 ib by ſet forth, in ſo 
many good ſermons upon the prodigal ſon, that 


7 ſhall turn aſide from them at preſent, and con- 


tent myſelf with ſome reflections upon that fatal 
paſſion which led him, and ſo many thouſands 
after the example, 10 gather all be had together, | 


8 * by anda ts into a yor ay" 


T he love of variety, or cutiolity of ſeeing new 
things, which is the ſame, or at leaſt a ſiſter paſſion 
to it, ſeems woven into the frame of every ſon 
and daughter of Adam; we uſually ſpeak of it as 
one of nature's levities, tho planted within us for 


" oe lid purpoſes of carrying forwards the mind 


to freſh inquiry and knowledge : ſtrip us of it, the 
mind (I fear) would doze for ever over the pre- 
ſent age; and we ſhould all of us reſt at eaſe with 
ſuch objects as preſented themſelves in the pariſh 
or province where we firſt drew our breath. 


It is to this ſpur which is ever in our ſides, that 
we ove the impatience of this deſire for travel- 
| ling: 


'; 
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ung: the paſſion 3 is no way bad, but as others 


are, in its miſmanagement or exceſs; order 
it rightly, the advantages are worth the purſuit; 


the chief of which are to learn the languages, 
the laws and cuſtoms, and underſtand the govern- 


ment and intereſt of other nations, to acquire 


an urbanity and confidence of behaviour, and fit 


the mind more eaſily for converſation and diſcourſe 
—to take us out of the company of our aunts 


and grandmothers, and from the track of nurſery 
miſtakes ; and by ſhewing us new objects, or old 


ones in new lights, to reform our judgments - by 


taſting perpetually the varieties of nature, toknow: 
what 7s Lood by obſerving the addreſs and arts of 


men, to conceive what 7s fincere, —and by ſeeing 
the difference of ſa many various humours and 
e look into ourſelves and form our 


ag 


74 


This is » tine: part of the cargo we maid re- 


turn with; but the impulſe of ſeeing new ſights, 


augmented with that of getting clear from all 
lefſons both of wiſdom and reproof at home 


carries our youth too early out, to turn this ven- 
ture to much account; on the contrary, if the 
ſcene painted of the prodigal in his travels, looks 


more like a copy than an original, - will it not be 


well if ſuch an adventurer, with ſo unpromiſing a 


ſetting out, - without carte, — without compaſs, — 


| * not caſt N for ever, and may he not be 


PE 1 5 = fd 


- 


£294 8 E R M 0 N "RK; - | 
ſaid to eſcape well—if he returns to his: ad 
ang . as he firſt left a . Lo 1 


"Rs you will fond. an n able «pit wich your fon 


Fi It aifdom can \ ſpeak i in no ber As 8 
Greek or Latin, you do well - or if mathematics 
will make a man a gentleman, — or natural phi- 
loſophy but teach him to make a bow, —he may 
be of ſome ſervice in introducing your ſon into 
good ſocieties, and ſupporting him in them hen 
he has done; — but the upſhor will be generally 


this, that in the moſt preſſing occaſions of addreſs 


if he is a mere man of reading, the unhappy 
youth will have the tutor to rl e ee not VO 
tutor to carry him. | oor 5 


But you will W this extreme; he thall be 
eſcorted by one who knows the world, not merely 
from books - but from his own experience a 
man who has been employed on ſuch eee and 
5 een MEX tour ere ee be; 


A is, aaa kb his own, or bis 
pupil's neck :— for if he is fuch as my eyes have 
general undertaker, who will perform the journey 
in ſo many months Ir GOD DRM, much 


leaſt,— he will Jan this: 5 a halfpenny; of 

every ſtage from Calais to Rome; Ehe will be 

carried to the beſt inns.— inſtructed where there is 

the beſt wine, and ſup a livre cheaper, than if the- 

youth had been left to malke the tour and the bar- 

4 gain himſelf.— Look at: our governd b: I beſeech ö | 
POR IPO is an nds Ser ce en the 


adfantages + 1: 12:63 bas : 5286 28 2qo1d 
. 3 1 
- 5 n > * £33 24 
, here _—_— his — 7 
_— * uſe. ann F 79 : "oj 2 „ F kis 14 
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| DN e your 1 8558 — oat : 

e his hand, by his ſociety vith men of rank 
and letters, with whom he will * 5 "the e greateſt | 
| e a his time, 


ks wy 


* 6 1 e 4 ? - : 
11 1 Fan C i 2 i: * AI. AF a + #15 #4 


| Kee > me 1 in the firſt plics,—thu com- 
pany which is really good, is very rare;—<and'very | 

ſhy : but you have ſurmounted this diffieulty q and 
procured him the beſt letters ef recommendation 
to the moſt . . 1 1 | 
capital. — 3 291 


* * 4 5 ee 
. 1 1 « * — + 5 


And 1 anſwer, that he will obtain all by them, 
which courteſy ſtrictly ſtands obliged to pay on 
| boch enam, but no more. 


There is his cg in which me are ſo much de- 
. ceived, as in the Sy propoſed from our 


connex1ons 


ene Sr p. | 
R en | 


SERMON: 8 
ons and diſcourſe with the literati, "RE in 


ee en is 2 traffick; al if you enter u 
it, without ſome ſtock of knowledge, to balance 
the account perpetually betwixt you, - the trade 


drops at once: and this is the reaſon, however 


it may be boaſted to the contrary, why travellers 


| have ſo little (eſpecially good) converſation with 


natives, —owing to their ſuſpicion, - or perhaps 


conviction, that there is nothing to be extracted 
from the converſation of young itinerants, worth 
the trouble of their bad e * the i W . 


ruption ot; their viſits. - 


? 


The pain on theſe 1 is Fe recipro- 


cal; the conſequence of which is, that the diſap- 
company is always ready —and ever lying in wait, 
the career is ſoon finiſhed ; and the poor prodi- 


gal returns the ſame, object of pity, vith e 
Tl in the goſpel. 


ke 297 1) - 
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NATIONAL MERCIES CONSIDERED. 
lon a the Trav guration of his pee Majeſty 1 


Devrrsesevv, vi. 20. 21. 


Ard abs thy ſon aſketh this in time t0 come, pb 


What mean the teſtimonies, and the ftatutes, and 
the judgments, which the Lord our God hath com- 
manded you ? then thou ſhalt ſay unto thy ſon, We 


were Pharaob's bondſmen in Egypt, and the Lord 
ö e us out 25 Egypt with a might hand. 


"HE 8 E are als words which Moſes left as a 


ſtanding anſwer for the children of Iſrael 


to give their poſterity, who in time to come might 
become ignorant, or unmindful of the many and 


great mercies, which Gop had vouchſafed to their 
forefathers: all which had terminated in that one 


of their deliverance out of bondage. 


; Though they were directed to peak! in hi man- 
ner, each man to his ſon, yet one cannot ſuppoſe, 
that the direCtion ſhould be neceſſary for the next 


generation; for the children of thoſe who had 


been 
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been eye · witneſſes of Gop's Providences: it does 
not ſeem likely that any of them ſhould arrive to 
that age of reaſoning, which would put them upon 
_ aſking the ſuppoſed queſtion, and not be, long be- 
fore-hand, inſtructed in the anſwer. Every parent 
would tell his child the hardſhips of his captivity, 
and the amazing particulars of his deliverance : 
the ſtory was ſo uncommon, ſo full of won- 


der, — and withal, the recital of it would ever be a 


matter of ſuch tranſport, it could not poſſibly be 

kept a ſecret : the piety and gratitude of one 
generation, would anticipate the curioſity of ano- 
Werbe ſons would learn the a? with m_ 


x: W 


This vba 4 be the. cy ith the firſt £ 
or ſecond race of people, but in proceſs of time, 
things might take a different turn: a long and un- 
diſturbed poſſeſſion of their hberties, might blunt 
the ſenſe of thoſe providences of Gop, which had 
procured them, and ſet the remembrance of all his 
mercies at too great a diſtance from their hearts. 
After they had for ſome years been eaſed of every 
real burden, an exceſs of freedom might make 
them reſtleſs under every imaginary one, and a- 
mongſt others that of their religion; for thence 
they might ſee occaſion to enquire into the found- 
ation and fitneſs of 1 its cereunonies. its , and | 
ee 29055 . 

4 They 
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They might aſk, What meant ſo many com- 
mania in matters which to them appeared indiffer- 
ent in their own natures? What policy in ordain- 
ing them? and, What obligation could there lay 

zaſonable- creatures, to comply with a multi- 
tude of ſuch unaccountable injunctions, 0 unwor- 
" the wiſdom or Ga 


* 


1 3 oh pear: go e 
Faces and though their natural bent was gene- 

| rally towards ſuperſtition, yet ſome adventurers, 
as is ever the caſe, might ſteer for the oppoſite 
coaſt, and as they advanced might diſcover that all 
religions, of what denominations or complexions 
ſoever, were alike. That the religion of their own 
country in particular, was a contrivance of the 

Prieſts and Levites, a phantom dreſſed out in 
a terrifying garb of their own making, to keep 
weak minds in fear: that its rites and ceremo- 
nies, and numberleſs injunctions, were ſo many 
different wheels in the ſame political engine, put 
in, no doubt, to amuſe the ignorant, and keep them 
in ſuch a ſtate of. darkneſs; as clerical Juggling 1 re- 


quires. PE 
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| 1 . for the moral part of it, though it was 

unexceptionable in itſelf, — yet it was a piece of 
Intelligence they did not ſtand in want of;' men 

had natural reaſon always to have found it out,. 


and wiſdom to have practiſed it, without Moſes' $ 
| aſſiſtance, 


o 
. ] = 
* 
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- Nay, poſſibly, i in proces of time, they might ar ar- 
rive at greater improvements in religious contro- 


verſy when they had given their ſyſtem of in- 


fidelity all the ſtrength it could admit of from 


_ reaſon, they might begin to embelliſh it with ſome 
more Pry” conceits and turns of ridicule.” 


"Germs! wanton  Tevnctite, = 5 he had eaten and 


| Vas full, might give free ſcope and indulgence to 


this talent: as arguments and ſober reaſoning fail'd, 


he might turn the <dge of his wit againſt types and 


fymbols, and treat all the myſteries of his religion, 


| and every thing that could be ſaid upon ſo ſerious 


a fubject, with raillery and mirth ; he might give 


vent to a world of pleaſantry upon many ſacred 


paſſages of law; he might banter the golden calf, 
or the brazen ſerpent, with great courage, —— 

and confound himfelf in the diſtinctions of clean 
and unclean beaſts, by the Are ſallies of his 


wit 4:6 wal them. 0 


He could but poſtbly FD one ep fliers : 


ben the land which flowed with milk and honey, 


had quite worn out the impreſſions of his yoke, and 
bleſſings began to multiply upon his hands, he 
might draw this curious concluſion, that there was 
no Being who was the author and beſtower of them, 
but that it was their own arm, and the mighti- 


neſs of Ifraclitiſh ſtrength, which had put them, 


and kept them, in 3 of ſo much "I 


"neſs, ——— 
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O Moſes! How would thy meek and patient 
ſpirit have been put to the torture by ſuch a return! 
If a propenſity towards ſuperſtition i in the Iſraelites, 
did once betray thee into an exceſs of anger, that thou 
threweſt the two tables out of thy hands, which 
Gop had wrote, and careleſsly hazardedeſt the whole 


treaſure of the world; with what indignation 


and honeſt anguiſh wouldſt thou have heard the 


ſcoffings of thoſe who denied the hand which 
brought them forth, and ſaid, Who is Gop, that 


we ſhould obey his voice? With what force and viva- 
city wouldſt thou have reproached them with the 
hiſtory of their own nation: that if too free an 
enjoyment of God's bleſſings, had made them for- 


get to look backwards, it was neceſſary to re- 
mind them, that their fore-fathers were Pharaoh's 


bondſmen in Egypt, without proſpect of deliver- 


ance; that the chains of their captivity had been 
fixed and rivetted by a ſucceſſion of four hundred 
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and chirty years, without the interruption of one 


ſtruggle for their liberty: that after the expiration 
of that hopeleſs period, when no natural means 
| favoured the event, they were ſnatched, almoſt 

againſt their own wills, out of the hands of their 
oppreſſors, and led through an ocean of dangers, 
to the poſſeſſion of a land of plenty: that this 
change in their affairs was not the produce of 
chance or fortune, —or was it projected or execu- 
| ted by any atchievement or plan of human device, 


which — ow: n be defeated by ſuperior 
3 
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ſtrength or policy from without, or from force or 
accidents from within, from change of circumſtan- 
ces, humours, and paſſions of men, all which gene- 
rally had a ſway in the riſe and fall of kingdoms, . 
— — but that all was brought about by the power 
and goodneſs of Gop, who ſaw and pitied the af- 
flictions of a diſtreſſed people, and by a chain of 
great and mighty deliverances, ſet them . 92 
the yoke of oppreſſion, | 


- That fnee tos miraculous e 150 of = 

ſucceſſes not to be accounted for by ſecond cauſes, 
and the natural courſe of events, had demonſtrated: 
not only Gop's providence in general, but his par- 


_ ticular providence and attachment to thetm—— 


that nations greater and mightier than they, were 
driven out before them, and their lands given to 
mew for an everlaſting poſſeſſion,— : 


This was wo they ſhould wack their children, 5H 
* their children's children after them. Happy 
generations, for whom ſo joyful a leſſon was pre- 
pared! happy indeed! had ye at all times known to 
have made the uſe of it, which Moſes continually 
exhorted, —of drawing nigh unto God with all ww | 


1 t, e e ant 5 


And bere let us drop che argument, as it ts 

the Jews, and for a moment turn it towards our- 
ſelves: the preſent occaſion, and the recollection 
„ 1 Which 
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which is natural upon it, of the many other parts 
of this complicated bleſling- vouchſafed to us, ſince 


we became a nation, making it hard to * wy | 
fach an PPE. 


+F begin with the firſt in 8 of time, as 1 
as the greateſt of national deliverances,—our deli- 
verance from darkneſs and idolatry, by the con- 
veyance of the light which Chriſtianity brought 
pre it into Britain, ſo early as in the life-time of 


the apoſtles themſclves,—or at FR not LH 
y__ fe their en 

Though this Ban foes a 2 1 am | 
eu us in common with other parts of the 
world, yet, when you reflect upon this as a remote 
corner of the earth in reſpect of Judea, its fitu- 
ation and inacceſſibleneſs as an iſland, ——the little 
that was then known of navigation, or carried 
on of commerce,. the large tract of land which 
to this day remains unhallowed with the name of 
- CyxisT, and almoſt in the neighbourhood of where 
the firſt glad tidings of him were ſounded one 
cannot but adore the goodneſs of Gop, and remark 
a more particular providence in its conveyance and 
eſtabliſhment here, than amongſt other nations 
upon the continent, where, though the oppo- 
ſitions from error and prujudice were equal, it had 
not theſe natural Tn encounter. ir. 


* 
* 


Hiſtorians 


every where for the cauſes of events, but in the 


pleaſure of Him who diſpoſes of them, may make 
different reflections upon this. They may conſi- 


der it as a matter incidental, brought to paſs by 


the fortuitious ambition, ſucceſs and ſettlement of 


tte Romans here; it appearing, that in Claudius's 


reign, when Chriſtianity began to get footing in 


Rome, that near eighty thouſand of that city and 


people were fixed in this iſland: as this made a 
| free communication betwixt the two places, the 
way for the goſpel was in courſe open, and its tran- 


ſition from the one to the other, natural and eaſy 
to be accounted for, and yet, nevertheleſs, pro- 
vidential. God often ſuffers us to purſue the de- 
vices of our hearts, whilſt he turns the courſe of 
them, (like the rivers of waters) to bountiful pur- 


| Poſes. Thus, he might make that purſuit of glory 


Inherent in the Romans, the engine to advance his 
own, and eſtabliſh it here: he might make the 


wickedneſs of the earth to work his own righte- 
duſneſs, by ſuffering them to wander a while be- 


yond their proper bounds, till his purpoſes were 


fulfilled, and then put his hook in their noſtrils, and 
lead thoſe wild ces g Kg into or 
own * 0 | 


Next to this blefling of the 1886 of thi goſpel, 


we muſt not forget that by which it was preſerved 
| from the danger of being totally ſmothered and ex- 


tinguiſhed 35 


, * 
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tinguiſned, by that vaſt ſwarm of barbarous nations, 
which came down upon us from the North, and 
ook the world like a tempeſt; changing names 
and cuſtoms, and language and government, and 
almoſt the very face of nature, wherever they fixed. 
That out religion ſhould be preſerved at all, when 
every thing elſe ſeemed to periſh; which was.capa- 
ble of change—or, that it ſhould not be hurt under 
that mighty weight of ruins, beyond the recovery 
of its former beauty and ſtrength, - the whole can 
be aſcribed to no cauſe ſo likely as this, That the 
ſame power of God which ſent it forth, was preſent 
to ſupport it——when the Whole frame of other 
gy 8 _ 


| Next in degree to this merey of probing | 
Chriſtianity from an utter extinction ,ẽe muſt 
reckon that of being enabled to preſerve, and free 
it from corruptians, which the ruſt of time,—the 
abuſes of men, and the natural tendency of all 
things to degeneracy, which are truſted to them, 
| had from t time to time inerogurre into it. | 


Since the wm in which t this Net been was be- 
gun, by how many ſtrange and critical turns has it 
been perfected and handed down, if not entirely 
without ſpot or wrinkle, —at leaſt, without treat 
blotches or marks of anility! ! 


8 ven 
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Even the blow which was ſuffered to fall upon 
it ſhortly - after, in that period where our hiſtory 
looks ſo unlike herſelf, ſtain'd, Mary, by thee, 
and disfigured with blood: can one reflect upon 

it, without adoring the Providence of Gop, which 
ſo ſpeedily ſnatched the Tword of perſecution out 


of her hand,—making her reign as ſhort as it was 
; mercileſs? | 


' 17 | Geb then made us, as he did the 88 
ſuck honey out of the rock, and oil out of the 
flinty rock, how much more ſignal was his mercy 
in giving them to us without money, without price, 
in thoſe good days which followed, when a long 
and a wiſe reign was as neceſſary to build up our 
church, as a ſhort one was before to ſave it em 
ruins Logon 90 
9, wn The bleting was  neceſſry,——and i it was 
: rn ry | 


Un having multiplied the years of that re- 
nowned princeſs to an uncommon number, giving 
her time, as well as a heart, to fix a wavering per- 
ſecuted people, and ſettle them upon ſuch foun- 
dation as muſt make them happy; — the touchſtone, 
by which they are to be tried, whom God has en- 
truſted with the care of kingdom. 


Bleſſed. 
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Bleſſed be thy glorious name for ever and ever, 


In making that teſt ſo much eaſler for the Britiſh, 
than other princes of the earth; whoſe ſubje&ts, 
- whatever other changes they have felt, have ſeldom 


happened upon that of changing their miſery, and, 


it is to be feared, are never likely, fo long as they 
are kept fo ſtrongly bound in chains of darkneſs, — 
. 


5 CCC 
naturally connected together, How providential 
was our eſcape in the ſucceeding reign, when all the 
choice blood e ahem 5 
to offer it up at one ſacrifice! _ 


wil act armin U abe d 


ſubverſion of our conſtitution, was it not neceſſary 


to purſue the thread of out deliverances through 
thoſe times, and remark how nigh God's Provi- 


dence was to us in them both, by protecting us 
from the one, in as ſignal a manner as he reſtored 
us from the other. 


| Indeed the latter of hem ne nts 
leſs matter of remembrance to us at this day, had 
it not been confirmed a bleſſing by a ſucceeding 
eſcape, which ſealed and conveyed it ſafe down to 
- -- Wh? 2 it was to correct an undue ſenſe of 
| i * | former 


projected feſtival, with the glories of this: or name 
the ſorrows of the next reigh, which ended in the 
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former bleſſings, —or to teach us to reflect upon 


the mamber and value of them, by threatening us 
vuich the deprivation of them, ve were ſuffered, 


2 to approach the edge of a precipice, 
where, if Go Gov had not raiſed up a deliverer to lead 
us bene had been loſt: the arts of Jeſuitry 


had decoyed us forwards, or if that had failed, we 


had been puſh'd down by open force, and our de- 


ſtruction 228 n ere 


The 1 Se rubs of that A are 
ſuch; that it ſeemed as if Gop had ſuffered our 


waters, like thoſe of Betheſda, to be troubled, to 


make them afterwards more healing -to us; fince 
to the account of that day's bleſſing, we charge the 


_ enjoyment of every thing ſince, worth a free man's 
living for, the revival of our liberty, our reli- 
gion z. thejuſt rights of our kings, and the juſt 


rights of our people, and along with all, that 
happy proviſion for their continuance, for which 
we are ne thanks to Gop this rs 


3 us ry it, 1 e you, in ah way which 
becomes wiſe-men, by purſuing the intentions of 
his bleſſings, and making a better uſe of them than 
our forefathers, who ſometimes ſeem'd to grow 
weary of their own, happineſs: let us rather 


thank Gop for the good land which he has given 
us; and when we begin to proſper in it, and have 
built goodly houſes, and dwelt therein, —and when 


Our 
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our ſilver and our gold is multiplied, and all that 

ve have is multiplied, let the inſtances of our vir- 
tue and benevolence be multiplied with them, that 

the great-and mighty Gop, who is righteous in all 
his ways, and holy in all his works, may, in the laſt 
day of accounting with us, judge us 8 of the 
mercies we have received. 


In vain are days ſet apart to celebrate ſucceſsful 
occurrences, unleſs they influence a nation's morals: 
2a ſinful people can never be grateful to Gop.— 
nor can they, properly ſpeaking, be loyal to their 
prince; they cannot be grateful to the one,—be- 
cauſe they live not under a ſenſe of his mercies,— 
nor can they be loyal to the other, becauſe they 
diſengage the Providence of Gop from taking his 


part, —and then giving a heart to his arne to 
be intractable.— 


And Gebe what was ſaid by ſome one, That 
every ſin was a treaſon againſt the ſoul, may be ap- 
plied here, —That every wicked man is a traitor to 
his king and country. And, whatever ſtateſmen 
may write of the cauſes of the riſe and fall of nati- 
ons; for the contrary reaſons, a good man will 
ever be found to be the beſt patriot and the beſt 
ſubject: and though an individual may ſay, What 
can my righteouſneſs profit a nation of men? it 

may be anſwered, That if it ſhould fail of a bleſ. 
ſing here,—it will have one aCVRITIgE at rin AD 
is this, 


It will fave thy own foul; which may Goo 1 
Amen. 6 
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THE HISTORY OF JACOB. 
| CONSIDERED. 


Gxuxsis xlyii. 9. 


And Facob faid unto Psd the 100 of ab years 277 
my pilgrimage are an hundred and thirty yeans: 
few and { ni have the. Cas 7 = 12 25 tht ow 


8 4 EA ik * 
a 


HERE is not a man in hiſtory, whom 1 f 

pity more than the man who made this 
reply, — not becauſe his days were ſhort, but that 
they were long enough to have crouded 1 into them, 
1 N 8 as we find. : 


ot all the patriarchs, he was the 866 ab . 
for, abating the ſeven years he ſerved Laban for 
Rachael, © which ſeemed to bim but a few days, for 
the love be had to her,—ſtrike thoſe out of the 
number, —all his other days were ſorrow ; and that, 
not from his faults, but from the ambition, the 
violences, and evil paſſions of others. A large 
portion of what man is born to, comes, you'll 
ſay, from che ſame quarter : ; *tis true; but ſtill, in 


ſome 


5 curſes Was every one who curſed bon, . 
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ſome mens lives, there ſeems a contexture of mi- 
;—— one evil ſo riſes out of another, that the 

vile plan and execution of the piece has ſo very 


melancholy an air, that a. good: natured man ſhall 


not be able to look yu: it, but with tears on his 
cheeks. | FO TYO ran 
x pity this patriarch l the more, becauſe from 
his firſt ſetting. out in life, he had been led into 
an expectation of ſuch different ſcenes : he was 
told, by Iſaac; his father, that God ſhould bleſs bim 
* with the deu of. heaven, and the fatneſs' of the 
earth, and with plenty of corn and wine tb art 
people were to ſerve him, and nations to bow doton to 
bim; that be ſhould be lord over bis bretbren; 
bat Bleſſed. as every one that bleſſed bins and 
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5 pineſs in the fulleſt latitude, and as theſe. were 


moreover confirmed to him by the Gop of his 
fathers, on his way to Padan- aran, it would 
leave no diſtruſt of their accompliſhment upon his 
mind; every fair and flattering object before. 
him, which wore. the face of joy, he would regard 


as a portion of his e wan e it, 
—he would graſp a ſhadow. 


| ©, This, by the way, makes it 1 
that the bleſſings which were conveyed, had a view 


to 


— 


Sen ae ee an 
to bleſſings not altogether ſueh as a- carnal mind 
ſure ſpiritual, and ſuch as the prophetic ſoul of 
| Iſaac had Orincipal * before him, in the compre- 55 
henſive idea of their future and happy eſtabliſh- 
ment, when they were no longer to be ſtrangers 
and pilgrims upon earth; for in fact, in the ſtrict 
and literal ſenſe of his father's grant, Jacob en- 


]oyedd it not; and was ſo far from being a happy 


man, that in the moſt intereſting paſſages of his 
life, he met with nothing but mann and 
grievous aflicions. 2 


8 3 
Let us accompany” 7 him 1 me brd — 
rous hour of a mother's. ambition; in conſequence! 
of which, he is driven forth from his country, and 
the protection of his houſe, to ſeek protection and 
an ee int Webern 
: aN. oe e en 1 $2573: £197 U 
| In — in CN his era 
ve find from his on pathetick remonſtrance to 
| ney, and overtook him on mount Gilead. ſee” 
him in the dpor of the tent, with the calm courage 
which innocence gives the oppreſſed, thus remon- 
ſtrating to his 6:ſachar-io-la oO ou his 
emen NAG 2 ned . ee 0599 


- © . 9 
* * 4 £- % 


I * 4 
. : * 4 7 
r — 


„ SERMON: xxII. 
' Theſe twenty years that I bave been with t e 

thy "ewes have not caſt their young, and the ram off 
thy flock have ] not eaten. That which was torn of 
_ beaſts, I brought not unto these. bare'the boſs of it; 
_ what was ſtolen by day, or ſtolen by night, of my bands 
dift thou require it. Thus I was © in the day the 
drought conſumed me, and the froſt by night, and ny 


leup departed from my eyes. Thus have I been twenty 


yar in thy bouſe : ſerved thee fourteen years 
For thy two daughters, and fix years for oy wy 
n wy be ph mine N 


Scarce had he recovered Som theſe bite when 
the ill conduct and vices: of his children Wee 
his ſoul to death. Ruben proves inceſtuous, — 
Judah adulterous, his daughter Dinah is diſho- - 

noured, Simeon and Levi diſhonour themſelves 


by treachery, two of his grandchildren are ſtricken 


with ſudden death, — Rachael his beloved wife pe- 


riſhes, and in circumſtances which embittered his 5 


| loſs, his ſon Joſeph, a moſt promiſing youth, is 
torn from him, by the envy of his brethren; and, 
to cloſe all, himſelf driven by famine in his old 
age to die among the Egyptians, a people who 
held it an abomination to eat bread with him. 
Unhappy patriarch! well might he ſay, That few 
e e ache Wiser inetd, 
was extended beyond the monarch's inquiry, which . 


was ſimply his age; — but how could he look back 
* the days of his — without thinking 
= 
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of the ſorrows which thoſe days had brought along 


|  ſelves— 


with therm? all that was more in the anſwer than 
in the demand, was the overflowings of a hea 


ready ble e recolle&tion of what 


N 1 It; - * 
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pared for it by others; for thoſe we prepare our- 
we eat but the fruit which we have plant- 


ed and watered : a ſhattered fortune - a ſhattered 


frame, ſo we have but the ſatisfaction of ſhattering ; 


them ourſelves, paſs naturally enough into the 


habit, and by the eaſe with which they are both 
done, they ſave the ſpe 
for thoſe like Jacob's, brought upon him by the 
hands from which he looked for all his comforts, 
the avarice of a parent, — the unkindneſs ob: 2 


: ** 


relation, - the ingratitude of a child, they are 
evils which leave a ſcar; — beſides, as they bing 
over the heads of all, and therefore may fall upon 


any ;—every looker- on has an intereſt in the tra- 
gedy ; — but then we are apt to intereſt ourſelves 
no otherwiſe; than merely as the incidents them 
ſelves ſtrike our paſſions, without carrying the leſ- 
ſon further: in a word we realize nothing: 
we ſigh—we wipe away the tear, when ends 
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with the bad bias which gave the whole turn to 
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the — parialityacor yartaial 


injuſtice, «it matters not by what title it ſtands 
diſtinguiſhed—'tis that, by which Rebekah planted 
a dagger in Eſau's breaſt; and an eternal terror 


prived of them both in one day, — and truſt me, 


| an em. menen r e eee e of 
11 ann their CG right;/is no n ae | 
+»there will daggers ever be planted; the ſon ſpall 


 licerally Be ſet at variance againſt bis father, and the 


with it, in her own, leſt ſhe ſhould live to be de- 


* 


daughter againſt her mother, and the daughter-in-law 


againſt her 1 4 man's . ſhall 


ee oh Ee rt POT we | 
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le attend 3 as wel tins 


policy, as of equity, which Moſes _ pr el this 

wk "_— nei of een, 65 

neck e Pow 4 i n 
1 4 e W #200. er, one — and one 

bated; and they have borne bim children, both the be- 

loved. and the: bated, and if the firſt Born ſon be bers 

that was bated, then it ſhall be, when be maketh his 


ſans 10 inberit that which be bath, that be may not 


make the. fon of the beloved, firft born, before the ſon 


| of the bated, which is indeed the firſt vorn. but he 


| ſoall actuntv lige the ſen ef the bated for firft born, = 


| by giving bim à double portion of all that he hath. 


The evil was well fenced againſt for tis one 


Viet which, fieals in upon che heart with the 
2 
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affections, and- courts the. parent under ſo ſweet, a 
form, that thouſands have been, betrayed by the 
very virtues which ſhould have preſerved them. 
Nature tells the parent, there can be no error on 
the ſide of affection; but we forget, when Na- 
ture pleads for one, ſhe pleads for every child 
galike,——and, Why is not her voice to be heard? 
Solomon ſays, Oppreſſion will make a wiſe man 
mad.—— W hat will it do then to a tender and in- 
genuous heart, which feels itſelf neglected, too 
full of reverence for the author of its wrongs to 
complain? ſee, it ſits down in ſilence, robbed 
by diſcouragements, of all its natural powers to 
pleaſe; — born to ſee others loaded with careſſes - 
in ſome; uncheary corner it nouriſhes its diſcon- 
tent. and with a weight upon its ſpirits, which 
its little ſtock of fortitude is not able to withſtand, 
it 1e and pines ne. Victim of Caprice 


We are undratdebly led here 1nto a reflection 
upon Jacob's conduct in regard to his ſon Joſeph, 
which no way correſponded with the leſſon of wiſ- 
dom, which the miſeries of his own family might 

have taught him: ſurely his eyes had ſeen ſor- 
row ſufficient on that ſcore, to have taken warning: 
and yet we find, that he fell into the ſame ſnare of 
partiality to that child in his old age, which his 
mother Rebekah had ſhewn to him, in hers,—for 
Iſrael loved Foſeph more than all his children; be- 
cauſe he was the ſon a bis old ge, and he made him 


a 


„38 8E RMON XXII. 
a coat of many colours. O Iſrael! where was 
tthat prophetic ſpirit which darted itſelf into future 
7 times, and told each tribe what was to be its fate? 
A MWöbere was it fled, that it could not aid thee 
to look ſo little a way forwards, as to Bebold this 
ccoat of many colours, ſtained with blood? Why were 
© the tender emotions of a parent's anguiſh hid from 
thy eyes ?——and, Why is every thing? but 
that it pleaſes heaven to give us no more light in 
dur way, than will leave virtue in pages a its 5 
recompence. ee 25 12 205 


e 


| ent me, gracious Gov! to go lay 
on, the road which thou haſt marked out; — I wiſh 
it neither more wide or more ſmooth :—continue 
the light of this dim taper thou haſt put into my 
hands :I will kneel upon the ground ſeven times 
a day, to ſeek the beſt track I can with it—and 
having done that, I will truſt myſelf and the iſſue 
of my journey to thee, who art the fountain of 
joy and will ſing ſongs of comfort as I go along. 


Let us proceed to the ſecond great occurrence 
in the patriarch's life.— The impoſition of a wife 
upon him, which he neither bargained for or loved. 

And it came to paſs in the morning, behold it was 
Leah! And he ſaid unto Laban, What is this that 
thou haſt done unto me? Did not I ſerve thee for 

_— ? W } ants they ho thou beguiled me + ? 
This 
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This indeed is out of the ſyſtem of all conjugal 

: impoſitions now, —but the moral of it is ſtill good; 

and the abuſe with the ſame complaint of Jacob's 
upon it, will ever be repeated, ſo long as art and 

artifice are ſo buſy as they are in theſe affairs. 


- Liſten, I pray you, to the ſtories of the diſap- 
” pointed in marriage: collect all their complaints: 
| — hear their mutual reproaches; upon what fatal 
hinge do the greateſt part of them turn They 
were miſtaken in the perſon. — Some diſgaiſe 

either of body or mind is ſeen through in the firſt 
domeſtic ſcuffle; ſome fair ornament - perhaps the 
very one which won the heart —tbe ornament of 4 
meet and quiet ſpirit, falls off; — I is not the 
_ . Rachael for whom I have Jones Ws __ thou 
then ee ne | 


Be open be honeſt: give 3 for what 
wo are ; conceal nothing varniſh nothing, — 


and if theſe fair weapons will not do, — better not 
conquer at all, than conquer for a day: when the 
night is paſſed, twill ever be the ſame ſtory, — 
And it came to paſs, behold it was Leah! 


If the heart beguiles itſelf in its choice, and 
imagination will give excellencies which are not 
the portion of fleſh and blood :—when the dream 
is over, and we awake in the morning, it matters 
little whether 'tis Rachael or Leah,—be the object 
what 
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In ſuch caſes of deception, let wot i "EY en 
as Jacob does in his, Vat is it thou baſt done 
unto me ? — for tis his own'doings, and he has no- 
thing to lay his fault on, but the heat and poetick 
iadiſcretion of his own. paſſions. „ 
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1 1 know not whether tis of any uſe to take no- 
= 5 tice of this ſin in the patriarch's liſe, in 

regard to the wrong he received from Lab: 
which was the very wrong he had done before to 
lis father Iſaac, when the infirmicies of old - 
had difabled him from 


Nt: 


11 


24 frorn another: Arr thou my very ſon Tſai? 2 25 . 


ſaid, I am. T is doubtful wh 
was put to the ſame teſt, - but both. ſuffered from 
à fimilitude of ſtratagem; and tis hard to ſay, 
whether the anguiſh, from eroſs d love, in the 
breaſt of one brother, might not be as ſore a pu- 
niſhment, as the diſquietudes of croſs'd ambition 
and revenge, in the breaſt of the other wi 


I do not ſee which way the honour of Provi- 
dence ts concerned in repaying, us exactly in our 
own coin, —or, why a man ſhould fall into that 

very pit (and no other) which he has graven and 


* pu © another man: time and chance may bring 
. 55 | ſuch - 
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